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& The Sunday School

BIBLE LESSON.
Abridged from Peloubet’'s Notes.
Third Quarter, 1905,

JULY T0 SEPTEMBER.

Lesson X —September 3.—The Captivity
of Judah —3 Chronicles _)g' It 31,
GOLDEN TRXT.

Be sure your sin will find you cut.—Num.
32: 33
EXPLANATORY.

I. Tax Wicker axp Foorisa K —Vs
11-13. Stephen, in his powerful arraignment
of the Jewish people (Acts 7), shows how,
through all their bistory, even 1o the cul-
mination in the crucifixion of Christ, they
had resisted the Holy Ghost, rejecting their
wise leaders such as Jeremiah, and deliber-
ately choosing the way of ruin, ‘ Which of
the pvorhets did not your fathers persecute ?"
Similarly, the chropic'er, in closing his sad
history with the exile, reviews the iniquities
of rulers arid people, and “justifies the ways
of God to men "

11. ZepExiAH. This twentieth and last
king of Judab, though no worse than many
of his ecessors and better than some of
them, followed in their path of wickedness,
and his career is a sort of summary of all
that had gone before,

WS ONE AND TWENTY YEARS oD  He was
Losiah's youngest son, his mother being

amutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah
(2 Rings 241 18). Jehoahae, Josiah’s im-
mediate successor, was his full brother;
Jehoiakim, bowever, was his half-brother,
the son of another wife of Josiah (2 Kings
23: 26).

12. HE DID THAT WHICE WAS EVIL IN THE
s1GAT oF THE LorD. *‘The character of Zed-
ekiah seems to have been weak rather than
wicked. His chief recorded sins were: (1)
His refusal to be guided in his political con-
duct by Jeremiah's councils, while neverthe-
less he admitted him to be a true Jehovah
prophet ; and (2)his nfraction of the solemn
on?g of subjection and allegiance which he
had sworn to Nebuchodnezzar, either at his
accession or soon afterwards.” AND HUM-
BLED NOT HIMSELF BEFORE JEREMIAH “Jere-
miah consistently advised Zedekiah to sub-
mit to the Chaldeans ; but the king, partly
through fear of hisfincu pml{ through
illusive hopes, could never bring himself to
do this.” EAKING FROM THE MOUTH OF THR
Lowp. _ It was the special inspiration of the
prophets that alons gave them authority.
“The prophet was a seéer who saw what was
to come, a man inspired, who, when he was
true to realities, and eloquent snd bold. held
power over the nation which neither king
nor priest could claim. :

13. AND HE ALSO, in addition to his re-
bellion against God, REBELLED AGAINST KING
NEBucHADNEZZAR. Aftrr years of intriguing
with Egypt, Zedekiah sent an embassy to
seek an ulﬁnnoe and the plot broke out into

i
WRONG SORT. \ \
A change to the right kﬁ:* of food

can lift one from a sick bed. A lady in
Welden Ill., says:

“Last Spring I became bed-fast with
sovere stomach trouble accompanied
by sick headache. I got worse and
worse until I became so low I eould
scarcely retain any food at all, al-
though I tried every kind. I had be-
come completely discouraged, had giv-
en up all hope and thought 1 was
doomed to starve to death, till one
day my husband trying to find some-
thing I could retain brought home
some Grape-Nuts.

“To my surprise the food agreed
with me, digested perfectly and with-
out distress. I began to gain strength
at once, my flesh (which had been
flabby) grew firmer, my health im-
proved in every way and every day,
and in a very fow weeks 1 gained 20
pounds .in weight. I liked Arape-
Nute so well that for 4 months I ate
no other food, and always felt as well
satisfied after eating as if I had sat
down to a fine banquet.

“] had no return of the misersble
sick stomach mnor of the headaches,
that I used to have when I ate other
food. I am now a well woman, do-
ing all my own work again, and fell
that life is worth living.

“@rape-Nuts food has been a god-
send to my family; it surely saved my
life and my two little boys have thriven
on it wonderfully.” Name given by
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich.

