mssme CHILDREN
" ARE Founo TO-DAY

G;rls Eight and Ten, Respect-
ively, Overtaken by Dark,
4 Sleep Out.

' (From Friday's Daily).

- After -pondlng the night in a vacant
l.uu, little Helen Fletcher J’ouph
and Blsie Sherbin, and respectively i0
and 8 years, were found shortly after
9 o'elbek this morning va}nderin‘ about

Gmcn- field, Ridge. The
m girls are respectlvory the children

oellr and Mrs, L. B. Joseph, of 821
i eormmnt -street, and Mr. and Mrs.

Sherbin, Fairfield- road. The little ones

,‘Mn@mm Schﬁotu utn:la.t noon

o - Hamilton,

when intercepted by Constable Heath-
er,. who had gone to the Spring Ridge
. district in response to a message from
{ Mrs.. J. Renouf, of 1358 Gladstcne ave-

{ nue, to the effect that she had seen
' {and spoken with two' little girls an-

' swering the description of the two who

. were missing, who, however, refused to

answer any questions about themselves,
The two are quite worn out with their
ramblings without food, and are re-
, ticient regarding their reasons for
absenting themselves from home last
evening. Needless to say their parents
are-overjoyed to have them home again,

“The mothers of both girls bid them

- -good-bye at noon yesterday when they

were - leaving their respective homes
:for the Central school, which both at-
bnd. They were in thelr class during
' but stayed around the

~for some time after they were
dhuiued "Miss Johnson, their teacher,
.noticed this and told them to go home.
Instead of doing so, however, the girls

.atarted out on a ramble, Having gone.

#

farther than. they had . expected, and
.. night coming on, they sought refuge in
a ;vacant house, where they went to
ﬂd‘p suppertess. This morning, « after
awaking, they resumed their wander-
.ings without breakfast. They were seen
lpy some, of their classmates, who re-
thq fact to the teachers, when

vg ‘were. made on the reassemb-’

classes. this morning. The news
nce sent to the police station,
e men deuﬂent to search the
Rridge district, in ‘whieh it was
they had been .seen. Mean-
vlmo Mrs, Joseph Renouf, of 1358 Glad-
_stome, had seen two little girls an-
lmrlu the descriptions of the missing
ones ‘and undertook to uuestlon them.,
vu‘be toy t.lkiuh however,

“the

or any )

d Hér h lbaﬂd

sd the police,  Con-

©° who df
. stablerHeather, who had been relieved

mm duty at 8 o’clock, but who had
'~ volunteered- to assist in the search,
~was ‘jaa the police ‘station at the time
and at orice jumped on his wheel and

ed to the vicinity of Goodacre’s

field toward which the youngsters had
been heading when last seen. He found.
them, but both were averse to return-’

* ing home, and were also disinclined to

tell: anything- about their movements |

!:hm the time they had left school yes-
terdny afternoon,

~ 'He, however, brought them along
with him, taking the little Joseph girl
to her home and the Sherbin one to the
pollce station, from where she was sent

"The parents of the little girls had an
oxeeed!ncly anxious night of it as a

“ pesult of the absence of their children.
. While they wondered that they had not
returped after  school, each mother
thought her daughter had gone to visit
‘at the other woman’s home. As the
evening wore on Mrs. Joseph became
anxious and communicated with the
Sherbin home, only to find that her

- da ter was not thers, and the little

girl was also missing. Inquir-
at the homes of other mutual ac-
quaintances also failed to reveal any
trace of the lost.
mt 10 ro'alock Mrs. Joseph com-
with the police, and men
were at once sént to search for the
~missing youngsters, but owing to the
Inteniess of the hour they were unable
te do much. This morning the police
- continued . ‘search, several of the
night Uremaining on duty-for the
All night long the Joseph and Sherbin
families watched and waited for the
‘return of the littie girls, and by morn-
fug the mothers were well nigh dise

‘itracted, especially as the hours of the
‘<. day were on without any tidings. To

sy that Mrs. Joseph was overjoyed
- when Constpable Heather brought her
+ damghter to the doar isito" put’ the mat-

S
'ﬁbo!tar for the 'Times, Mrs.

