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The P R E F A C E.
ff ffiay be vrofer here to obferve^ that fome

of the French Letters have been en'Wely omit-
ted^ at containing mhing but Relations of the
Converfions of Infidels and other Matters peculiarly
appertaining to the M.fftoners^ which would vnly
have fwelVd the Volume and perhaps been acceptable
to none. Of the Letters inferted, feveral are alfo
much ahridg'dy where

^ thy run out into Religious
Difcourfes and Jcceunts of the Lives of fome Mffion^
ers^ as may he feen peculiarly mentioned at the End of
fome of the faid Letters.

If any Jha/l hapfen to think there is fliU too much of
the particular Acliom of the Mifftonprs and of Reli-
gigm Matters in fome of the Letters^ they are depr'd
to confider that fomething mull be allowedfor Connexion^
and above all that in mofi ofthofe Parts^which curforily
read over may feem to be barely Religious^ there is,

when rightly Confide/d, much Information^ as to the
Manners:^ Cvfioms and Idolatrous Worjhip of the
Indian Nations.

T^Je Adiffioners being fettled Inhabitants of thofe
Countries they write of, /peaking the Languages and
reading the Boob; y are able to acquaint us with mdny
Citriiffities, which Travellers in paffmg throuoh can
never be\ Mafiers of. The Writers of thofe Letters
make the Knowledge of thofe People they are among
their Study, and converfe^ with all Sorts from the
Bighefi tethe Meanefl j thiy are Men chofen out of
Many for that Purpofe, and confequently the only Per-
fons that can fet us Right in vur Koiians of thofe
People fo remote from., hs, and fo different in all

^fpeEis,. ^Having: pr^mis'd thefe few Lines
tont>hing the Tranflatiotl^ fome Qbfervations concern-
ing the Original, made by the French Eaitor (hall

h added, in regard they ferve to clear fome Diffi^
fultfes which may occur in the Letters and^MHe known
Jsver^f Particulars that may he acceptable^
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