There’s a reason. ‘

Get the little book, “The Road to
Well-ville,”” in each pkg.

0] rebellion. This, nemrding to Josephus
(Ant. X. 7. 3), was in Zedekiah's eight year.
“IIH() HAD MADE HIM SWEAR BY GOD This
was on the occasion of Zedekiah's probably
compulsory visit to Babylon in the fourth
year of his reign (Jer. 51: 59). Ezekiel (17:
;1~3|) describes the oath, and expresses great
indignation at the breaking of the covenant,
which should have been held sacted no mat-
ter with whom it was made.

II. Taz Ingurrous ProrLe —V.14. “The
poor king,” says Professor H. P. Smith,
“paid the penalty of his weakness. The
city over which he was nominal ruler was
more to blame.”

14. Morzover. “Compare with this

ssage (ve. 14-17) the similar, but much
onger justification of God's rejection of the
Ten Tribes, contained in 2 Kings 17: 7-23.”
ALL THE cHIRF (R. V., "chiez‘:"{> OF THB
priesTs. See 1 Chron. 1, 3-19 OLLUTED
THE HOUSE OF THE Lomp. Ezekiel presents a
picture of Hebrew women in the temple
courts wailing for the Babylonian god Tam-
muz (Ezek. 8: 14); of the seventy elders of-
fering incense to representations of bestial
gods pictured on the walls of cellars beneath
the temple court (Ezek. 8 : 7 12); of sunwor-
shipers, with their backs to the Holy Place,
bowing to the sun at the very door of the
temple (Ezek. 8: 16).

III. Gop’s MEssENGERS DisPISED AND RE-
JECTBD.—Vs. 25, 16. The climax of the pa-
tion’s iniquity was the fact that it sinned
against abundant light.

14. THE LORD GOD OF THEIR FATHERS. A
reminder of God's long patience and his re-
peated benefactions through the cenfuries.
SENT TO THEM BY HIS MESSENGERS. His
prophets (compare 2 Kings 17: 13), such as
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel. Rising ur BE-
TIMES (R. V., “early”) AND SENDING. Mani-
festing an eager zeal for their salvation, as
a man rises early to prosecute snme enter-
prise on which {m has set his heart. Be-
CAUSE HB HAD coMPaAssioN. Understanding
the depth of the misery which sin would
bring to the nation. “Contrast the Chal-
deans(v 17), who had no ‘compassion.

16. BUT THEY MOCKED THE MESSENGERS
or Gop. “Jeremiah was imprisoned. beaten,
and threatened with death ; Urijah (Jer. 26
20-23) was put to death. Of the fate of
Habakkuk (who also lived during the Chal.-
deans period, Hab 1: 6) nothing is known."
AND MISUSED HIS PROPHETS. R v, “scoffed
at,” verbal mockery. as distinguished from
bodily harm. TiLL THERE WAS NO REMEDY ?
Hebrew, healing. Josiah's reformation and
Jeremiah's admonitions and warnings were
all in vain, what more could be done?
Every disease, if allowed to advance beyond
& certain point, becomes incurabl .

1V. Tax Dzssrvep PunisuMenT. As the
water heaps up behind the dam, ths reser-
voir of wrath must break. God was very
patient with his people, but for their good
at last, as well as for the satisfaction of his
justice, they must be made to taste the bit-
ter penalty of sin.

17 ‘TuerErore. Because of this loog re-
bellion, culminating in the iniquities of
idolatry and rejection of truth under Zede-
kiab.

What follows in the chronicle is a sum-
mary of events af 'er the capture of Jerusa-
lem. SLEW THEIR YOUNG MEN IN THE
HOUSE OF THEIR PANCTUARY. Injthe courts
of the temple itself, where they had taken
refuge. See Fzek. 9: 6, 7; Lam.2:7, 20

18. ALL THE VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF
Gop. All thatremaired after the spoiling
of the temple in the days of Jehoiachin
(2 Chron, 36: 10.) Most of them seem to
have been of brass; see the list in 2 Kings
25:13 17 Jer. 52:17-23. GREAT AND SMALL.
What became of the ark? In the second
book of Maccabes (a:5). —a book which
Plumptre says was “probably written to
meet a demand for tbe marvelous,”—it is
said that Jeremiah hid in a cave “the taber-
nac'e, and the ark, and the alt=r of incrrse.’
At this point the ark disappears from
history.

