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CIPTAIN CHRISTO

By M. QUAD.
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[About eighteen months before the
United States declared war on Spain
1f of Cuba the Spanish Cap-
i:int:dlahrisfo',‘ arrivéd in Havana.
He was a man with very much of a
past;” He: had fought three duels; he
had been the warden of a prison and
had flogged several convicts to death
he..had.been. chief: of polica at Ma~
drid and was known as cruel and
relentless. He was big and burly and
bullyish, but he was ‘said to be ths
bravest man in Spain.
General  Weyler wanted & man af-
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whé would lead a small command.
against the Cubans in rebellion and
kill every man as fast as come to.
He so arranged matters that Christo
came out as a captain and was giv-
en a hundred men. They were krnown
es Christo’s’ Devils. Any ' Cubans
who took up arms and fought from
the canebreaks will tell you that
these devils were more dreaded than
five times their number of regular
troops. Now and then :when the re-
gulars captured a biunch of prisoners
they spared a few lives, That is,
they sent a few rebels to prison to
die .of fevers, When the Devils made
a ' capture be.it two men or twenty,
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On one occasion, after twelve Cu-
bans had held a sugar house against

still ‘having the best of it, Captain
Christo came forward under a flag of
truce and asked. for .their surrender.
He didn‘t demand it, but asked for

£

sary to prevent prestige. It would ne~
ver do for it to
beén held at bay by such's - small
force.. They might:mareh out with
their guns and their flag, aad on the
sacred honor of a Spanish soldier

W

bHowed Tucker’s counsel
large. amount of eorro-
umulative testimony dur-
espite the protest of Mr.
governor had with” him
B who sat at the trial as
resent attorney general,
while Mr, and Mrs.
Ints of the condemnead
hd his brother were per-
he testimony. The gov-
e ‘Tucker family a pri-
at the close of the af-

UNDER HIM.”

and a gentleman they should not be
fired on. The Cubans distrusted him,
but. they had ammunition for only.
onc:more day, and it was finally ‘do-
termined to accept, the terms.. Chris-
to had posted his men in ambush,
and. when the .Cubans uppeared all
but one were shot down.

At another time he surrounded six-.
teen Cubans in a thicket. They had
sent.out. a séoit, and this scout had
falleb into Christo’s hands. He re-
fused to give any information wuntil

witness was Dr, Har-
arly four hours he was
both sides. An affidavit
€rs were read from him

had made a ‘mistake
ure of the instrument
Miss Page’s wounds,
raigning some of the
estimony, notably that
miner Meade, who per-
OpSy on the body of the
d in answer to ques-
el for Tucker that the
hot have been made by
but a few minutes af-
ted this testimony.
ening was consumed in
former Attorney Gen-
Parker and James H.
ding counsel for Tuck-

conclusion ° Governor
he would take the case
ent for a day or two.
s set for the week be=

thicket’ ‘was surrounded. It was ‘a
capital pldce Tér dofense. Christo
had only forty-five men with him at
the time, and the Cubans could have:
stood him off ‘Tor - a- ‘week. When fhe
rebels - had kil,ed five of his men and
suffered’ no ‘less themselves Christe
rédorted t6 a flag of trucr. He pro-~
nifsed-‘that if surrender was made to

a.present of twenty dollars in cash.
All were in fags and half
and .sqme. had not seen their homes
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pealell to”them. ~ They surrendered.
miles and -thén,”- meeting a Spanigh'
force, they ‘were~done to death. They-
were ghot in succéssion.

til the Jast was finally reached. For
this. deed. a Spanish Club in Havapa
Presented. Captain - Christo with a
gold watch and Genersl Weyler men-
tioned him  with praise in his re-
ports,
. Three or four .,dcaders like Christo
working inté the jungle with small
forces at théir ' backs, might have
finally wrecked the” Cuban eause, but
there were no others to ‘follow in his
blosdy  footsteps. ' The: Tebels dread-
ed him and thirge  for revenge. Af-
man, who was about thirty years old
been-laid and.faileq ‘an American sol-
dier.-of fortune serving. with the Cu-
bang-as sergeant came forward. This
was known only as Hines, He gave
/rao information about himself, and
, 85 he was a lighter ne questions
wero asked. Ho askeq for four “tried
With him, and he took
: he had soen test-
Hough to plant all the e afternoon they march-
Blant now, “next year eq nine miles to the houss of a peon
friendly to the cause, He informeg
them that Chricto’s Devils Were only
& mile away on an abandoned sugar
blantation. He . had - visi

