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THE PEARL : DEVOTED 'TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

—_—

The long dreaded blow had ut length fullen on Mr. and
he felt stanned and sick at heart. In his wife to whom he was
sincercly attached, he found every thing amiuble, forbearing and
intelligent, but there was one dreadful infatuation which he could
not break. There was one dim spot in her moral perceptions,
which cast a shadow upon every other virtue. 1ie had remon-
strated and pleaded with her time after time ubout her unaccount-
able propensity. But all in vain. Sometimes she would confess
with tears her grief at her own conduet ; and at other times mani-
fest the coldest indifference. To all her friends her conduct was
a painful mystery. No article that she purchased seemed to please
her fancy. But one thut she adroitly purloined would be exhibited
ns that with which above all others she was most delighted. She
was never known to secrete any article after she had brought it
home—nor did she sppear conscious of the fact that she had ob-
tained it unlawfully. Ier hustand under all the circumstances,
could come tono other conclusion than that she was 2 monoma-
niac on thatparticular subject. She was never known to be guilty
of any similar indiscretion until afier she was married—nor then,
until shie had been at death’s door for days with a severe attack
of typhus fever. Asshe slowly recovered from this illness there
was evidence that some change had taken place in her mind. She
did not appesr perfectly rational until some monthis after her con-
valescence---then she suddenly recovered her vivacity and wit,
and was intelligent gs before. The only change that had been
wronght was the strange obliquity mentioned.

As o parent loves more lenderly a wayward child, that by its
disobedience or errors causes him frequent and anxious concern,
so did Mr. love with an increasing and tender regard the
wife of his bosom, who occupied his thoughts through the day,
and his dreams at night. Ile had long feared some afllicting ter-
mination of her indiscretion, and oflen wllen looking at his sweet,
innocent children, and their beautiful mother, would turn away to
lide the tear that started to his eye. To have those children pub-
licly disgraced, and by that mother---oh the thought was agony.

After many ineffectual attempts both by himself and her friends
to obtain a compromise, he was reluctantly compelled to get able

_ counaol and prepare for the coming trial.  On the part of the pro-
“secution every nerve was strained to procure the most extensive
and explicit leatimony, in order to prove that she was ‘a com-
mon thief.’ - Very many, from whom' she had-at different times
taken’ mﬁoies, and for* which her husbnnd hnd pmd ‘were sum-
- 'moned to bear reluctnnt tesumony to facts’ which’ they’hud‘nét the
- most distant 1den of e'cposmg--fuc\s whlch had transplred through
. the: mdlsorehon ol‘ c]erks, or probnbly of lhc prmclpuls them-

i

selves, - :
As the duy of trial® approached great anuety prevmled in all
classes of society -—-und oplmons us to the nature of her guilt, and
moral responslbxhty, were many and various. Among the jower
and middle classes there was but little diflerence of opinion. They
cstimated guilt by action alone---nor stopped a moment (having
no sympathies with the more wealthy portion of society) to draw
nice distinctions between monomanin and moral action. They

knew that theft was punished by imprisonment in the penitenti-

ary whenever it occurred among themselves, --and they always
considered the penalty a just one. Now that a lady in high life

was caught in the sume guilt, they saw no reason why she should

be saved from the prison, As her husband was very wealthy,
thoy hesitated not to aflirm, that she would be cleared—--and that
in congequence of |iberal bribes to Judges and Jurymen.

A dense crowd filled all the avenues to the court-liouse on the
morning of the trial, and the court room was at an early hour
crowded almost to suffocation. Feeling a strong interest in the
case, 1 obtained permission from my master Lo be present, and
was so fortunate as to get a position in whichT could both see and
hear all the proceedings. I waited nearly an hour beflore the
ojaening of the court, with an anxious and beating heart. I dread-
cd the moment when I should first set my eyes upon the beauti-
ful prisoner. I knew that the first sight of her, in all her shame
and misery would cause a shock of feeling that I by no means de-
sired to experience. Amongthose present, were many ladies be-
longing to the highest circles—such as had been on terms of the
closest intimacy with the culprit. There was concern and sor-
row upon each fair face.