n.m 1 was Yy so excited

" the constable brought Helen to

I ihor that I even forgot to thank
‘'him for having found my
m is so tired and worn

Yxﬁ her experience that I did not

ave the heart to ask her many ques-

w ‘but she did tell me that she and

iWiste Had spent the night in a vacany

 house, and that this niorning she was

““gfraid to come home on account of
M( stayed away last night. How-
“@yer, she mneed not have been afraid,

and if she only knew what anguish she
“‘has caused me by her abgence she
“would never have done so I am sure, I
want to publicly thank Constabile

Heather and the members of the police
force generally as well as friends who
va. asgisted in the searoh.”

in was simfilarly thankful
over the return of her daughter,

The Union longshoremen, on strike
in Seattle, are endeavoring to bring
about a sympathetic strike along the
Pacific coast feh would result in
shipping being practically tled up in
al] ports of the United States between
the Sound and San Francisco for sever-
al days at least,

to be tried in Victoria, the

WlTH TAR MACADAM

New Kind of Roadway Will Be
Laid on North Park
Street. ’

(From Saturday’s Daily.)
An experiment with tar macadam is
streets,
bridges and sewers committee having
last’ night decided to recommend to
the council the putting down of a road-
way of this kind on North Park street,
between Blanchard and Cook streets.

4 The work will be undertaken as soon

as the necessary by-law can be put
through.

Tar macadam has given satisfaction
in England-and France where' it ‘has
been in use, but whether because Can-
adian e'ngineers do not understand the
proper method of laying it or for some
other ‘eatise it has not given satisfac-
tion in most places where it has been
tried in Canada.. In Ottawa, for ex-

‘ample, it has béen a complete failure

and the city engineer is not under-
taking any more of it. Some few years

‘ago Ottawa started to go in extensives

Iy for tar macadam but the authorities
found inside a few years that it did
not ‘make a suitable roadway, among
other things that it did not last. In

thoritieg “claim ‘to have solved the
problem of making tar macadam roads,
and now Victoria will attempt to do
$0.

One reason that the residents of
North Park street asked for tar maec-
adam was that it is said to be prac-
tically dustless. Up to the present this
road hag been one of the worst in the
city for dust and as a result the resi-
dents were looking for a roadway on
which there, would be a minimum of
this nuisance. The roadway is made
by pouring hot tar on an.-ordinary
macadam roadway. This tar permeates
the macadam and binds the whole into
one gsolid mass.

The committee also decided to re<
commend the construction of grano-
lithic sidewalks along both sides of the
same street, the grading, draining and
laying of cement walks along both
sides of Alfred street between Burn-
side road and Douglas stireet and the
;A%ees!ary #epairs to the south end of

Ilerton avenue, Victoria West. The
Carey - céistle subdivision ‘blans were
approved.

ANOTHER SEALER
COMING HERE

BEATRICE L. CORKUM
" SAILS FROM HALIFAX

e e ey

Will Huﬁt bn Southern Grounds
and Then Join Behring
Fleet.

On Priday last the sealing schooner
_Beatrice"L Corkum, Capt.’ Gilbert, sailed
from, Halifax, N. 8., for the southern
sealing grounds from where she will come
to ‘Victoria to join the rapidly diminishing
Behring Sea fleet:

Interviewed in Halifax on the day .of
the schooner’s departure, A. J. Bechtel,
who has been. superintending the" outfit-
ting of the Corkum.on behalf of the Vic-
toria Sealing Company; isaid: “This will
probably be the last time the Corkum will
be seen in Halifax. After she fimishics
up this season’s work in the South At-
lantic we will take her to Victoria and put
ker to work in the Behring Sea. We are
not going to work the old grounds at all
this trip, our intention being to try new
grounds further south, that as yet have
not been touched. Owing to our not re-
turning to Halifax we have had some lit-
tle difficulty in securing a crew, but w2
now have all the men we require.”

Capt. Gilbert, who Is master of the
Corkum, is one of the best known Nova
Scotia and Victoria sealers. He was in
the crew of one of the Victoria Sealing
Company’s first schooners coming from
Halifax to this port 22 years ago,

Mr. Bechtel left Halifax this week for’

a trip through- several points in the Unit-
ed States, and will visit members of his
family in the East before returning to
Victoria.