P a sound one. Intro
briths later its blight
test sensation, result-
. being paid, and $250

Massey sold 14 1bs. of
Incredulous; yet three
e £1,400 ($7000) for 14
. 19th, 1904,

pught the record price,
seed  tubers.”—Rural

ido is repeatinhg on 2
ing the record prices
| Connolly, Fishers; N.
th last, to Mr. F. S.
eat many sales of 30_
Experimental Farms, {
he history of the truly

thlat year. - Crops of

Vn Canada,. - Send for

d, extracts 81 papers In marching through the jungles two

or three days before most of the men
had . 'been - poisoned by a vine like
Our ivy. The peon said that  fully
thirty men were blind with the poi-

Vill"—'-‘s Ont.

{be cut off: it

ter:his own heart. He' wanted a mandof the fiverspoke to ‘the  Captain, He !

they were shot or cut down without |

ninety Devils for two days, and were |*

it on the ground that it was neces"
g0~ out ‘that ho had-

8 ‘were thousands of  bullfrogs, 1 saw

{they couldn’t bellow, and in

* HIS HOBSE.. WAS SHOT FROj

parole the Cubans and give each orie |
starved, |*
or & yea?. The promise:strongly ‘ap-4 4
end were marched.a distance of two | .’

Every mian’|* 15
Was made to see the others shot un-| F

be trusted, he was sent to the Cuban
camp after a reinforcement of thirty
men. While waiting for the  arrival
of this force the Captain was tied
and .gagged .and .thrust down cellar.
When the thirty men had come up
Hines led the way to the sugar plan-
tation and fell upon the Devils and
almost made a wipeout. Only ten
escaped.

. When‘ Captain'- Christo - had been
wld sa.tel;; }andet:i i‘!)x‘, tr;B:Ctlx‘banhmmp ée
o'|'Was informed ‘of ths slaughter. (]
for the lines thg;p;?:edcﬁgsz:,p?ﬁz ¢ould not doubt iv, .for the men
him. They. wera in luck At 9'0’clock 2found him were laden with the
next morning the Ca.pt.ain attended | SPOIls of the Spanish camp. ‘Hs was
only by an orderly, made his appear- ‘ glsuc;_ t"é‘ie;hat l;‘ﬁ dmus: ‘:‘e rtwithill;ian!
ance. His horse was shot from un-| : yould not  torturo him,
e ne IO T e 038 oo, g e DY gl rop.  Th
b i a,prisfmerf’ . T it ane e chill.  He tried
Hines had sketched out a plan to|t° ‘bluster,- but it was a lamentable
be followed in case of capture, and:’ia“:;eb {-Ie h““i scenb dlgzlens of eap-
s : ¥ . | tur ubans stand bo up to be!
now it wag put intq effect; Not: ono. shot to death by . his ordzr, ll:;ut the
presence of ‘the.grim specter unneéry-
ed him. He ecried like a child. He
stated that he had $30,000 in bank
at Havang, and every' cent should go
to the Cuban.cause. if his life ~was
Spared.. He offered to. lead a Spanish
foree into a trap. He oven offered to
turn rebel and fight for the cause.
When the rope
screamed and
and ‘licked the

could not handle their muskets for
their 8wollen hands.

The pative had understood that
Captain (_Jhrist_o Was to ride back to
the Spanish-lines next day, but this
might or might not be so. He had
seen the captain and had been ques-
tioned by him, and he reported the
officer in gullen spirits. The rebels
Passed the plantation that night and
went -into ambush-on . the road be-
yond. It was taking ‘a chance. It
Spanish troops came up they wo

first: tried:blufls  and threats.
would, “heé declared, Bo' recaptured
within the hour, and he promised
that every ome of the five should
roast before a slow ‘fire. With his
arms tied behind his back and a
guard on-egch side of him he was
hustled into the jungle and not a
word uttered in reply. After half an |
hour had passced the Captain resort-
ed-to promises. If they ~would-. . lct
him go they would pay each one a
hlm'dged dollars. Hb: finally raised ice was 8o disgusting
his offer to a thousand doliars a- |
piece. ' On top of that he would agree ' )
to resign his commission and go his life; -and hag made a false repu-
home to Spain. : 8till no reply. Com- {tation. He was ig terror of death
ing to the cabin of & man who' could and died whining like a dog.
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5 He