The court opened, and just as her name was called a slight
movement near the door indicated her entrance, and in 2 moment
after Mrs. — appeured closcly veiled, and leaning upon the
arm of her husband, who looked pale and haggard. She took her
seat a little to the lelt of the Bench, and hall drew aside her
veil, evidently for the purpose of getting a littlo air, which ex-
posed her face enough for me to get a perfect view of its predo-
minant expression and character where I stood. Ob, how pale
and wan, and wretched she looked. She seemed older by twen-
ty years than she did when I last saw her in my master’s shop.
Hor eyes were red with weeping, and her whole frame trembled
with holf'subdued but strong agitation.

After the witnesses were all sworn, the principal witnesses,
being the retailer and his clerk, gave in their testimony. It was
clear and explicit as regarded the stealing of the lace, the testi-
mony of the one not varying in a single shade from the other,
When the first and principal of the two witnesses touk the stand,

the judge regarded him with a look hall contewptuous and half'!
forbidding, but when both master and man had closed their evi-
dence, a cloud fell upon his countenance, that showed how much
he regretied and feared the consequences of this distinct and un-
varying testimony. T'he lace was produced, os found by the offi-
cer, and was sworn to before the court, by the retailer and his'
clerk.

Other witnesses were now bronght forward by the prosecution,iig
who, though with evident reluctance, testified distinctly to the
fact of Mrs. —— having frequently taken things from their stores
in an improper manner. An examination of two eminent physi-|
cians then took place, who were summoned by thé defence in;
order, il possible, to break the force of the strong testimony against.

Mrs. —— by the witnesses on the part of the State. The factf

rather before having suffered with a violent attack of typhus
fever, wus never known to have been guilty of theft. ]
titne of her recovery from that sickness she had shown a strange
propensity to take what was not her own. In reference to this
fact, both physicians stated, that, although no instance had come
under their notice before, yetin reports of medical cases many|
remall\dble instances were recorded ol persons huving become ad-||
dicted to sleahng on recovery from typhus fever, who- were pre-
vious to their sickness never known to purloin the smallest article.
They had not the slightest doubt but that the case now under
consideration by the court was a similar one and called for particu-
lar leniency.

The prosecuting attorney now made a short but distinct and
welghly speech on the question, which sent the blood from many
a fair cheek. Mrs. —— listened to it with lips apart, and eager

was stated to the court, that Mrs. — belore her marriage or -

From they;

tle and agitation of a city life, ‘his- unfortunate wife found that
repose of mind which with any touches of sensibility, she could
never have experienced in Baltimore.

Then, every transaction in private life was not as now, hurried
into the newspapers, to gratify a purient deaxrg for - scandal.

feeling of the husband und father, and refused to expose to public
igaze what was already too notorious. The prosecutor, who had
;then a brother in the State’s prison was shortly after detected in
unlawful practices. Hé escaped justice by flight.

: For the Pearl,
PROPHECY FULFILLED
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tonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof. Asin the ovérthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrsh, and the neighbouring cities thereof, saith -the Lord,
no man shall abide there, neither shall any son of man. dwell therein.

lmbxmuon desolnte

thereof was heard-in the Red Sea.” Jeremlah xlix.

fore thus saitl: the Lord God, 1 will also streteh -out. my lmnd upon I:dom

Teman. » L‘zeluel X¥V.
hold I have made thee small among the heathen’; thou ‘art oreally despised .

of the rock, whose habitation is high; that suith in his heart who shall
bring me down (o the ground.

eyes,and when he sat down shuddered as with an ague fit. Her
husband, who sat by her side, covered his fuce with his hands and,
leaned his head on the Dbench before him, as if sick at heart.
And T doubt not that he was,

