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| We carry the 'Largest and Best Assorted Stock of

Mantles, Jackets, Capes and Waterproofs

In British Columbia.
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VISITORS TO OUR CITY WILL DO WELL TO INSPECT THE FOLLOWING LINES:

Alexandre Kid Gloves
Rovillon Kid Gloves
Undressed Kid Gloves

ilks

Dress Goods.
Silk Hosiery

ndkerchiefs
Street.

Silk Gloves

J. HUTCHESON & CO.

 Sunshades

IMPORTED DIREGT_FROM THE LEADING HOUSES IN_THE TRADE. NO INTERMEDIATE PROFITS.

Silk Umbrellas
Underwear
Laces, Ribbons, Etc,

70 Government Street.

INDIAN CURIOSITIES.

New Department at the Museum Specially
Devoted to them.

VALUABLE RELICS OF ANTIQUITY

A Room Where Indian Customs, History
and Religion can be Studied— Fine
Carving in Stone and Wood—Strange
Weapons of War and the Chase,

.

Strangers from all parts of the globe
who visit Victoria and include in their
round of sght-seeing the provincial mu-

seum find it difficult, in telling of the |

quiet hour spent within it, to choose
words to express with adequate force
their admiration of theeinfinite variety,
the admirable arrangement and the sur-
passing interest of the specimens there
gathered by that indefatigable man of
many sciences, Mr. John FKFannin, the
amiable curator. Lucky, indeed, is
the party of visitors :that happens to
reach the museum when Mr.. Fannin
has half an hour to spare—not very of-
ten, unfortunately—for a more entertain-
ing cicerone, or one better versed in his
line of work would be sought for in
vain. The representative of the
Times was extremely lucky in finding
Mr. Fannin in that very desirable posi-
tion—half an hour to spare—when he
called at the museum the other day for
the express purpose of inspecting the
new department just added to the mu-
seum and devoted to the native races
of British Columbia—in fact, an Indian
department, an annex to the main mu-
seum. Having heard that the Indian
department had been begun only a short
time ago, it was with no little surprise
that the visitor beheld the large room
crowded with a wonderful array of all
manner of Indian belongings. Arms,
clothing, culinary utensils, ornaments,
implements and weapons of the chase,
totem poles ih petto, models of the
houses of the great chiefs, tools of vari-
ous descriptions, stone chisels and ham-
mers noticeably, and a maultitude of
other interesting things, enough to keep
an auctioneer’s clerk making a short-hand
inventory for a month.

But there is one exhibit that will

prove 2 fund of valuable study- to the !

ethnologist and anthropologist. and
should not be® overlooked even by - the
“lay? visitor; this is a grand collection
of Indian skulls, most of them in an ex-
cellent state of preservation, although

all bear evidence of having lost the *“vi- !

tal spark of heavenly flame” many and
many a year ago. Mr. Fannin is par-
donably very proud of this collection,
and is treating each skull to a coat of
varnish and writing its brief history on
the top of the cranium. In all the
skulls can be noticed the characteristic
backward slope to the frontal bone, and
the singular compression of the crani-
um from the cheek bones and eye ridge
upwards, always noticeable in the
skulls of savages, and by professors of
the so-called science of phrenology de-

nominated the intellectual portion of the |

head. One of the skulls gives signs of
great antiquity, the bone being blanch-

ed and covered in some places with moss. |

Over this array of grinning skulls the
man fond of yielding to reverie’s soft
blandishments can ponder upon the mu-
tability of human saffairs; for might not
this great bony dome, cheek by jowl

with that other flat-browed skull, have !

been the chamber-wherein the lofty am-
bitions and subtle schemes of some
proud chief of a nation of
seethed and took shape?—and now to
be but a thing to.gaze at for the white

warriors, °

race he had heard of but never seen.
To be ranged upon a shelf, this skull
of his, with those of slaves and name-
less waifs. Such is fate. Mr. Fannin
expects to receive before long some fine
additions to this section of the depart-
ment.

Very curious are the coffins of the In-
dians. Some they bury, others they
place in the dead houses or mausole-
ums, and others again they give, with
their silent occupants, to the devouring
fury of the flames, for cremation has
| been practised among the tribes from
i time immemorial. The coffins are al-
! ways made to resemble some animal.
| One there is in the museum in the
r form of a seal; it is a burying coffin.