was prepared he
fought. and groveled
feet: of the mon -in

that many
turned away. Christo had been a
‘bully and braggart and a leader all

———

o--cooolcctii'*'f."”"’;‘I never fought g duel, and I think 1
B :nshould like to try' onc for a-novelty.
R « | Have you receded from your pesition
o cglg"[l BUNKE 1 * On the bullfrog question . yet?’ :
| :'%‘ Suh, -Colonsl«Bunker never re-
e S l,‘cpdes,‘ ; i
{ . Well, let.the
{ by,Colonel.’”
“I made up my mind,” safd the
¢ -« »4 Colonel, ““that ho was a .quecer man,
¢« 4 % but how queer I didn’t recken until
R %% Wwé met the next morning. The choice
4 . 9f weapans rested with him, and may
“‘Ruring my first term in the Sen-|7y p, blessed; suh, if ‘he didn’t appear
ate of my native - State, as I may . 110 ground with a ‘pitchfork - in
have told you,” eaidColonel Bunk- o hands and seemed to be highly
er, after disposing of his cocktail, “I jntorostoq.’ ;
introduced a bill: making it a Pen\‘ﬂ; “.0ur seconds told him that  no
offense. for any - person encouraging ! 4y cauld take place with such ‘wea-
the bullfrag to bellow. I had stud- pons. “That Colonel Bunker- was a
led the reptile and proved to my sa-'gentloman and. expected to meot a
tisfaction that he was guict and. do- genfienan armed, with a gentletnan’s
cile, unless cncouraged to the ~con- weapoh. The Professor seid that as

HE TELLS: OF- A GENTLE- - duel go on. Good-
MAN WHO IS'NO GENTLE-
MEY. o iag BT
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charge of the execution. :His coward- |/

W BOWSER'S VOICE--

HE STARTS IN TO GET CUL-
TIVATION.
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smoked his cig@r
when he arose

Mr. Bowser had
and read the paper
said to Mrs. Bowser : : "

“I shall be busy in the attic for
the next hour and do not wished to
be disturbed;’’ e W)

‘“You are not going t6 'try'and
ride that old bike around again, are
You?'’ she asked.

“I.I am, what of it?”’

* Why, nothing, of Course, but when
gots as heavy and logy as you are,
he shouldn’t think of fooling around
with “bikes ** i

“Oh, I'm heavy and logy, am I? I
have reachet that stage where I am
to be looked upon as a haystack on
 wheels?  Thank you for your . flat-
tery, Mrs. Bowser,

“You know I didn’t meéan to hurt
your feelings. T just meant that you
were not as spry as you used to be.
It you had tried roller skating twen-

suceess of if, But now’’——

ty years ago-you would have made a!

wild-eyed and asked of Mrs: . Bow-ered, and that noise must stop or I

ser:

‘‘Has it come at last, ma‘am?’’
TO"What désyon meédn, Sasan?’’ i
! “Has Mr. Bowser gone out of his
head and becoms dangerous.”’

““Of course not.”’

““'Then what's he doing up stairs
going ‘ha! hal ha! ha! whoop! stoop!
Spup! "and &° hundred  :other words
that® thére’s no sense to?”’

‘“He’s cultivating his voice so - as
to make a reader and a speaker of
himseif,””

I nevear heard the. likes, but: if You

ter, and a rooster it is, and do you
know what I'm going to do  with
him? T'm going to wring his neck
for erowing so early in: the morn-
ing.”” :

‘“Come on, Jim’ said one of the
mcn as he seized the drunkard by the
arm and pulled at him. “Tt may bLe
8 rooster and it may“be an owl, but
whatdo we care?”’

"1 said I would wring his neck,
b s R SRR <

But he didn’t.: A policethan came
around - the eorner and: walked up to
the group, and. after making a few

shall lose my job. The word same to
the station house that five people
wero: being turdered by s lufatic,” -

““Very' well; you dan g0 up.”