The crew of the schooger, who. will be
paid off upon arrival here next spring, is
as follows: Capt. F. W. Gilbert, J. A.
Hiits, first mate; Frank Young, second
mate; B8t. Clair Sharpe, cook; Howard
Barkhouse, cabin boy; Joseph Robicheaun,
Henry McKenzie, D. H. Mason, Thomas
Hunt, seamen and hunters; Everett
Coolen, Amngus Morash, Arthur.  Ellis,
Jas. Hiltz, John Welsh and Noah f8uek,
seamen and boat steerers.

WILL BE TRIED HERE
ON ANOTHER CHARGE

E. H. Walters is Aécused of Ob-
taining Money Under False
Pretences.

(From Friday’s Daily).

¥, H. Walters, who was recently
found guilty at Duncan and sentenced
to three months in jail for forgery,
appeared in the local police court this
morning on & charge of obtaining $25
from Dr. Richard Morrison, but the
case was remanded until to-morrow.

The story as told is that some.weeks
ago Walters, who was in the con-
tracting business in this city, met Dr.
Morrison after banking hours and
asked him to cash a cheque on the
Merchants’ bamk for $25. Dr. Morri-
son did not have the money, but he
todk the cheque to Henry Seidenbaum,
of the Palace saloon, and got him to
cash it. Mr, Seidenbaum deposited the
cheque in the Bank of Commerce from
where it was _sent with others to-the
Merchants’ bank' and cashed before it
was discovered that Walters had no
account there., The cheque was traced
back and Dr. Morrison made good the
amount to the Merchants’ bank. Since

‘then the police have been looking for

Walters and this week located him in
jail serving ‘a term for a-similar of-
fence at Dunecan,

‘on 'the 'other hand, the au-

vx

CAPT. TOWNSEND TELLS
OF GOLD AT LAWN PT.

Is Interested in - Promising
Claims—Quatsino Fire Did
No Damage.

(From Tuesday’s' Daily).

Capt. Townsend, of the steamship
Tees, returned yesterday on the latter
vessel from Quatsino, after having
spent two weeks’ leave inspecting gold
properties in which he, with local as-,
sociates, are interested at Lawn Point,
Klaskino inlet. The properties con-
sist of four quartz claims which were
acquired early -in the year and which
border .the claims of the Klaskino Gold
Mining Company's property from
which very valuable samplées have re-
cently been taken.

The trip of inspection was taken by
Capt. Townsend in order to prepare for
development work this fall. It is the
intention of those Interestéd to put
tunneis in before.the end of the year
in order to ‘ascértain, approximately,
the value of their holdings. Mining
men, who have séen the properties, and
members of the local syndicate owning
them, believe that a rich streak of
quartz on the four claims exists. Capt.
Tewnsend brought back from Lawn
Point several samples of rich ore,
which had 'been taken from the claims.

After visiting Klaskino, Capt. Town-
send went to Quatsino and to-day
stated that the' big fires in that dis-
trict had not, as was commeonly sup-
posed, resulted in very heavy loss of
timber. It was confined, he said, al-
most solely to the down timber which
had been leveled by the great gale on
December 23rd last year and by sub-
sequent storms. The green timber was
practically unharmed and, as the rain
at the early part of the week had put
the fires out, “ the damage would
amount to next to nothing.

Capt. Townsend takes charge of the
Tees on her next trip north, leaving
on the 1st for Mosquito harbor. Dur-
ing his absence the first officer has
been acting in his stead.

FINE EXAMPLE OF
SELF-SACRIFICE

How Harry: Brown’s Friend
Sought to Save His
Life.

The Vancouver World has the following
additional particulars regarding the sad
accident by which Harry Brown, of: this
city, lost his life.at Lake Buntzen: '

Few examples. of self-sacrifice.and per-
sonal abandonment of thought of snffer-
ing or risk have been recorded than that
shown at Lake Buntzen on Saturday by
Geo. Handschu, and sad ‘it is that his
efforts were in vain to save his com-
panion’s life.

