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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost.

MORNANG  PRAVERS,

Two men went up into the temple to pray.
(From the Gospel of the Sunday -
The lesson of this day's Gospel, my
brethren, is prayer ; its necessity and
its humility.  Ouar short sermon must
little corner of
that is to say, morning

be contented with a

this great field
prayers.

Suppose that your child is sick, what

9

is your first word in the mornin
It is, how is the baby this morning ?
I'hen follows much move : 1 think it is
a little better to-day ; it scems easier ;
or it passed a bad night; 1 hope the
day will be cool, for it suffers from
heat.  So, anxiety for your poor little
child consecrates your first thoughts
and words to its welfare. And do
you not kuow that your poor soul is
either sick or runs the risk of catching
a deadly sickness every day you live?
There ave bad sights on the stre
that tend to sicken it : there are snares
of the devil, such as cursing and foul-
talking companions, bad reading and
saloons ; there is a spiritual cancer
within—I mean the temptation of the
flesh—which can only be kept from
destroying the soul's life by constant
and severe treatment.  Now, thoughts
and wordgdo your sick child little good:
but they are the very best things for
the soul, especially carly in the morn-
ing. The man or woman who kneels
down and says the morning prayer
guards against temptation, heads off
the noon-day demon, and provides
that happiest of evenings, that is to
say, the one which follows an innocent
day.

There's a saying against braggams
and promise-breakers that *‘fine words
butter no parsnips.” It is not true
of words said in charity to our neigh-
bor or in prayer to God. Sincere
words addressed to God as the da;
begins sweeten every morsel of food
the livelong day, lighten every burden
and weaken eyery temptation.  Why,
then, are you so careless about morn-
ing prayers? It can only be because
yvou do not appreciate your spiritual
weakness or you do not care what

becomes of your soul before bedtime

But somebody might say: Father,
can't you tell us 1ething  to
make the morning prayers easy?

It is very hard to remember them, and
then it is so pleasant to get even five
minutes' more sleep, especially in the
winter time again, 1 am always
in a hurry to get off to work, ete.
Now you might as well ask me to tell
ymething ke you relish a
wash 1 an shirt. If a
man does not t, it is preachin
up the chimney to try to make I
love to be cl

Prayer cleans the

heart. Pra clothes the soul with
the grace of God Prayer brings
down God, v drives away the
devil. Or, 1 might rather that
for a cl ,and in o get
the and in order to
vang ion, prayer is simply

1sably necessary.

and i

Onee a man ¢ to me id
Father, for years I was ac ed te
habitual vice of the worst kind (and

here he named a fearful sin),
hezan some time ago to say the Li
of the Blessed Virgin every
and the Litany of Jesus e
and this practice has entire
me of that dreadful habit.
story as that, my brethren, evc
must tell before he can say that he is
delivered from sin.

For my own p: I look upon
rezular morning prayers as a
mark of predestination to eternal life.
“Ask and you shall receive : se k and
vou shall find ; knock and it shall be
;rp- ned to you,” is our Lord's promise
to those that pray : and the best prayer
is the morning prayer, DBe ready,
therefore, to correct yourself for omitt
ing it. The day you forgetit go with-
out something you like to eat, put a
nickel in the poor-box, double up your
night prayers, make a special request
to vour guardian angel to get you up
in .‘.:'()f'll‘ time for morning prayer the
2'«)]\;,\\'in',-' morning. For the **Our
Father,” ‘‘Hail Mary,” ¢ Apostles’
Creed,” *‘Confiteor,” and Acts of Faith,
Ifope, Sorrow and Charity, that you
say in the morning will in the end
give you a happy death and the king
dom of heaven.
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THE BOYS IN THE BLOCK.

By Mavrwer F.

IV.—

““One might have had a rifle over
his shoulder,” he said, remembering
that Henry Schwatz had probably car-
ried his father's rifle.

¢ Eeeo ! exclaimed the man, “1
have seen the boys !
Beppo rapidly translated the answer
to John,
““Where? Where? Tell me where ?"
cried Johu.
The fruit-seller looked at him sus-
piciously. He asked Beppo whether
his telling anything about the boys
would cause him to be bro t into
court. For,” he said, “* T could not
afford to lose the time. I have no one
to help me av the stand.”
“1 promise you there will be. no
trouble.”
Then the Italian told them that the
boys—three in number, with a
rifle—asked him the way to the woods,
The boys had gone straight on. This
had happened only an hour before
The Italian told them where a belt of
woods was—ho kuew it well-——he went
there for chesnuts in the fall.  He told
them how to get there.
‘It is rather cold for campi
said Ned, shivering at the tho
such a thing.
tey 16.”
John did not answer. In hise
ness, talk scemed a waste of time.

CoNTINURED,

one

out,
ght of
“1 wouldn't like to

Ted Malone, Henry Schwatz, and
Larry had walked rapidly through the
streets, towards the belt of woods men
tioned by the Italian. Schwatz had
three blankets strapped to his back, a
small revolver, in his pocket, half a
dollar, aud his father’s rifle on his
shoulder : Ted Malone had a knife—a
table knite well sharpened—a 1 of
bread tied up in a handkerchief, and
£2.00. Larry had no weapon : but he
had a thermometer, while the other
boys looked on with much respect, =4,
and a few odds and ends, broken but-
tons, a hand a hand glass, to be
used im trading with those Indians,
who should be courageous enough to
resist these mighty hunters.
They had tramped along some dis-
tance, when Larry, who felt quite rich,
proposed to have something to eat,
They entered a restaurant, and Larry
paid for oysters and cigarettes, *‘like
a little man,” as the other boys said.
A half-hour was used up in this way.
After this, they did not hurry. They
It in better spirits and loitered, look-
ing into all the window
A large grocery store, brilliant by
lighted ¢ cted them.