The officer found ' his way 'to the
attic. Mr. Bowser iwas waving his
arms and bending his body was enune:
ciating, but after the officer had seiz-
ed him and given him twg shakes he
dropped - voice 'culture and ‘thore was
& contest of language lasting five mi-
nutes. At the end of that time the
officer came dowh stairs and smiled
at Mrs. Bowser .as he opened the

say it's so I must believe-you Hark
to that, will you!. The neighbors

Mr. Bowser's  voice had improved |
80 much. in a quarter .. of an hourl
that it could be heard clear down |
stairs. Mrs.Bowser took a
ffom a front window and saw i
several people had stopped in front |
of the housé. Then she climbed . to |
the attic to give Mr. Bowser a word
of caution.. 8he found him with coat
vest and collar . off and the sweat |
standing out of his forehead, and he
jgrécted her entrance with :

“H;p! hip! Hop-hip-hop-hip-hip!
{ Ma-ry! Ma-ry! Ma-ry! Sam ] Sam !
{ Sam "’ X
I ‘Do you know that people are
} stopping in front of the house 2’ she |

“ YOU CAN SEE WHAT &

trary. I made personal experiments, j, was a very busy man it must be
Standing beside a bayou where therse nitohrorics or nothing that day, and ,
S 50 the duel ‘was’ again put off, ’
that as long 7as I kept quiet the rather, 1ot to hiséf:onve’t):iencoe. Pg;-
frogs kept quiet. If I began to sing pia ywore already - laughing over the
they began to bellow. I found - that matter, and I'did not wish to bo
the negro was the encourager cf the made ridiculous, '
bullfrog, and the bill was.aimed at What did_the fellow do a fow days

him, AR I | T TR g £ ]
“In the State school of Natural dit_ iz. I%o é;n?e 't:ufnzogo?o(;n:tbmé

History was a professor named Ches- o'clock in the. mawning and insisted

ter. He at once took issuc with. me 4o .
on the frog question. He claimed | oasa;: be awakened in order for him

that a S WA Mob $0 ¥ollqw . about ., Tl gL Ll

so often to get rid of his  surplus extuls ;2::1 unker, you must

wind, just as a whale must rise  at -perimenting

intervals to. fill his lungs with ' air, ot slipped

He cited Ipstncks where frogs had o o PPed

had their mouths tied up ‘so et};;‘_’; toed hen is just as good as & five

b Lo i toed. Breeders :shoul

case they had expl>ded within twelve | duce the extra n't'uggog. onlr]f:ou i clt;.er;

hours. ; make it convenient.to meet  me ' at
sunriss I will be on hand.’ : ;

‘“I was distrustful of the man, but
thought I would ‘take another chan-

really
Buh, but T have been ox-
with hens’ toes and. our
my ;mind. I'have found
useftl purposes a three-

“There was' & diréet issus betiveen
us, suh—a diréct issue. I answered
the  Professor thro;xdghhtl:e public i
i 8 said that my re-
r’::?z:' ;:r‘l i;u:;ent. The Profzssor ce. It would have been bef.tel‘ to
had’ several things to say, and it have turned my batk on him. He
was also remarked that his observa- Was on-the ground belore I was, and
tions were pungent. I spoke of him What" do you think he was armed

““Go mhead and say what
ted out to.”’

““Well, when you tried it one  eve-
ning a few-weeks ago you came down
with such a jar that you shook the
whole house and was unconscious for
ten minutes.’’ A

*‘During ‘which time you took ad-
vantage of my helplessness to rob me
of two dollars.”’

*“I never robbed you!'’ indignantly
exclaimed Mrs. Bowser,

‘“Perhaps it was the cat. I count-
ed my money as soon as I came to
and found a $2 bill missing. T am
not going to the attic for athletit
exercise, however, I am walking: to
and from the office these mornings,
and that is ¢cnough.” i

“Then why not sit here and talk?"”