Mr;- Handschu, an employee of. the B.
C. E. R. at Lake Buntzen; was gut shoo*

.ing om Saturday with Mr o Harry Brown,
“ehief dperator In the generating house of

the company at that pdint. They had
heard that there were bears in the vicin-
ity and started after them.

It was nearly time for them to
back to the power house when they
thought that they had struck a bear's
track. They were on a ledge 50 feet over
the water. Mr. Handschu, looking back,
saw: Mr. Brown dragging his gun, an old-
fashioned one, by the muzzle. He called
to. him, but just at that moment there
was an explesion and Brown’s body came
rolling against Handschu. Together they
made the drop of 50 feet into the water,
Handschu, bruised as he was, dragged
out his eompanion to the little bit of
beach, and literally tore off his' own
clothes, jacket, suspenders and -shirt, to
try and make cinctures to staunch the
flow of blood from his' arm:and side,
where the buckshot from the acecidental-
ly discharged gun had torn its way. He
then discovered that their boat was 300
vards away across :a lagoon. To climb
the cliff was impossible, so he started to

get

swim across, wearing only his trousers.-

He had not got far before they slippad
down about his legs and in getting rid of
them he was nearly drowned himself.
‘When he reached the boat he was ex-
haustéd, but as soon as he recovered he
rowed back to kis wounded companion,
and, getting him in the boat, rowed three-
quarters of a mile to the power house,

As quickly as possible.a launch was got
and Mr. Brown brought to the city, but
he died on the way to the hospital, the
improvised tourniquets not having been
sufficient to restrain the gushings from
the severed arteries.

SEVERAL CHANGES IN
LIST OF OVERDUES

Aberfoyle Reaches Astoria—
Rate on Aeon is 40 Per
Cent.

The British ship Aberfoyle, which
was reinsured at 20 per cent,, has been
removed from the overdue list, having
reached Astoria safely yesterday after
a tedious passage from Antwerp.

During the voyage one of the seamen
became insane and hanged himself in
the sailroom. He became crazed short-
ly after leaving Antwerp, and was
oonstantly on his knees praying. Capt.
Huelin reports speaking the French
barquetine Vincennes on July 3rd in
27 south, 92 west, The Vincennes is
bound for Astoria, and reported “all
well.” b

The British ship Heathficld hag been
spoken and removed from the list, as
well as the French barque Jean Bap-
tiste, which has reached her destina-
tion.

Advices from' 'San Francisco state
that no word of the big steamship
Aeon, Capt. Downie, now a month
overdue from San Francisco for Auck-
land and Sydney, has been received,
and the rate has been advanced to 40
per cent. At this figure heavy spacula-
tion is being’ indulged in, although
there is now considerable alarm in
some quarters for the vessel's safety.

The Norwegian steamship Rygja
which has been lying in the Royal roads
since her arrival from No6Mme recently,
was to-day shifted into Esquimalt har-
bor by the steamship Salvor.

" TRIVAL 10 THE

.at building ordinary railroads and at

PANAMA CANAL

MEXICO’S NEW
INTER-OCEANIC ROUTE

Tehauntepec Railway Has Es-
tablished a Bridge for the
World’s Commerce.

In Septeniber of this year the Tehu-
antepec National railway will be open-
ed for BEuropean freight and passenger
business.

This bald statement will convey. very
little to the ordinary Englishman, says
the London Chronicle, but its import-
ance is fully realized in the United
States, where the new line is looked
upon as a rival to'the future Panama
canal. It is, at any- rate, certain to
bécome the ‘most favored of all trans-
continental land routes. The “Tehuan-
tepec National railway runs from
Puerto Mexico (formerly known as
Coatzacoalcos), on the Atlantic, to Sa-
lina Cruz, on the’Pacific coast. As the
bird flies it is about 125 miles across the
isthmus from ocean to ocean, but by
the road which the railway is compell-
ed to follow the distance is 190 miles.
With the exception of the Panama rail-
way, it is the shortest transcontinental
route,