“We shali need some provisions,”
said Henry Schwatz, looking through
he large pane of plate gla S We
ought i a good

place.’

ete.,

"

to buy some.

The store was empty, apparently ;
but behind the counter, in a corner,
the proprictor of it sat dozing over a
newpaper. He had sent his clerk off
early and he was about to close the
stove for the night.
“There’s a lovely ham,”
Malone. ‘1 wish we had that. It
wouldn't be hard to cf and we
could broil partof it for breakfast, you
know."”
Schwatz, who wasof a prudent turn,
counted his money, and remarked that
when they Kkilled a deer or two they
would have meat *h.  Still, the
ham had attractions for Ted )
¢ Don't you remember,” he said, as
he pressed his nose azainst the
“how Red-headed DBob fooled the
ocer out of half a cow in *The Belle
of the Prairies.” Bob went in, you
know, and while the ocer  wasn't
looking he hooked the beef and was off
like a flash.”
“ Butthat was steali
Schwatz.
“CAll's fair in war, boys: now I say
why shouldn’t we get that ham, just
as Bob did the beef, hey !”
Ted tried to speak in a jolly way,
but he was forced to avert his eyes
from the others.
“\We've got to live on the world,
vou know, and we may as well begin
at once,” he wenton.  **Don’t be fools
—Schwatz stole his father’s rifle, and
you, Larry, have a doliar in your poc-
ket that belonged to John.”
Larry reddened and hung his head.
“let's toss up,” continuned Ted,
taking a cent from his pocket.
“Head, you hook the ham ; tail, Ido
it
“Put it would be stealing,”
Schwatz. 'l not do it.
Nobody asked you,” said Ted
Malone, with a sneer. ‘‘Youhaven't
got heart enough for it. But Larry
has: and 1 have. Who's afraid?
There'’s nobody in the store.”
The man behind the counter
heard the whispers of the hoys. He
could not make out what they said :
but he seen they were plotting some

gaid Ted

€101

one.,

" said Henry

said

had

mischief. e leaned back until the
two piles of starch boxes between
which he sat hid him entirely from

view.

Larrv's good angel whispered to
him. Hehesitated between the angel’s
whisper and Ted’s sncer. He had
read manv times of how the smart hoy
in the story papers had outwitted
store keepers, and appropriated their

goods. He had laughed over their
tricks, until he came to believe that
stealing was not so bad after all.  But

his conscience awoke when the tempta-
tion was placed so boldly in his way.
Ted Malone threw up the cent, giv-
ing it an advoit twist.
‘“Head !”
Larry moved uneasily from the win-
dow.
1 tell you what,” Ted said, having
taken another look at the inside of the
shop. ‘‘Why shouldn’t you take a

It would come in mighty well, while !
we're traveling.  You bet !

l..-: rry turned away his head

il | Schwatz

It will be easy enough

John !

John

Te
1 runing Larry threw
nto his big brother's arm and | §
A5 vor read another story |
pape he sobbed. And he kept his
prom

andered about

( try In t morning,
i tea ride on a passing

it erushed so badly

ad to be cut off, He never

speaks of that 1| night of terror.
He did not 1 First Communion
1 the r boy although Larry
I"ather wymond  say with just
pride, that there are no better-behaved
hoy York than the boys in the
blo He now teaches the f hism
of erance to the larger boys
they learned the

7, that there is very
They are
they

help

ong them.

sperous, because

they all

are all industrious and
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mvest |

ol res

g o ¢
and | will gtand here and give the 4
signal if anybody comes. Now, goin; : :
he an {*
Malone was twice as big as &t

Larry He was something of a bully, f
too, asth in the block well knew
He imit as far as he could his fav .
orite heroes, and knoeked down any # .
other oy who defied him, i '

“Tean't!” said Larry., It would « 2
ba mg — it would break John's ! !
heai

SYouw're a coward,” eried Ted, shak
ing fist in Larry's face Do you o &
think I'm going to let you spoil every A/
thin Goin, 1 say! i S

Lavey hesitated. He had great e A %
spect for Ted Malone's superiority :
But remembered the words ot the ¢
coi dment “Thou shalt mno
stea X

S Te's afeaid ! sneered Ted Malone, . -

You weren't afraid
hn's dollar.”

5 said 1 might have to buy a hat 4
with answered Larry, “and 111 .
buy one, or give him back the money.’l

“You willy, will you?" exclaimed
Ted, his fist fell on Larr head SN
He d his hand again to give an-| ™ oy
other blow, when suddenly he was r
knocked over : and Beppo, with flash |
ing ey arose out of the darkn ‘
His sharp eyes had seen the group of ) )
boys at the window. John and the
others had turned down another street, i
but Beppo had kept on in spite of their ¢ .(‘- {
opposition to turning into a street / \ ¢ i \
whic! aned so auiet. ) e i

Beppo had erept sofdy up to the :
boys and heard their diabgue. His 4 "
heart beat very fast when he saw that i b b N
Larry was about to yield. He was
afraid that the boys might run away,
if they discovered him. He hoped
that John and the others might come ;
but they did not : so he was oblig |
do what he could. It was very [%
effective. y [

Deppo ! Larry exclaimed [Saa

Ted Malone picked himself up and
looked sullenly at Beppo.

“Towe one,” he said ** and 1'll give
it to you, if you don’t join our band. i

Jeppo's eyes Hashed.

“lwill not join a band of thieves.” §

Ted shook his fist : but Beppo's J
lesson had been severe enough to
prevent him from doing anything
more 3 With Reflect for
] “I am gla l| you come, Beppo,” | Compiled from * Butler's Lives nd Yoo eddded
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