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If die people are poor, it ivili ho apparent; but is that so ? The respect-
aible, appettrance of our people every whiere thirolýotot the coiuîîrry sliels Ille
reverrse of zhi!ý. Our bouses, in theý inajority of* caseq, eontai> furriùulre rîtt

only in abundance, but of an expensive description,-not to IeuIt ioIl vafu;llIe
jewellcry and works of art. Ay, and we xnay bc Iladding hiouse to 1oîulve
and field to field." .And is iL not the case, that Uhe Lorîl's caui.e is ci ie
hardly thioughit of or the snmllest aniount given, just s0 as to s:ive die (lonolo
froin thc blusli of shame ?

0O1, thoen, is there not somnething wrong boere ? WVhy shiouii tiierv e i eli
laek iii giving ? Not, it is to be fenred, in poverty docs the reasorl lie. in hy
far th'i majority of instances. No, no, not thero, we arc cons.trainel Io
affirîîî. Thue reason, we greatly fear, is want of loving regar:rd for tilt- pros-
perity of' those great cfforts in which the Cliurch of Chirist is uad.1
so, is not t1îis a Sad state of things? Can wve Wonder t1:ut iliec re so 1w

erîquîrilg the way to Zion, with their faces thithcrward ;- th:ît - die w'ays
of %ion mourn ; that so few, conparatively, are Ilbrouglit out of' d;riiuss
into I-is inarvellous lgt;"that among professors of religioni there is
"leanness of sou], and a holding back frorn corning Up as mn& «"to tbec help)

of tie Lord against the iniglity ?", Mas, no!
Surely tic reason thiat the world is not sooner converted to thc Saviour, is

the worldliness of these, professors of [lis naine, who do Dot dcrîy themn-
selves tor lis sako as Ccgood stewards of the mnanifold grace of God."

"Big"saith the Lord, by the prophet Malachi, IlBring ail the tithies into
tie store-house, and prove me now herewitm if I wilI flot open Uic wiridows
of hieaven, aiid pour you out sucli a blessing as tliere shal flot be rooin
enoughl to receive it."

Tlie Saviour's teaehing is, "Give of your abundance, of good mecasure,
pressed dowa and slîaken togothier, and runningy over," for I t is mîore blcssed
to give tlhan to receive."- The apostle's rule is, ci Give as God bath pros-
pered yoa ;" and give eheerfully, "lfor God loveth a clîcerful giver."

If the above premises and conclusions are truc, you redeeuîied oncs,-you,
Who ean set to your seal thiat there is a power in tuie Cross of Clirist,-tbaîIt
you are washed froin sin through fàith inIi Hu, whoso inward consciousuless
attcsts luuis truth, and in whorn the fruits of a holy life -ive furtlier evîdence
of the blessing you hiave expericnced,-you and 1, 11y brethiren, whio love
Zion, wliat must WC do ? Wel, first examine our owa hearts, asldng, "lW huat
ain I doing for ny Lord ?" If wçe are not coxning up to the standard of thc
gaospel in the duty of giving-, Il the perfect law of liberty" will teaclh you.
Look into iL. This being donc as in His sight who will shortly say t.o us.
"Give an account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no0 longer tad,

lot there, thon, be earnest and special prayer, that we may have cleaîrcr
views of this duty, and practice it, in order that WC nuay grow in grace and
in living eonformity to the oxample o? the Lord Jesus. L

If the Christian thoroughly understood and practiscd this duty, as "G od
bath prospered hiru," the resuits would ho flot oniy that tlio Chiurelu's entire
ivork would ho invigorated and strengthiened, but that the hearts of ber
devout labourers would ho ehered and refresbed, and would bound into fresh
life and aetivity, and now energies would ho put forth for the conversion of
the world to lier exa'lted Ilend.

Whiile writibg- on the duty of "lChristian givin-," one is tempted to write
on; it is sucli a broad field. And to ho plain, we must express our fear that
the Vulpit lias not given to the people its Il certain sound"' on this matter-
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