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ftari conftaoUy pointed out the Ciinc part of thf world When
th«y hapj>coccl lo be diivtn from iheir courfV, tli«y found,

that, in order to lecorcr it, ihey )ukI oi'i/io ttirtd\ thnr (hip

in fuch A maouer, at lo bri g hci jntu liT former poluo.-:,

with rffjiff^ t; thofc ttar» which they Taw regularly cvciy'hi^ht.

/ n.lijuliy 2'*'e8the honour of ihfc difcovery to the Fha-ni-
cJAns, II peL>pltf equally indollrious and enterprifinf. The
Grrac Bear would probably be the fird guide which ihcfe an-

cient :.nigatori made choice oh This conflellation is eafily

diiuriLjuinicd, both by the bri^htnefi and peculiar arrange-

ment of the (lars which compoie it. BciDg near the pole, it

hat.dly ever feti, with refpetft to thafe placet which the Phos-

niciana frequented. We know not in what age navigators

iirfl began to obferrc the northern (lars, for the direflion of
their courie. But it mull have been in very ancient times.

The Great Bear it mentioned in the book of Job, who feems to

have converfed much with merchants and navigators. The
nam^ by which that conllellation was known among the an-

cient inhabitants of Greace, and the tales which they related

about its origin, prove that it was obfervcd for the dire^lion of

navigators in very remot* ages.

But the obfervation of the ftars in the Great Bear was a very

imperfect and uncertaia rule for the dire^ion of a fhip's

courfe. The truth is this conftellatlon points out the pole only

in a very vague and confufed manner. Its head is not fufK-

cienily near it, and its extremities are more than forty degrees

diilant from it. This vafl extent occafions very direrent af-

pedts, both at different hours of the ni^ht in the fame fea-

<on of the year, and in the fame hour in different feafons.

This variation would be conflderably increafed, when it came
to be referred to the horiaon, to which the courfe of naviga*

tors mud necefTarily be referred. They meft have made an

allowance for this variation by gucfs ; which could aot but

occadon great midakes and errors, in thofe ages, when they

were guided only by praAice inflead of geometrical rules and
tables, which were not invented till many ages after.

It mud have been long before navigation arrived at any to-

lerable degree of perfe^ion. There is no art or profcflion

which requires fo much thought and knowledge. The art of

failing is of all others the mod complicated, its raoft common
operations depend upon various branches in diii'ercnt fciences.
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