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PRACTICAL OHSIRVATIONS ON THE S7ATE OF
AGRICLLTURE IN NOVA SLOTIA,AND TUE
MEANS OF I'TS IMPNOVEMENT.

NO. 9.

METHOD OF MANAGING MANURE TO THE
BLOST ADVANTAGE.

AR.TDawsun,—Sir, Tuo preparation and apphca-
tion of manure, may be said to bo & desidoratum in
farnung.  Asatis of such consequenco to tho success
of tho business, I shall bo at particular pains in point-
Ing out what 1 concenne to bo the most advantageous
mothod. A gcrd many of those fromthe old country,
thunk because 1 cannot be managed exactly i the
830 way as thece, that 1t cannot bo managed nght;
this is a hasty conclusion;—by varymg our plan to
suit citcun.stances, we may derive all tho benefit from
manure here, that can be had in any country. Duning
tho winter scason, we may make as much from a given
stock and heap; but there 19 a falling off in sumtner,
from the cattle rumuing atlarge. This, as yet, cannot
bo altogether obviated, but it 1mght bo partly so by
housmg the cows and work cattle duning the sununer
snonths. Those who can manage to havo a shod over
the dunglull, will find st an advantage; thoso who can-
not should have 1t put up as cowmpactly as poexible in a
heap, and the situation ought to be such, as that there
L6 no stream of water either to or fromit. Ifit can
te done conveniently, 1t s best i 1nost cases to aux
the different kinds of dung a3 they como from the
hovels; 1f tius cannot be dono, care should bo taken
that the horgesdung do not ferment exeessively; fat
dugs, open 1t out to let it cool* whenat gets white
2nd dry it1s almost uze'ess. The dung heaps should
Lo tetued vrvoran the bedaning of Aprl, or assven
&3 they can be worhed with a grobbmg hoe and dung
fork, and the ico and snow thrown to one side, or on
the top where it will svon thaw; though tins 13 addi-
vonal iabour now, it will do niore than savo as much
afterj=—it will then be casir filled nto the caris and
epread upon the land, at the samo tume in better or.
der  Ifit ferments a httlo, it wil Lo wothung worse,
but a great degree is hurtful,

The quantity of manuie may bo increazed by baving
a epace beneath the floor of the hovels, one and &
half or two fee: deep, Giled onte a year with oid
s'raw, dry earti, or any other absorbent,  There may
) kewise be a pit below the dung heap, filled with
roiten patotoe tops, or uny thing of the kind to absozb
the sap that sinks from the dueg which 13 1 mauy
casea lost,  Some heep thewr dunyg over the year that
tley may get at com[.«slcd I tr.ed the plan, but do
st approve of it; thero is o loss of at least 20 per
ccui, and all that1s gained is tho destruction of the
sueds of weede, which may be dono by a cheaper
wcrhod, as will appoar after It is during the process
of fenineniation or decowposition that the nutritious
part of Jung l:cs off i tho foun of gas.  If this hap-
pen before beng applied to the seil, it is dizsipated in
tire air and mostly lost; whereas if apphied in a green
or unfermented state, the soil or crop growing there
ubsorbs the gases as they evaporato, bLeing ther
propet aliment.  All pulrescent matter that con be
got, guch as fish guts, bones, &e., are valuable ma.
aure.

{n the application of manure, it should bo studicd to
& vo cold heavy land that which will ferment the most
teadily, aud dry sandy or gravelly iand, that which
tahes tho longest time to rot.  There 18 a great loss
ofien from nee atiending to this: when Lalf rotten
dung is put into a wartn dry soil, the process of decom-
pusition is over before tho crop comies to maturity,
and 1t 13 stunted or d.esfor lack of food, on the con-
trars, when green dung 13 epplied to cold sull clay,
the decomposition inay bo so slow that the crop will
not receise propar pourishnent, and a falure ensucs.

o

L como now to speak of siimulants, tho uses of ! and bolee between the fasrows, therg is little risk of

which seem not to be well understood by somo far.
wars. [ have heard somo say it thoy had plenty of
lime thoy would not caro much about dung. 1f they
try tho capersmont thoy will soon be unrdocaived to
their cost.  An analytical jllusteation of the way in
which stimulants (limo for inetance,) act upen tho
soil, might not answor sv good a purposo ae a familiar
simlio. This we havoin a healthy person who is fed
upon plonty of good rich victuals, ond who drinks
protty frcely of the stimulant brandy ; ho soon gets fat
whergus tha same quantity of brandy drank by a hard-
working man, fed upon poor diet, would soon reduco
him to a skeloton. In like manner, any stinulant
appligd to fand that has plenty of dung, oither put
along with, or 1n the soit beforo, will bo reduced toa
sheleton. I havo tried hmo upon g limited scale, and
liavo seen 1t tried o, & moro exteasive ,one, without
having that salutary effect looked for. This I could
not account forin a satisfactory way wntil I recolloct-
cd that heat has the same cffect in the decomposition
of most substances as alkcline matter, so that our
warm summess do tho samo thing tous ns lime to
thoso where such a degree of heat does not prevail.
Yours truly,

OLD RUSTICUS.

