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lias existed concerning te theory of conscience-some
holding the doctrine that it is a part of our original
constitution, and others thiat it is the resuit of education.
Now, to a careful reader of the Classies nothingy is more
obvious than the use of termis expressive of moral
di stincetions--distiiiîctions fou nded, flot upon legisiation
nor upon established custom, but referring to somnethfing
absolute and immutable above and beyond man. They
perceived these disti.nctionis and feit and obeyed the
impulses of C0fl5CieIce, thougli at variance wvith the
examples ot the deities whom they worshiped. Their
gods were monsters of wickedness ; but vice, armed
with their authority, Il found in the heart of man a
moral instinct to repel her. The continence of Xenocrates
wvas admired by those who celebrated the debauicheries
of Jupiter. The chaste Lucretia adored te unchaste
Venus. " Thiese examples ail'ord an illustration of the
following pýassage, wvritten by an inspired a .postie
For when the Gentiles, wvhicli lave niot the law are a
law unto thernselves, which show the work of the lawv
written in their hearts.

The best method of teaching yotl norality, is not
by arguments, rules, aind demonstrations, but by
examples, by sentiments that ennoble aud elevate the
heart. Suchi examples, wve have aire ady stated, are to
be found in the Classics. Socrates wvas patient and for.
bearing, ardently devoted to the best interests of his
fellow-men, according to te lighit hie enjoyed ; Xeno-
piton wvas an example 0f. niodesty ; and Plato, wvho
acquired the epithet divine, displayed as much humility
as many of lis philosophie successors. Among the
Romans, we have te simple republican manners of
Cincinnatus, the unsiaken constanicy of Fabricius, the
self-denying patriotism of Regulus, and the stern virtuie
of Cato denouncing the luxury aiid stemmingy the
corruption of lis age. These examples corne dow'vn to
to ils venerable by their antiquity, and on that account
more efficacious. The exaînples of virtue among the
modemns are so near to us and so much more familiar,
that we are liable to look upon them in connection with
their vices. Exaruples, that are constantîy occurriugoo
arou'id us, may be equally brilliant ; but, like the
liglit of the sun, which imntediately surrounds us,
they are obscured by floating dust, whercas, if we look
to a distance, the particles of dust disappear, and wve
sec, or wve imagine that we sec, the pure, unadulterated
beam. Heme, as iii natural scenery, ( distance lends
enchantaient to the view. "

From examples it wouild be interesting to turui to the
moral precepts transmitted to 41s in the Classics-precepts.
referring to civil, social, and religious duties. But xve
wvill omit these for the consideration of a more impor-
tant point, at least a point of greater practical importance
to the present îage.

Classical studies furnisli ait antidote againist [tie
materialistic and materializing pliilosophy of the Dresent
day, pronioted by a toc exclusive devotion to the Natural
Scicnces, and thus indirectly aid LIe causes of morality
and religion. Certain scien tists are loud i il liteit' demand
for things instead of words, as if words, and the ideas
which they represent, were not things. and the most
permanent things. The temples and sphinxes of Egypt
are dumb, and leave us ini ignorance of tîte past ; but
her h-ieroglyphics speak ; hier ecorded wvords are Lhe
expositors of ber antiquities.

Mhs matemialistic philosophy sees nothing practical
niom useful, except iii ores and metals, cubes and squares,
gases and impQnderable agents. Lt hias a good repre-
sentative in

,Mamimon, the lcast erected spirit tlîat fell
From heaven :for even in heaven lis looks and t!iotghtýý
Were always downwards bent ; adm-iring more
The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden gold,
Than aught divine or holy else, cnjoy'd
In vision beatiflc.»

And tvith great skill does tIc poet make him the leader
of tIc fallen angels to Il a hiili " from, Nvich thmey

digged out ribs of gold."
Low utilitarîanism is always thinking about digging

gold ; and iL would couvert every thing into a spade or
pickaxe for that purpose. Such a one-sided and groveliug
philosophy must be opposed by oie more comprehlen
sive, elevated, and spiritual ; and one of tîte best au xi-
lianies to such a phi [osophy is a broad classical culture.
Men muist be taught that wîatever awakens nîoble
thoughts and influences the heart for good is useful
and practical ; that the most necessary branches of
knowledge are miot, on.that accounit, the inost intrinsi-
cally valuabie. Iron is used in a greater variety of
ways than gold :it is more uiseful, but does not have
more intrinsie value. Cotton is more generally used
than silk :iL is more useful, but it is flot more valuable.
Charcoal is more in demand thaii diamonds ;but dia-
monds are more precions. We live in a wvorld in wvhich
labor is required to feed and clothe ourselves, and for
this purpose acquaintance wvith certain branches of
scienceý is necessary ; but those branches, thoughi of
necessity more generally studied than otiiers, are imot
higher ija tIc scale of dignity :they are itot of more
intrinsic value. Arithmetic is flot highcr thail Calculus;
Geography than Astronomy ; nor chemistry than Meta-
physics and Moral Philosophy. Houe-and-sign pain ting
is not equal in dignity to landscape paintingf ; no0n is
thc study of Botany se elevated a wvalk of mnmd as that
of language or poetry. Every one, of cou rse, eau not
be expected to study Latin and Greek, LIe luig er Mathe-
matics and Metaphysics, literary criticism and poetry;
but they are not, on titat accouint, Lo be considered
useless and unworthy of the attention of the lurnan
mind ; and iL must not be imagined that otîter things,
that relate more immediately to our present wvants, cati
be substituteci for them, and equally accomplish te
same ends. This is the fanatical raving of a shi ort-sighted,
purblind philosophy, which can see neither beauty nor
excellence in any thing that lies beyond the narmow
circle that it has marked out for itself. ILs views are alI
directed to some particular result, and with suich
intensity that iL cati see nothing else.' Lt is wvedded to a
single idea, and aIl other ideas are discarded, out of
mespeoct to its favorite one.

TIce d evo tees of such a philosophy say, wvitli Bacon,
we want fruit :the object of ali philosophy is fruit.
Bacon did not meait, by fruit, crab-apples alune, nor
pears nor peaches alone ; but he meant aIl tIe ichi
variety thaï nature yieids. Without figure, lie meant aiu
the lcgitirnate results of literary researcli and intellecual
faculties are designcd to produce. Iu the estimation or
tîtat philosopher, Bread-aiid-Bu-tter Sciences, as they are
styled by the Germans, 4u'e not the ouly uiseful1 sciences.

Mati clotlî îot live by bread. only.

Jïvere
Non esse solumn vesci aetiiere,
sed laude virtutisqilo fructu
Egregiam rbatiarc nientem.
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