From the very earliest times the ad-

to date have certainly spent not less

J than £2,000,000 in bringing it to its pre-

senit efficient state. ~The actua] work
was carried out by the Pearson firm,
not as contractors but as agents, at
¢ost “price. On- the -works at Salina
Cruz and Pueérto Mexico, the expendi-
ture was originally limited to £5,500,000;
but this is likely to be considerably ex-
ceeded before the harbors and jetties
are completed. By the terms of other
contracts Messrs, Pearson have enter-
ed into a partnership with the Mexican
government, under the 'title -of the
Tehuantepec National Railway. Com-
pany, The agreement holds good for a
period of fifty-one years from 1902, and
the partners furnish in equal shares the
working capital of $7,000,000. But
Messrs. Pearson are the managers of
the property, the government maerely
retaining the right of inspection.

It is calculated that since the first
work was done on the Tehuantepec
route over £10,000,000' have been expend-
ed, and before the harbor works are
perfected the capita]l expenditure will
have reached £13,000,000. The work,
both on the railway and at the ports,
seems to have been carried out with the
thoroughness* that 'characterizes the
enterprises of Mesasrs. Pearson. ‘It cer-
tainly was a delightful sensation,”
writes Mr. Max Muller, “to be rushing
through .the tropical forest at a rate
which sometimes. exceeds fifty-six miles
per hour, and so smoothly that even
during meals one was not incommoded
by the speed. I wish travellers could
experience such a sensation on the oth-
er lines of Mexico,” he adds with feel-
ing.

Through Tropical Forests,

Many difficulties were encountered by
the contractors in the initial periods of
the reconstruction of the railway aris-
ing principally from the heavy rainfall

Tehu&ntoﬁc is some 600 mﬂel farther
north of ﬂio Equator thén Panania.

: Durlng the greater part of the year the

¢limate on the isthmus is tempered ' by
strong northerly winds.. It cannot be
said that at any time thé heat on the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec is greater than
at New Orleans or Galvesaton; it is, in
fact, but little greater than the averagé
summer heat at New York itself, In
comparison with the all-rail transconti-
nental routes from New York, New Or-
leans, etc., to the Pacific coast points,
it should be remembered that the Te-
huantepec route is essentially a sea
route, and that the actual haul from
the Atlantic to the Pacific occupies no
more than half a day. With the fre-
quent steamship connections at both
Salian Cruz and Puerto Mexico it Is
fair to reckon that freight will not be
detained on the Isthmus of Tehuante-
pec longér than at most a week, while
the period will generally not be more
than two days.

During that period the railway com-
pany’s equipment adeguately protects
the cargo from all climatic influences.
This- compares with an average of flve
weeks in transist. by the transcontin-
ental railways from Atlantic ports to
Pacific ports. At Puerto Mexico the
Tehuantepec Railway Company has
seven gteel warehouses, and at Salina
Cruz four stee] warehouses, with two
others under construction, making al-
together a total warehouse capacity at
the termina] ports on the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec for 150,000 tons of cargo.

Although this ‘is a new interoceanic
route, and through-billing facilities
from Europe to all ports on the West
Coast of America between Valparaiso
and Victoria, B. C., inclusive, are only
now offered to European shippers for
the first time, yet this route has been
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vantagés of .4he’ isthmus as a line of
communicatign ‘between the two oceans
would @ppear®td: Have appealed to.the
minds of tfavelers and explorers, and-
it is on record that Humboldt designat-
ed it the “bridge of.the world's com-
merce.”: But «the bridge has taken a
long timé to finish. The project of ac-
tually constructing some:line of com-
munication dates back neatly half a
century. Long beéfore Captain James
Eads planned his ship-railway across
the isthmus attempts were made bpth

digging -a capal. From 1857 until 1882
various concessions were granted, gen-
erally to American citizens or corpora-
tions, and were invariably forfeited
owing to the inability of the conces-
sionaries to fuifil their obligations. In
the latter year the Mexican government
determined to build the railway them-
selves, and entered into & c¢ontract with
Mr. Delfin Sanchez for the construction
of the road. The arrangement also
proved unsatisfactory, and it was re-
scinded after  about sixty-seven mites
of railway had been completed.