Mr. Bowser walked up-and®
for five minutes béfore he - replied.
It was evident that he wanted to
trust her, but he was also afraid of
her. Finally he said :

‘““Professor Zangwilly was in the
office. this afternoon, and after we
had talked for awhile he wanted ' to

you star-

‘88 the Bullfrog Doctor, and ho got With this time? Upon my word,
back by referring to Bunker’s Bull- Sub, it was a common ax, such as
/frogs.  He finally characterized 'me -Woodchoppers use, and he glesfully
! the last of the Dodos; - and .I boasted that he.twould decapitate e
promiptly tetorted by sending him w -2t the. first swing. The seconds|
challenge. Ho accepted right off the Wrestied with him, and after. a long
reel, but when I appeared the mnext 2rgument he shouldered his. weapon.
rning he was not to bte seen. Af- and walked off, and then and there I

| mornin

: he ¢ol-
of lege, suh, bnt he. was no gentléeman,

the absurdity, suh!  Colonel Bunker: ‘‘Interest in my bill began to wane,
obliged to wait until it could be de-' and in order to revive it I had a
terinined “whether a.-grasshopper re-. committee appointed .and went with
| quired lime: in -his system to .cneble. them to the J-nearest frog pond, I
him to- digest his food with-the -bost . then satisfied them that the frog was
results. I stood on my dignity .and & quiet and fespeetable member of the
made up my mind to_ heve nothing| community-unless'driven to the wall,
further to :do with the man,  but a|He would meditate in  silence for
Wl ; . .-+, |hours until hearing a darkey whist-
. Jling or a mule braying. Then he
| would break forth- i bellows of..

mittee were made known in the pub- |
' iic prints,” and ‘then Professor:- Ches—‘
“| ter broke out again.: I paid no at-|
tention to him until hé called me the |
boss bullfrog charlatan. Then T had
to do something; and I did it. L
pulle his nose for him on ‘the strest,
and it would” have ‘doné ‘your heart
which he ‘challénged’ me: He' scemed
.| B0, fiercely in carnest this time that
J I 'accepted and named pistols gs the
jweapons, - 7o
i ""Again “wé et on the field: of-
‘| honah:." Fhe ‘Professor’ was pale” but,
determined; and he went so far'  ag
to take a weapon in hand. Then he |
demanded that we be stationed fifty |
rods apart.at - first, He had never
fired -a shot in his lifo and wanted
Jtimeto get wused ‘to firearms, .. We
were to. fire and then advance 12
inches, ‘and he hoped to be able to
put a bullet into me by tne time we
were: 50 feet apart. Nothing  of the.
A sort could be-allowed, of. course. I
' : g e .. | stepped--over and pulled the - -profes-
“OUR SECONDS TOLD HIM THAT Sor’s nose, hoping to, bring } _to.
NO DUEL COULD TAKE PLACE  the mark. He. - instantly challenge;
WITH SUCH WEAPONS,” me again, end claimed that the last
: challenge took precedence of the first,
week later T met him on the ' stroet same as an amendment to a motion.
and he held out his hand to me and, When we had wrangled over that for
said: : | ten minutes he suddenly discovered a
** ‘Exeuse me, but I belieye this is new kind of grub in the grass agd
Colonel and Senator Bunker?” = . |captured it”and-started -for - home.
“‘/The same, suh, and at your ser-l “'My position-was ridiculous,” syh |
vice.” : i | Tt 1t had been anybody but  Colenal

1

good to hear the Promptness - with suh.

know why I'didn’t go in and cultiv-
atc my voice for public speaking and
reading. He .said I had no voice for
song, but that as a reader, lecturer
or ‘speaker I would mako -a great suc-
cess. I have often been asked  to
read in public, you know.”

““And you are going up to the attic

“I am. For five dollars he gave
me some instructions to. follow, .and
to cultivate it.”’ :

I'am going to follow them. .The
first thing, as we all know, is to get
a proper enunciation,

‘““Why can't we have the Sylvesters
over and play a few games of cards?’’

asked Mrs. Bowser, as a sigh escaped |

her.

‘“Are the Sylvesters and a few
gamos of cards of more consequence
than your husband’s voice?”’ .

.. That silenced her, and : after Mr.

- test. The investightions of 'the comeBowser had- waited around for a spell

without < ‘réceiving any aenswer he
passed ' upstairs and to the garret.

The cook had gone to her room, but |

she
and

in the .course of ten minutes
came down  looking pale-faced

my dignity’~ and held my position,
To do so, it became necessary.
to’challenge © and meet ‘and wound
two other parties.