19 AND THEY BURNT THE HOUSE OF GOD,
etc., Ezekiel (10: 2) pictures God's angel
with betb hands full of fiery coals. scattering
them over the city, and Jeremiah had citen
prophesied this (Jer. 7: 14. 15:21:10; 34
3, 22; 38:18,237) AND BRAKE DOWN THE
wALL. Thus effectually destroying the
power of the city, and renderirg future re-
bellions unlikelv.

20. AND THEM THAT HAD FSCAPED FROM
Tag swoep. Iocluding (2 Kings 25: 1)
the inhabitants of Jerwsalem that had sur.
vived the seige, and those that during the
year and a half of siege had des rted to the
enemy.

CARRIED HE AWAY TO Bapvion. Jeremiah
(52: 28 30) estimated th~ nu~b r at 745,
which, with the 3023 of the first captivity
and the 832 of the second, made a total of
4600 in exile,—the wisest, wealthiest, and
strongest of the land. WHERE THET WERE
survAaN1S. Slaves. To HIM AND HIS SONS
His successors who were three; his son, Evil-
Merodach, end two vsurpers, Neriglissar, his
son-in-law, and Nab-ni‘us.  Then ¢ame the
reign of the kingdom of Persia, founded by
Cyrus the Great, who, 8. . §39, conquered
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Nahonidus and became king of Babylonia.

V. A Gream cr Hore —Vs. 21, with the
rest of the chapter The sad history closes
but not without a gleam of hope. “lsrael
bad as it were gone down to its grave, but
not without the prospect of resurrection
a new life.” *The flame that had consum*
ed Jerusalem was for Judah a putrifying
fire; trom the seed-field of the exile sown in
tears was to spring up a precious and im-
mortal harvest.”

21. To ruIL THE WORD OF THE
Lorp BY THE M u or Jeremian, Who had
prophesied a seveoty years captivity. See
Jer. gz a:10. UNTIL THE LAND
HAD ENJOYED “made good”) HER SAB-
BATHS. In Lev. 25: 1-7 in the wise provi-
sion that the lana should lie fallow every
seveuth year,—a principle recognized by
every piudent farmer. In Lev. 25:1-7 is
the warning that neglect of this command
will be followed by exile and an enforced
rest equal to the years that have been omit-
ted from the observance The kingdom
had lasted (from David) about 490 years,
that is, 70 x 7, and thus 70 years of exile
would be required, if the Levitical command
had been violated all the time. Perhaps the
violations of the commard were reckoned
from the days of Moses. To FULFIL THREE-
SCORE AND TEN YEARS. “It was just about
seventy years after the battle of Carchemish,
which really decided the fate of Palestine
and, its subjection to Rabylon, that, like the
priests’ silver trumpet at morn in the tem
ple, the voice of Cyrus announced the dawn
of morning after the long night of exile, and
snmmoned tha wanderers from all lands to
the threshold of their savctuary.”

TAKING OFF HIS HAT TO NATURE

One day in the early spring a
Scotchman was walking along the side
of a mountain in Syke, when he came
to a hut in which lived an man
he had known a great many years.
He saw the old man with his head
bowed and his bonnet in his hand.He
came up and said to him after a bit:
“I did not speak to you, Sandy, be-
caamse I thought you might be at your
prayers.”

“Well, not exactly that,”” suid the
old man, “but I will tell you what I
was doing. Every morning for forty
years I have taken off my hoanet here
to the beauty of the world.”