A loan of £2,700,000 wg then raised,
and a new contract was made with Col-
onel McMurdo for the reconstruction
of the sixty-seven miles of the line,
which had been built in a hurried and
unsatisfactory manner, as well as for
the completion of the line, some 142
miles more. The contractor undertook
to finish the work in thirty months, but
he died in 1890.

From Ocean to Ocean,

At lenth, after considerable difficul-
ties, financial and otherwise, had been
surmounted, the railroad was actually
completed from ocean to ocean in 1894;
but no sooner was it done than defects
in construction, well as want of suit-
able harbor faeilities on both sides the
Gulf and Pacific coasts, made it neces-
sary to begin the work over again.

Much remained to be done 1n order
to adapt the ‘line to heavy traffic, and
recognizing that the railway was to
ai]l intents and purpcses a {valueless
property, the Mexican government be-
gan to devise means for rendering the
line. of some practical use as a route
for transcontinmenta) traffic. With this
cbject in view they entered into nego-
tiations with the firm of 8. Pearson &
Son, Limited, the great contractors,
whose head, Sir. 'Westman Pearson, M.
P., has already gained a great name in
Mexico through the successful construc-
tion of the drainage canal of the Valley
of Mexicc and of the port works of
Vera Cruz.

Under the various contracts entered
into. the firm of Pearson & 8Son enjoyed,
so to speak, a-dual character towards
the Mexican government—first as con-
tractors for the construction of two
harbors at Salina Cruz and Puerto
Mexico, and secondly as partners in the
exploitation of the railway and  the
ports when comrpleted. This is belev-
ed to be the first instance on record in
which a national government has taken
a private firm into partnership, and
speaks volumes. for the high reputation
for efficiency and integrity which Sir
Westman Pearson had acquired in his
eariier dealings with the Mexican gov-
ernment, as Mr. "W, Max Muller, secre-
tary to his Majesty’s legation at Mex-
ico, points out in his report on the en-
terprise,

10,000,000 Expended.

The -cost of the improvement of the
raflway, which _involyed its practical
réconstruction, has been borne entirely
by the Mexican government, Who up

during the rainy season, the exuberant
vegetation and other tropical conditions
and also on account of the difficulty in
obtaining 1abbr, caused” chiefly by the
fear of yellow fever. These difficulties
have now ‘been triumphantly overcome,
and the raijlroad is in excellent struc-
gura] condition, with a good road-bed of
rock ballast and new steel bridges, while
the management appears to be thor-
oughly capable and efficient.

The equipment of the Tehuantepec
road is of the most modern description.
The gauge is the standard one of 4
feet’ 8% inches; the numerous. bridges
are of steel, with solid masonry abut-
ments, and culverts of adequate capa-
city have been put in wherever requir-
ed. + One of the many problems which
had to be solved was presented by the
luxuriant vegetation, which if left to it-
self would soon overgrow the . track
and stop the trains. Manual labor is
constantly employed to remove the
rapid growth, and figures for a consid-
erable sum in the annual maintenance
of the road, but in addition the com-
pany has made use of an ingenious de-
vice for sprinkling the road-bed with
crude oil, heated to 210 degrees F., from
which their oilfields on the Coachapu
river, which destroys even the roots of
plants, and had the additional advant-
age of laying the dust, thus adding to
the comfort of travelling in a hot cli-
mate. The rolling-stock is of the most
substantial and modern description,
and is more numerous.in proportion to
the mileage than that of any other rail-
way in the Republic. All the locomo-
tives burn oil fuel, which at present is
imported from Texas; but very short-
1y Messrs, Pearson wil] be able to sup-
ply the oil more cheaply and expedi-
tiously from their own oilflelds adja-
cent,

The Mexican government has spared
no expense to make this new inter-
oceanic route between the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans across Mexico an uns
qualified sucecess. The equipment of the
railway company’s terminal ports, and
also the rolling stock, aré the best of
their kind obtainable and fully .ade-
quate, and specially designed t6 handle
transhipment . freight in any volume
with the greatest safety, economy and
dispatcH. The rallway company claim
that actual handling of the cargo at
the terminal ports is in every case re-
duced to a minimum, as, where possi-
ble, all freight is transferred by one
operation direct from steamers’ holds
at Puertop Mexico to covered box cars
by the company’s electrical cranes, and
similarly the electric cranes handle the
goods also by one operation direct from
the raiflway company’s’ cars alongside
the steamer at Salina Cruz to the ship’s
hold; if necessary goods can be trans-
ferred direct from the ship’s hold to
the ample steel and masonry ware-
houses at each port, and vice versa,