The argument on the defence was a noble effort. Every point
favourable to the prisoner, that hope sate on every countenance,
The witness for the State was handled witha severily that made
him cringe where he sat, and shrink into himself, as if he felt that |
he was utterly contemptible. The trial lasted througl the whole'
day, and late in the aflternoon, the Juuae summed up the ev1dence,"
and gave an able chnrgo to the jury,” leanm'r eudently in favor of
the prisoner. - The twelve,men  who wera utterly to destroy, or!
restore, by their deusnon, hope to-a smcken famlly, retired at SIX‘I
0 clock to, dehbemte upon ‘the agitating questlon of the day “An
hour passed away in fearful suspense, but 1hey had come 10 no, l
decision, and'at last those ‘most deeply interested retired to 1heu,
homes to await in an agony of suspense [or the h"ht of another|
day.

It was nearly twelve o’clock on the following day, when the’
jury came into court, prepared to render a verdict. Mrs. ——
was of course present and her friends. The foreman in a husky .
voice, and with evident reluctance, read a verdict of ¢ Guilty’ to
the indictment, which was for larceny. Poor Mrs, —— fuimod‘:
away lo ull appearance dead, at the fearful annunciation, so dif-,
ferent from what almost every one present expected. Mr. —
clasped his hands together, and lifting his eyes above, e\claimed'
half audibly, ¢ My poor wifo! my poor children ' [t was fully
an hour before Mrs, was sufliciently recovered to hear her”
sentence, which was finully read. It was imprisonment, at hard:
labor, in the Peuitentinry for two years! My feeble powers of :
description are utterly inadequate to the msk of presenting vividly'
the picture of desolation of heart, and deep agony that were exhi-!
bited by the principal actors in this scene of woe. Even the Judge
on his bench was moved to tears, '

Sucha sentence is speedily executed. The half scuseless pri-
soner was soon in the custody of an officer, and acco mpanied by
her husband was conveyed to that receptacle of crimne and misery
where her sentence had consigned her.

My hear! beats quick, and I pause oppressed and with a feeling
of suffocation as memory vividly recalls this harrowing scene,
and with the memory is awakened old sensations that Lave been
long at rest. Can imagination picture a deeper domestic sorrow-—
combining disgrace with separation ?

A petition was instantly drawn up, and before three days had
elapsed, Mr. was at Annapolis with an appeal to the Go:
vernar, signed by two thousand of the most respectable and weal-
thy ladies and gentlemen of Baltimore. It required no great
stretch of the pardoning power to reach this.case, and beforea
week had elapsed, Mrs. was at liberty and restored to her
family. But she never held up her head agnin. Deep melaucho-
ly settled upon her heart, nor could all the affectionate nt'tempts of.
her husband, or the innocent prattle of her sweet childien rouse
her from her settled gloom. She went no more into soéiety.
Within the chambers of her own,dwelling she retired, and shut
out the world. No friend, not even the most intimate, was ad-
mitted, and besides her husband and children, but a single vld
servant was allowed to come into her presence.

About one year after the melancholy trial, Mr. removed
from this city with his family, and since I have heard nothing of

iperilous ascent of Mount Hor.
in the testimony of the physicians was bLrought out in a light so’

! relics of antiquity may be found by

thongh thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will 1 brmrr thee do“u,
suith the Lord God.” Obadish i. :

It was past four o’clock when the travellers descended—they
then pitched their tent ; the Arabs ull came under the shade to
-avoid the rays of the sun, and talk more at ease concerning the
Stevens read to them, and Payl
explained the texts concerning the death of Aaron s recorded in
our Bible : they were astonished at the relation from a book.
One of the Arabs still contended that Aaron was a Mussulmun,
and Mr. Stevens accommodated the matter by admitting that in-
deed he was not a Christiun. ~That evening the Arab shetk and’
Paul had a long and. curious conversation.’ :
sheil that this expensive and dancrerous route was,-.uudertol\en"to
visit she emums dt"Petra, andfto aaccud l\Ioun Hg t
took bk Fonn pipe from his ‘mouth, siy ing ¢
with. l'ools, but lhere is somewhat more 'md whun “Paul 'pe

Every ¢onductor of a paper in Baltimore respected the lacerated .

