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Colombo Plan recipients (Documents 543 to 586) and from a variety of United 
Nations’ agencies (Chapter 4). scrambled to define a coherent foreign aid policy 
(Documents 273 and 274). Most deeply resented what they considered to be “ir­
responsible” criticism levelled at Canada and its Western allies by representatives 
of the developing world (Documents 241 to 243).

The personal, political and bureaucratic relationships that had shaped Canadian 
policy in 1950 remained largely unaltered. At the top, the Prime Minister, St. 
Laurent, continued to work smoothly with his increasingly sure-footed and self­
confident Secretary of State for External Affairs, Pearson. Arnold Heeney con­
tinued to serve as the Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs. Charles 
Ritchie, H.O. Moran and Léon Mayrand served as the department’s three assistant 
under-secretaries.

There were no changes in leadership at Canada’s most important posts: Hume 
Wrong remained in Washington, Dana Wilgress in London, and Georges Vanier in 
Paris. There was only one significant change among Canada’s representatives 
abroad. R.G. Riddell, who became the Permanent Representative to the United Na­
tions in August 1950, died suddenly in March 1951 and was replaced by John 
Holmes in an acting capacity. David M. Johnson returned from Pakistan to take 
over the post on a permanent basis in November 1951.

This survey of Canadian foreign policy is drawn primarily from the records of 
the Department of External Affairs and the Privy Council Office. These sources 
were supplemented where necessary by the personal papers of many of the Cabinet 
ministers and senior officials involved in these events and by the records of the 
Departments of Defence, Trade and Commerce, Fisheries and Finance. In preparing 
this volume, I was given complete access to the records of the Department of Ex­
ternal Affairs and generous access to other collections. A complete list of the 
sources examined in the preparation of this volume may be found on page xxvii.

The selection of documents has been guided by the principles set out in the In­
troduction to Volume 7 (pp. ix-xi) of this series. The editorial devices used in this 
volume are those described in the Introduction to Volume 9 (p. xix). A dagger (t) 
indicates a document that has not been printed and ellipses (...) an editorial 
excision.

The work on this volume had already begun when I became its editor in the fall 
of 1992. I am grateful for the early start made on this project by Gaston Blanchet. 
The staff at the National Archives of Canada was instrumental in bringing this 
project to completion. Paulette Dozois, Paul Marsden and Dave Smith of the Mili­
tary and International Affairs Records Unit of the Government Archives Division 
responded promptly, helpfully and, most important, cheerfully to my many inqui­
ries. Michael Way, from the Access to Information Section, and Janet Murray and 
Michel Poitras at the circulation desk, worked hard at keeping a steady supply of 
raw material flowing across my desk.

Christopher Cook and Brian Hearnden served ably as research assistants 
throughout the enterprise. My colleague Ted Kelly, who helped edit the chapters on 
the conduct of diplomacy and relations with the Soviet bloc, provided indispen­
sable assistance at all stages of the project. Angie Sauer helped with the selection of
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