““The joking ceased after that, and
things werc going along all right
when:the professor bobbed up again.
He: suddenly remembered that we had
two. duels to fight, and he sent a
friend to say that I would be ex-
pected to show up on the ficld of

‘honah next mawning. I waited un-

til I heard that the professor was
there and. then sauntered forth. Ha
was there, sub, but he was armed
with a butcher knife—the same wea-

to- disembowel a 'coon to find how
his Tiver compared with that of the
woodchuck! He wanted a butcher-
knife duel of none at all, and’ ho
wanted. it in the rules that both of
us could kick and bite as well as
thrust and slash.

‘1 turned my back and left “him.
He was no gentleman, suh—no ' gen-
tleman. Ho simply resembled one in
his dress. Ho called me a voward in
the public prints, but by the advice
of my friends I paid no heed to it.
When Colonel Bunker meets up with

““You are the bullfrog man?”’ Bunker, who led his regiment at Get-
'l am, sun’ tysburg and lost two hundred men
* ‘“And come to think of it, we|out of seven hundred, and who had
were to fight a duel. I was too busy | fought twenty-six ducls, he would
at the date named, but I will meet have been driven out of the Senate

bn, -and of the other sixty many

you at sunrise to-morrow mawning.'by the jokes and jibes. I stood on

a man who wants to fight a duel
with pitchforks, axes or bludgeons he
retires gracefully from the figld. He
will either be killed by a gentleman,
with a gentleman’s’ weapons, or live
on to imbibe other cocktails,’’

down |

pon he had used half an hour before |

e e

»CROWD HAS GATHERED.”

asked,

‘“‘What. for? Hip! hopt
san! Su-zan! Su-zan!*

“Your shoutings makes them won-
der what is going on. Can’t you
lower your voice a little?’’

““Not by the fourtcen horns of the
seven  sacred. bulls "of Indial” he
shouted. ““I am in my own house.
I am cultivating my own voice. If
the general public doesn’t like it they
can lump it.”’ ;

“But you haven’t got to shout at
the top of your veico to cultivate it,
have "you?”’ ¢

“T havé got to do just as the Pro-
fessor told me. I want a voice that
can be heard all over a hall holding
ten thousand people. * Hit Hil Hil
Hi! Ho! HotH61" -

Mrs. Bowsar went ‘down stairs and/
left him at it, and she saw from the
|window that the number of people
iha.d increased to fifty. The sash was
raised, and she heard one man say:

‘I tell you it’s Bowser. He's beem
off his chump for two or threc years
past, and he's finally become buggy.
-He ‘ought to be taken to an asylum
to-night.”

Hip! Su-

‘will ‘think 'we are aflbeing. murder- Pl”m. The whooping had stopped

door to pass out’ and; assure the peo-

inquiries he :said to Humpy:
Ple that  thero . was no cayse for

“You take your.old bird and dust
along before you gét up a riot ani
for good, and they could go,. home lare landed in jail.”
and assure their familes that no'deod’| Threo blocks further on hoy' a-a
of. blood would 6c¢eur. The crowd {bird came across a gang of boys
had melted away when Mr, - Bowser | the middle of the street, but in a mo-
t ‘up.to {ment he was surrounded and the
C r for a (leader of the gang was shouting :
long. minute before he could speak. |  ‘‘Boys, all get round: here and we'l}l
Then his enunciation ‘was perfect“as have moroe fun than a har’l of mon-
he said: drs el ';ke_vs! Now, then, young feller, whers

“Woman, this is your seventeenth {did ye stoel this parrot?”
attempt to assassinate me in the last “I didn’t steal him,” replied Hum-
five years, '’ - icn : Py. “I'm carrying him to a woman

*“Yes?”’ she replied. " |on Jay street.’’ ! L

“You 'were bound’ ‘ahd determiined |’ “Don’t tell lics. Any one can sce
to have my voice remain like the|that you stole him.” i
sounds of an old file drawn across a| ‘‘You're a liar!’’ shouted the par-
coal scuttle and you.gathered that | rot. g
mob and sent for the police.’* . The boys welcomed the words with

“Well?”, . RS 5 4 -2 whoop, and the leader pushed some

“To-morrow we Separate—separate: | of them back with his elbows and
You consult’ your lawyer—I consult | said :
mine. The dead line had beon reach-| ““You all heard him call me a liar.
ed. Good-night Mrs. Bowser. I go | He’s got to take that back or fight.
to the library to. look over some.pa- | Nobody can call me a liar, and get
pers.”! %l yoagEh LN LA ;

‘““Mrs.Bowser went to bed and two.
hours later  when: br came upstairs
she heard him growl to himself:
‘““Hang Professor Zangwilly! If ha
comes into the office to-morrow I'll
punch his head.’”’ -

- ik

cage and squarc off.’