There is no lighterage of any descrip-
tion at this company’s port terminals,
thus avoiding any rehandling; all ves-
'sels are discharged alongside the rail-
way company’s wharves. Over twenty-
six miles of sidings at each port insure
expeditious handling of the cars and
quick dispatch of the steamers. The
terminal ports of Puerto Mexico and
Salina Cruz being absolutely under the
control of the Téhuantepec is reduced
to 2 minimum. Each terminal of the
railway is a bonded zone, securely pro-
tected by surrounding -iron fences;
while as the entrances are protected by
customs guards, pilfering should be im-
pecesible,

It will be noted that t. dsthmus of

successfully handling interoceanic traf-
fic since January, 1907, and over 500,000
tons of American domeptlc trafiic have
passed over the Isthmus of Tehuante-
pec since that date, and have been de-

{livered in quick time and good condi-
i tion.

Steamship Connections,

Salina Cruz will possess one of the
finest dry docks in the world, and the
largest on fhe Pacific coast. It is 610
by 89 feet, with a .depth on sill at low
water of 28 feet. It is now completed,
and only waiting for the entgance chan-
nel to be dredged. Arrangements have
been made for steamship connections
from Salina Cruz to all ports on the
west coast as far south as Valparaiso,
and to all ports as far north as Vie-
tosia and Vancouver, B.. C., as well as
to the Far East. There will be regular
sailings from Salina Cruz on the Pa-
cific as follows:

North Bound.—American Hawaiian
line, direct to U. S. Pacific ports, thrée
a month, .

Kosmos line to Mexican also U. 8
Pacific ports, two a month

Cia Naviera to Mexican ports, three
a month. ;

Canadjan Mexican Paeific
Mexican and Canadian ports,
month,

In addition, the Kosmos line will have
two sailings a month from Salina Crusz
to all ports south bound.

The numerous lines running from
England to the Gulf of Mexico, and
from the Continent to the Guif, are put-
ting on regular services from Huropean
ports to Puerto Mexico, and within a
month the following will make this a
port of call: Royal Mai] Steam Pack-
et Company, Harrison Iline, Teyland
line, Compagne Generale Transatlan-
tique, and Compania Trasatlantica.

“It is always dangerous to prophesy,”
writes Mr, Max Muller at the end of
his report, “but if pluck and persever-
ance are to have their reward, certain-
ly the Mexican Isthmus route should
be a success. The object which the
government. and the contractors have
had before them has been to handle
freight at the lowest posgible cost by
preparing to do it on the largest scale
practicable with modern machinery,
and to attain this object neither money
nor labor has been spared, To those
who, like myself, have only seen the al-
most completed results, it iz difficult to
realize the conditions that existed. on
the isthums five years ago, when Na-
ture was continually undoing the work
done, and when the financial prospects
appeared gloomy. I have little doubt
that the optimistic forecasts of the
Mexican government as to the future
of the route will be realized, but in any
case the railway will remain as 2 mon-
ument to the enlightened and progres-
sive policy of qural Diaz, and to the
pluck angd efficiency of the British firm
who have carried through the great
work to such a successful conclusion.”
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ASHORE AT PORT MARIA.

Norwegian Steamer Beacon Likely to Be
Total Loss.

Kingston, Jamaica, Aug. 29.—The Nor-
wegian steamer Beacon, Capt. Peterson,
in the service of the Atlantic Fruit Com-
pany, from Baltimore August 21et, has
gone ashore at Port Maria, on the north
side of the island, during a heavy norther.
There is no loss of life. A preliminary
survey has been held, and it is feared
that the steamer will be a total loss.

REGORD TRIP OF
* BELLEROPHOX

HOLT LINER BEATS
TEUCER’S BEST TIME

Completes  Passage From
Yokohama in 11 Days, 22
Hours 16 Minutes.