No. 19,

PLOUGHING.—As I dilizr 1n opinion from a great
many farmera about ploughing, I shall state my rea-
sons for 60 doing as ! go alang. Tho most seewwi to
tnuk that if it be a straight and fine syuare furrow,
that it 18 night; but a square furrow in every case 13
not the best. It impossiblo to lay down any gene-
rel rule that will hold good 1n every casa. Thero are
a good many things to be taken mnto consideration :—
thy eaposute of the field—tho kind of soil and sub.
soll—the season of the year—the intended crop, &ec.
If the field has a north exposure, to lay oft’ tho sidges
from north-cast to south-west will answer two good
purposes, the plough will be easier drawn than to go
fair up and dowan ll—and when raio falls it wiil not
run too rapid o the furrows ; fall ploughing should 1n
general be deeper than spring, if the svil be poor and
thin, 1t may be deepened by raising part of the sub soil
and applyng dung in the spring fur beans, potatocs,
or turmips ; in ploughing gress land, if not very tough
tt ought o be flattened over with the sward ssde down,
this will prevent the grass from growing, draw up
moisture from the sub-soil, and leavo no spaces be.
tueen the furrows for mice or other vermin, and there
can be a guod deal more done, as, if tho furrow be
five or aix mches deep 1t may be a foot broad. Agam,
i ploughing stubblo Jand m the fall for groen crop the
eusuing scason, 1t ought 1o be ploughed deep, and the
turrowa not very wide, 52y seven inches deep und nino
wide, so that the furrows may 8t on edge, 1n thia way
the water will sink to the bottom, the frost will act
powerfu'ly on the turrows, and it will be in good order
fur puttiug un tho harrow when dry 1a the spring. In
cvery case the ploughman should walk erect;if he
stoop, 1t will bear weight on the handles of the plough
and make it harder to draw ; the land or left hand
side of the plough, should form a right angle with the
surfaco of the field, 85 1n tlus position the plough is
tho easiest drawn, and the work the most neatly
executed.

HARROWING.~Although harrowing is gonerally
considered but of minorimportance in tho operations
of buzbandry, yet 1 have htile doubt but lossis 8s
oficn sustamed from 1 not being nightly performed,
as a failure in ploughing. Land should never be bar-
sowed wet if 1t can be possibly avoided ; nesther should
1t be too dry in heavy land, or it will not pulvenze
propetly. In harrowing old tough lea, the harrow
should nover bo drawn at right angles to tho lioe of
tho furrows : i anghng the Jand tho best direction 9
about45°. R isa practics with somo to give tho
land a single timo of the harrow beforo sowing, thisl

do notapprovo of except whers the Jaad is vory rough

RSSOy
tho scad being put too deap, and its growing in hnes’
or coamp will be no disadvantage—rather a bone§t,
e 1t will allow a curront of air to pass along the field
through tho grain. In batrowing mellow land it is
not onough to hove the surfaco smoothed over, the’
toath of the barrow should go nearly as deep as the
plough. The more the direction is vanied, tho grea-
tor the exocution will bo from a gnen quantity of
labour. I would eay that three doubls tinies of the
harrow is needed 0 most casus, and 1 Bomo st 1@ not
enough.

Yours truly,
OLY RUSTICUS.

Tregret that in the arrangement of my plan, I had
not tho selection of gramn for seed to appoar before
tho time of sowing. I would recommend 1o overy
farmer to be particularly careful in this respect : the
aoundest cloanest grain of every description ought to
bo chosen for secd. It 1s a trite saying thut hke pro-
duces hiko, tlus 19 apphcable to the case in hand.
Grain may vegetato that will not brng to maturty ;
hence smut in wheat and othier diseasos in the varous
kinds of graia. 0. R.

PruniNG Arree Trees —It is a common
practice to neglect, almost totally, apple oc-
chards after they had been planted ; and in
consequence of this neglect,the growth becomes
crooked and irregular—branches incline upon
the ground, and become so numocrous and
dense as almost completely to shut out the sun
and air,—they become stunted, and often be-
come covered with moss, and the fruit small
and of inferjor quality.

Moderale and judicious pruning would coa-
tribute essentially to prevent this evil, and even
to recover trees which have not too far advanced
in this unthritity state ; but where they have
long existed without care, and have grown old
and become discased, 1t is cheapest to yemuve
them at once, and plant young and vigorous
ones in their places.  Docloring diseased old
trees 13 never to be recommended, except they
are of some favorite, or choico variety.

It is not advisable to prune very freely, but
to commence before the trees become very
large,and by a frequent and moderate tnmming,
prevent the growth of athick atd crowded top.
‘Che operution should be so performed that the
straightest and most thnifty branches may re~
main ; and their distance asunder be such as
freelv to adrat hght and air.

fn pruning, bronches should be cut off as
closely ae possible, provided it does not oc-
casion two broad a wound. The place is then
sooner covered with & new growth of wood. In
genersl, wounds more than an inch in diameter,
should be protected from air and moisture. If
not, they become dry and crack, and let in the
rain and rot, or admit insects. Tar, mixed
while heated with a quantity of whiting oz
pounded chalk sufficient to prevent its ruaning,
13 an excellent spphization.  Or unearly the
satne purposo is effected if brick dust, or even
fine sand, be substituted for whiting.

Pruning apple trees muy be advantageously
performed any time during winter.—Geneses
Farmer.

BLANKS

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICL:

ILLS OF EXCHANGE on Britain, U. States,
and Canada
Bills Lading
Seamens’® Articles
Indentures
Decds of Convey - 1ce and Morsgage do.
Magistrates® Summons, Capias and Executions
Lew do do and do -
Declarations and Subpanas
Cargo Manifests, Inwards and Oulwards
JArlitration Bonds
Mortgage  do
‘Writs of Enquiry
Recognizance, Warrants, and Affidavits.
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