““Too much talk!”
parrot.

‘““You boys hear
He’s sassin’ me.

screamed the

_him, don’t you ?
‘Some one open the

‘the neck.

It was the fat
store who saved
+ | sauntered out

= said ®

*| “ It you hoodlums don’t skip I'll
% | whistle for the police,” "

s “‘But that parrot called me a liar,”*
-

L]

®

-

*

-

grocer of a nearhy
the situation. ' He
to the ‘crowd and
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THAT SHRNER 01,

HE AND A PARROT HAVE
; ADVENTURES.

protested the leader of the gang.
‘‘That makés no difference.
has a right to carry a parrot along
the street, ‘and if you interfere with
him I’ll se6 that the polico get hold
of you.:: Clear off with you!’’
¢ Humpy,” said Mrs. -Skinner the| The gang cleared and the fat gro-
other morning, as her only son got . : Blde oo sl

up to ‘late ‘breakfast:. . “Mrs; Noble | - 7 — o o

was herc early this morning to see
you.Her sister, who lives up on Jayil
street. lost her: little -boy. about four |
weeks ago and is very lonely..  Mrs,
Noble is -going-to send.up her parrot
to be company for her. She said she
would give 'you ten cents to take tha
bird up there.”” . . ;

“T'll da it,” eagerly exclaimed
Humpy,

‘‘But..you have never. carried
rot anywhers yet.'’ .. s ;

“What. difference does ‘that make ?.
Can’t I walk along ‘with a parrot in
a cage ? Carrying a parrot hain’t
thing like driving a cow.’’

““If he should got out of the cage
Mrs. Noble never could forgive you.” :

‘“How is he to get out of the cage '
with the door fastened?’”

{‘He can’t, of course, you don’t
want to do any fooling around. You
musn’t leave the ctage in & grocery
and go off to 'See"'a_ game of baseball
or anything of that kind''When ‘&
bay of your. age sets out to carrya
parrot through the streéts ho is as-
suming a great responsibility.””

Humpy was willing to assume all
the responsibility, and after a hur-
ried breakfast he appeared 'at Mrs,
Noble’s. ' He ‘'was' cautioned again
and again as to how caréful he must
be, and in order that'he might carry’
the cage more -conveniently he was
permitted to place it upon his head.
The bird looked wide but had noth-
ing to say, and had been carried two
blocks . when Humnpy ‘met three “boys
of his acquaintance. Of course, ‘they
were instantly interested, ' and = of
course he stopped’ dand lowered — the

* fOoSTE O REEDS
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a. par-

“THE BIRD LOOKED WISE, BUT
HAD NOTHING TO SAY."™

éer helped Humpy to elevate the cage
to his head and then said:

** Go ' right along and attend to
your business. If you meet another
gang turn back or dodge ‘em.’’

*“ 8o long, old man,*” called tha
parrot as Humpy walked away and
hoped that their troubles were over.

He was within three blocks of Jay
strect when a woman who' was stan-

===,

“ HAS IT COME AT LAST,
MA'AM 7

‘““Why don't one of these boys go
for a ‘policeman?’ queried ' another:
‘“If that noise keeps up no.onc one
the block will get an hour’s sleep to-
night.”’ .

“‘Cosmo! Cosmo! Cosmo! ‘Dick !
Dick! Dick ! Dan! Dan! Danl”’ came
{the voice of Mr. Bowser just as the
bell rang and Mrs. Bowser answered
it to find a pPoliceman on the steps.

‘‘How long has he been acting this
way?'" whispered the officer as - he
dodged into the hall.

‘Do ‘you mean Mr. Bowser?’’

“¥Yes, or whoever it is that is roar-
ing out live a mad bull.. Has the
doctor seén him and ordered him to
the asylum yet?’’ -

"“A-way! - A-way! A-way! Heave
ho! Heave ho! Heave ho!’’ ishouted
the voice cultivator in the attic.

“It 18 Mr. Bowser, sir,”’ said Mrs,
Bowser with all the dignity she could
call up, “and he is not crazy.”’