« Also Edom shall be & desolxtion, every one that goeth by it shall be as-

Therefore’ hear the councll of the Lord that he hath purposed against Teman, .
surely. the lcast of the ﬂOCl\ shall dru.w them out, sure]y he shall make !he:r]‘.- '

The earth was moved at the noise’ of r.helr fall, the’ cry- o
% Thus. saith the'Lord‘ -
God because that .Edom bath dealt. agamst ‘the house. ot‘Judah, by taking

—vengennce, und bath ﬂreally offended and revenged herself upon Lhem, there- .

’und 1 wxllcnt off’ man and beast from it; and"1 will make it decolate from ’
* t Thys sallh the Lord ‘God n::orcernmgr Fdom Be_,

the pride-of thine hesrt hatl deceived thee; thou that dwellest in the: clcna-"’

‘Though thou exalt, thyselfl as the oa"]e, and o

‘When he :told the’

"sisted, and had even sworn 10 the real object of the Journey‘ the

'sheik voclfcrazed that in such a cuse he would d:sbeheve his | own

brother, ¢« Notso, smd he, *“ 10 look at old ruins is the pretend- o

ed, to seurch for treasure is the real object of your visits , what

fools you are, forsooth, thus to lose your time, money, and -
.bor, for the sake of viewing old stones !’

I know there must be
treasure in Petra, and am really of opinion that coirs and other-
digging amid the ruins, but
which the ferocions gnd avaricious, as well as deplorably ignorant
Arabs, would never permit to Europeans, whom they will hardly

suffer even to visit Petra ; nnd indeed the opinion of all the cast-

ern nations is strictly similar on these subjects to that of the
Arabs.. This false impression subjects travellers to many insults.

Utterly destitute of taste themselves for the fine arts, as the Arabs
are, they believe thut all mankind are in that respect alike : im-
proved civilization will alone cause lhem to change thelr imcon~
'clusive and false opinion. :

The travellers now pursued iheir route thxounh the doomed
land of Edom (or Idumea). Three. dlﬁ'elent pnrues had in an in-
terval of twenty years since its discov ery entered the city of
Petrn at-divers intervals, but none had pnssed through the Jand of
Edom ; and Stevens concludes himself the first traveller who
really passed through the doomed and blishted Edom. In the
present state ol the world,” Europe, Asia, and even the deserts of
‘¢ savoge Africa, the land of Juba, the dry-nurse of lions,”” have
been trodden down by the feet of travellers ; but in Edom, the
oldest of kingdoms, ull is new and strange, and its very sunds
have been untrodden by civilized man. The road indeed, or

uth along which Lhe stranger journeys, was fur better known in
the ‘days of David and Sclomon than now, and when he tires with
the contemplation of barrenness and ruin, he may then take up
his Bible and read what Edom was, and how God, by the mouth
of his holy prophets cursed it,—and see with his own eyes the
complete fulfilment of the awful predictions: ¢ Also Edom shall
bea desolation ; all that go by shall be astonished, and shall hiss
at all the plagues thereof.”* Jer. xlix. The vulley still continued
as before presenting sandy hillocks, thora bushes, gullies, dry
beds ofstreams, once covered with water. To the geologist eve-
ry step opens a new page in the great book of Nature, carrying
him back to the time when all was chaos, ** and Darkness cover-
ed the face of the Deep ;*” by the regular operations of Natare,
the river contracting, and at length leaving its channel dry ; and
again—he who in the wonders around him seeks the evidence of
events recorded in the Bible, here finds them in the abundant
tokens that the shower of fire and: brimstone descended from

hem. Perhaps in some plensant village, far retired from the bus-|
t

heaven on the guilly cities of the plain, stopped the course of the