Beauty, wherever it is seen, is a re-
flection of God’s face, the shining of
heavenly light down upon the earth.
Wherever we come upon it, it should
touch our hearts with a spirit of rev-
erence. (God is near: we are standing
in the light of His countenance.

God hath a thousand keys to open
a thousand doers for the deliverance
of his own when it has come to the
greatest extremity Let us be faith-
ful and care for our own part, which
is to do and suffer for him, and lay
God’s part on hims
there; duties are ou

olf, and leave it

3, events are the
Lord’s.
When our fi to meddle with
ourt (if 1 may
yrovidence, and

events and to

so speak) up
beginneth to say, “‘How wilt thou do
this or that?” « Jose ground. We
y there, It is our

have nothir
part to let the Almighty exercise his
own office and steer his own helm. —

Samuel Rutherford.
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NORTH-WEST

HomMesTEAD

ANY even numbered section & Dominion

. Lands in Manitoba or the North- west
Provinces, excepting 8 and 26, pot reserved,
may be homesteaded vpon by amy person
who is the sole head of the family, or an
member of a family, or any male over 1
years of age, to the extent of one-quarter
section, of 160 acres, more or less.

Entry mav be made persomally at the
local land office for the district in which the
land to be taken is situated, or- if the home-
steader desires he may, on application to the
Minister of the Interior, Ottawa, the Com-
missioner of Immigration, Winnipeg, or the
local agent for the district in which the land
is situate, receive authority for some one to
make entry for him.

HomzsTeap DuTies: A settler who has
been granted an entry fot a homestead is
required to perform the conditions connect-
ed therewith under one of the following
plans:

(1) At least six months’ residence upon

and cultivation of the land in each year
during the term of three years.
. (2) If the father (or mother, if the father
is deceased) of any persow who is eligible to
make & homestead entty under the provis-
ions of this Act, resides upon a farm in the
vicinity of the land entered for by such
person as a he tead, the requi ts of
this Act as to residence prior to obtaining
patent may be satisfied by such persor resid-
ing with the father or mother.

(3) If the settler has- bis parmanent resi-
dence upon farming land owned' by him in
the vicinity of his homestead, the require:
ments of this Act as to residence may be
satisfied by residence upon the said land.

APPLICATION FOR PATENT should be made
at the end of three years, before the Local
Agent, sub-Agent or the Homestead Inspec-
tor.

Before making application for pa‘ent the
settler must give six months, notice in writ-

ULATIDNS.

ing to the Co of
Lands at Ottawa, of his intention to do so.
W. W. CORY,

Deputy of the Minister of Interior,

PPER CANADA COLLEGE
FOUNDED IN 3829

Toronto, Ont.

PRMNCIPAL, HENRY W. AUDEN, M. A.
Cambridge, late Sixth. Form Master at Fet-
tes College, Edinburg.

The College will reopen for the Autumn
term on Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 1905. at 10
a.m. Separate Preparatory Department for
boys between the ages of 9 and 13, with
separate staff and equipment. ' so acres of
grounds.  Separate infirmary with physician
aud trained nurse. Courses for University,
Royal Military College and Business. Every'
facility for cultivation of sports and s thletics.
Examinations for Entrance Scholarships,
Saturday, Sept. 16th, 1905. Special Scholar-
shg)s fc({r ?on;:rf old pupils.

or Calendar and all i
THE BURSAR, UPPr CANIA‘B’A‘%’C';[:
1 FGE, Toeento, Ont. (sp. 20)

WANTED

For the Schools at Wolfville.

1. A man aod his wife for Steward and
Matron of “College Residence,” the boardin,
hou:e of College studeénts. :

2 . A head ook for Acgdia Seminary.

3 Two women to have vare of roems
in College Residence and the Academy
Home

4 Ten young womean to work in dining
rooms and kitchens of Acadia Seminary,
Horton Academy and College Residence.

5 . One man servant for the Seminary, to
hnvle cha;(e of fires and do all sorts of gen-
eral work.

Write the undersigned for full particulam,
stating what position yoa will accept.
A. COHOON,
Sec'v. Executive Committes
e
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