“Then, mum, could I ask without
hurting your feelings how long' he’s
been on the sprec?”’

‘“He is perfeetly sober, sir.””

“Then 'he must hgve rats aftér him.
You can see what a crowd has gath-

eage to the ground to tell them that:
ho was going to get ten cents for
delivering Polly on Jay strcet.

“I'd bo a proud boy,” said one of,
the three if I was sent anywhere with
a parrot. I was sent with a canary.
bird once, but he wasn’t bigger'n . a
piece of chalk. ‘If you keep on, Hum-
py Skinner, you are going to be a
great man when you grow up.”’ to

‘““He’ll be bigger'n -Christopher Co-
lumbus,’’ added the second. boy, who
was red-headed and had holes in his.
shoes. o T gl

“‘Christopher Columbus . discovered ‘have been told  that if I touchod a
America, you know,’’ observed the|parrot it would go
third, ; S et me try it, 'won’t Vouy’

‘‘But did he carry a parrot when he|  ‘“He may bite FOULL- =
was a-boy?’’ demanded Humpy asha| “Don’t yag;&:px;gm of that, bub-
looked around him in an in@portant, by. A parrot;'l&;ows:'wﬁo to  Dbite
way. “I want you fellers to under- | and - whom to- Iet ‘atone” You arec a
stand that it hain’t every boy ~ who|good boy, and when i ‘Have touched
is trusted. with. a parrot.. He's got|the bird I'll look through my purso
to be brave and loyal and .trustwor-|and sce if I can't find a cent. TI'll
thy. 'Sposen I was the kind of boy |just open the - door: very: carefully
that would get up a fight between | and——’ :
him and a cat? ’'Sposen I'd let a dog) ‘“Hands of1” called. the parrot, hut
come along and jump at him? *Spo-'the woman paid ng sttention to him.
sen I'd let you fellers jab at his eyés| She opened thg door and thrust = in
with a piece of wire?’”’ her hand to ' smooth his plumage,

“Cut it out!" screamed the parrot! when he grabbed her thumb. She
as he flopped his wings. screamed and ~ dréw back and out

They were his first words, and the|came the bird. Before Humpy: could
boys gave a jump 'away from ' the!seize him he let go of the thumb and
cage. Just then a woman, two men{flew into the neavest tree, and as'the
and two other boys came- along ani boy denced up and down and the
stopped to sce what was up. One of| woman held her thumb and  cried
the men had been drinking and was|over the bite Polly plumed her wings
ready to quarrel. As soon as - helfor a flight and cried out :
saw the bird he loudly demanded: ““Nobody works but father! I'm of

“Now, then, who doos this i'cre|the perch,’” ~% s~ :
rooster belong to,” and what’s he do-
ing here?’’

‘‘Please,. sir, but it's a parrot, and
I'm carrying it up on Jay street,”
replied Humpy.

““Don’t tell me it’s a parrot, young
man, I'm not ®o0 blind that I can’t
tell a rooster whon T see one.’"

‘'Ot ‘course it's n’ parrot,”” aaswer-
od the woman. *‘Before I lost my
fortune I used to have fifty of them
around the bouse. It's a fine bird,
little boy."”

“Thes I'm ' cross-eyed, am I?"
shouted the man  as he pushed ths
woman aside. I said it was a roos-

ding in her ' door beckoned ' to him:
As he 'reached the "steps she came
down and said : ¢

‘“What a .strangs thing. I was just

‘parrot when here: you come-right tg
my door,”’ = = e 3

** I've got to hurry along ma’am,”
see
sight. P X
» “* Yes, I know you have,
shan’t detainyou but a minute. ¥ou
sce I have a wart on. my hand: I

JAPAN'S ROYAL BOX.

It is proposed that dn “Imperial
Box,” for the accommodation of the
Mikado, shalli be constructed - in the

to be built in Tpkio.

FOOTBALL IN SWEDEN.

Fred Coles, .a’ Grimshy foothail
player, has been engaged to teach the
game to a ciub composed of the sons
of shipowners and. merchants at Go-
thenburg, Sweden. ;

away. He’s got to come out of that ;

door of the cage and pull him out by -

The boy

‘going to a bird. store to touch  a .

%

replied Humpy as he looked around’
if thero were any Dboys . in

and I

away. You will

permanent wrestling -house which g et
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