Breaking the best previous record
for a Holt liner from Yokohama to this
port, the big steamship Bellerophon,
Capt. Bartlett, arrived at ‘
Head quarantine station at 5 a. m.
having taken only 11 days 22 hours and
16 minutes calendar time on the pas-
sage. This is 10 hours and 15 minutes
better than the record kung up by the
Teucer in April. The steaming time
for the Teucer was 13 days 2 hours 37
minutes and for the Bellerophon 12
days 16 hours 22 minutes.

The Bellerophon brought 172 Chinese
who landed here, and a large cargo of
which 1,900 tons will be landed here
when the Blue Funnel steamship re-
turns from the Sound next week. Of
the local cargo, 900 tons are piping,
being the second shipment to the city
from the Stanton Ironworks for use
in the re-distribution system.

The Bellerophon’s voyage was un-
e\entful fine weather being exper-
jended throughout. At 11 a. m, she
sajled for the Sound.

FRASER RIVER PACK
LARGER THAN LAST YEAR

Contrast Between Methods of
Canada and U. S. in Con-
serving Industry.

vancouver, Aug. 28.—The salmon
fishing season for 1968 is over, and it
is estimated that the Fraser river sock-
eye pack exceeds that of 1807 by 14,-
000. The sockeye pack for British Co-
lumbia is estimated at:
Fraser river, all shapes

Rivers inlet

Outlying .
This gives a total of

against 314,000 in 1907,

Whilst the TFraser and Skeena
rivers have shown a slight increase, the
pack on Rivers inlet has been extreme-
ly disappointing, being only about two-
thirds of that of 1907.

The outlying canneries have shown
an increased pack of about 3,000 cases,
but in this connection it may be noted
that one or two canneries opened too

338,000 as

-late in 1907 to take advantage of the

sockeye run.” Comparatively few can-
neries will operate ‘during the autumn,
consequently the total pack for the
current year is expected to be smaller
than that of' 1907.

While the pack on the Fraser river
equals 74,000 cases, competitors on
Puget Sound have packed not less than
151,000 full cases. It therefore appears
that while Canada pays all expenses
in comnection with hatcheries and the
preservation of the industry, the
Americans reap double the benefit that
Canadians do.

The international fisheries commis-
sion, consisting of Professor Starr Jor-
dan and Mr. Bastedo, might well direct
its attention to this view of the sub-
ject and see whether it is not possible
for the United States autherities to
reciprocate and assist the strenuous ef-
forts which have been made by the
Canadian government to foster this
important industry. Omne thing is cer-
tain, that Canada has done everything
possible, and the United States little
or nothing, because it is well known
that the so-called weekly close time at
the traps has hitherto been simply a
farce, except in loaclities where gill net
fishermen were likely to make trouble.

PROVINCE SUED
FOR FIFTY THOUSAND

Vancouver World Takes Action
for Alleged Libellous
Statements

Vancouver, Aug. 28.—The World
newspaper to-day issued a writ for fifty
thousand dollars damages against the
Province for alleged libellous state-
ments in the Province of Thursday re-
specting the financia] affairs of the
‘World.

The Province statements were made
in an article commenting on the fact
the World devoted only ten lines
to a report of the recent Liberal con-
vention. It was hinted in this article
that the World had demanded a bonus
of $35,000 as the price of its support to
the Liberal party during the coming
campaign, and that refusal of  this
tonus had caused the paper to almost
ignore the convention.

This and other statements the pub-
lishers of the World hold to be libel-
lous, and they have accordingly entered
suit for $50,000, as stated.

EXPLOSION ON CRUISER.

Two Danish Sailors Killed When at
Target Practice.

Copenhagen, Aug. 28.—Two men kill-
ed and two others dangerously wound-
ed on bpard the Danish cruiser Hekla
to-day, by the premature explosion of
a shell, The accident occugred during
target practice at Aarhaus Bay.

’

PDomira, bound for Cork,

went ashore at Battery Point on 7

day night. The steamer is resting easily
and it is expected will be floated wi it

much difficulty.
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