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disclose his project. Nevertheless the day came wvhen,
atter fervent prayer, lie cast himself at the feet of 1)oin
Romualdo's successor :

IFatlier," said lie, Il 1 owe you spiritual and cor-
poral life ; but those you taught me to love as brothers
are on the road to perdition ; an interior voice urges me to
go to thiem."

Mie suipertor reflected a wvhile and then ansîvered
"«Go mv son ; God ivilîs it ; go and open a pdthi for

m issionaries."
Enligclîtened and strengthiened, Antonio hesiteted no

longer. I-le bade a lifelongr farewell to the monks lie STe-
nerated andi to die beautiful cliurch in which his lively
faith made himi find a kind of paradise.

The voyagre wvas frightfully stormy. One wvould have
thoughit that on accounit of this strangre missionary the
demons neyer tired of exciting tempests. But God ivas
watching over Antonio and he arrived safe. As soon as
his foot (ouclied bis native soi], he threwv himself on bis
knees begging Go d's mercy on his unhappy countrymen.
Ile then started out in search of those lie hiad knownvii i
Brazil.

Alas ! sad as wa.s the description given himi of their
state it dil flot approach the reality. But far from losing
heart, Antonio begati Hs apostolate valiantly. He raised
a littie chapel of bamiboo to wvhich he invited bis former
corn pan ions i n A merica. He sang hyn rs, saiti the rosary
and did bis best to, imitate the ceremionies of the church.
XVhether out of curiosity or owving to the remembrance of
biis generous friendsh ip, many negroes carne immiediately
at his cal]. Ile presseti, entreatd andi terrilied them with
tlireats of divine vengreance. 1le wvas deprived of the re-
source of the Sacrament of Penance, but lie understood
ilie power of praver. He extolleti this grand means of
salvation andi multiplied it in every form. His efforts
were flot fruitless. Nearly ail the apostates consoled hini
by their returfi to the faith ; the pagans themnselves yielded
to the charm, 'asked for instruction and wvere baptized.

Thuts did a poor emancipateti slave, ignorant of every-
thing but bis catecbisrn, succeed in creating a veritable
christian settlement.

But a christian colony cannot long subsist withiout a