Another is “very like a whale” and has
{ even the tail neatly affixed. This is
a house coffin. Among the carvings,
which are very elaborate, showing much
taste and skill and a genius for taking
i pains, the heads of eagles and ravens
i predominate. The bird of freedom seems
to have been as much admired by the
untutored savage of British golumbia as
by his more enlightened Dbrothers in
other parts of the world. And the
sable bird of Norway, the raven, appears
to have been little less a favorite with
the sculptors. .

A trayful of reddish-brown earth in
one of the cases is labelled ‘“mineral
paint.” The Bella Bellas obtain this
rich pigment in large quantities and
employ it extensively in painting their
houses, canoes and
merely add water to the earth and it

little ruddier than burnt umber. A
lpair of small brushes of native manu-
facture for applying the paint lie on
the plate. Near by are numerous speci-
mens of the beautiful basket work of
the West Coast Indians, the patterns
displaying a good taste scarcely to be
expected of the natives.

Iirane of the cases is a splendid col-
lection “of stone weapons, the contribu-
ton of Mr. King of this city.
One of the specimens is a piece of light
green, vitreous substance, oblong, about
an inch wide and a quarter of an inch
thick and sharpened at one end, re-
sembling somewhat a carpenter’s inch
chisel. = The stone is jade and has the
dull, greasy aspect peculiar to this min-
eral, It is intensely hard. Where it
is found in the provinece is a mystery to
this day; the Indians will not tell where
they obtain it, although perfectly will-
ing to exhibit specimens of the stone.
The nearest approach to it that has been
found and placed in the museum
is a boulder that was discovered
in the Thompson river, @ but there
iis a great difference between the
two. The aborigines valued this sub-
stance highly, it being much esteemed
in the manufacture of their rude weap-
ons, probably on acount of its suscepti-
bility to polish and its hardness, which
made it capable of taking and retaining
a keen edge. It is within the limits of
possibility that the itzli of the Toltecs

the priests cut out the hearts of their
vietims in those horrid human sacrifices
to’ Huitzilopotchli, the great war god,
j on the summit of the teocallis in the
‘ great city jof Tenochtitlan. Montezu-
{ ma’s magnificent capital, was the same
substance as those Indians used.

} There are many things that lead one
| to suspect, if not quite to believe, that
{ the Toltecs and Aztees were merely an
| offshoot of the northern tribes, for there
‘are startling resemblances in language,
! traditions and customs between them.
| Every one who has heard the Indians
| of the province converse in their own
language must have remarked the fre-
quency of the terminations atl, itl, otl,
itsli and tsi. The student of Mexican

utensils. They !

produces a perfect stain. The color[
is rather deeper than terra cotta and a |

and Aztecs, pieces of which they sharp- :
ened to razor-edge and stuck in their ;
war clubs, and with a knife of which ;

antiquities knows how important a part
these sounds played in the language of
the Aztecs. It is also a faet that the
Indians of the province have a tradition
about a great white being who- came
among them long ago and taught them
the arts of peace, then departed towards
the east, promising to return some day.
This is almost identical with the legends
of the Aztecs concerning their god of
peace, Quetzalcoatl, and not immeasur-
ably far from that of the ancient Peru-
vians concerning the celestial progenitor
of the Incas, Manco Capac, who came
mysteriously to the shores of Lake
Titicaca and founded the great city of-
Cuzco. © But many diligent students,
well-fitted to trace those missing links,

These masks are exceedingly grotesque
imitations of the human face. Some
have strngs attached to them, and the
mummer, by pulling the ecord, could
make the eyes roll in a very hideous
manner. For the feather dance—a
great ceremony among. the tribes—they
had a robe covered with pieces of wood
shaped and painted in imitation of
feathers. ‘hose now exhibited in the
museum have doubtless played their
part in many a wild potlatch under the
giant' pines, when the glare of the
camp fire cast a crimson light upon the
leaping, howlng- savages, and intensfied
the funereal gloom of the forest aisles
—a scene for the brush of Salvator
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SPECIMEN OF BRITISH COLUMBIA’S TREES.

are now laboring to throw light upon the
places where tradition and history fail,
but where a mere wort or trait mav
bridge the shiatus. Mr. Fannin, who
has given thought to the matrer, con-
curs in the opinion that the mystery en-
shrouding the origin of the British Col-
umbia tribes will one day be cleared up,
and their relationship, if any existed, to
the wonderful people of old Mexico de-
termined or disproved.

The fondness of the primitive races for
mimes and shows,. dances and the like
is well illustrated by the assortment of
masks hanging at one end of the room.

B s S s

What Scot is not enamored of the
“auld horn spune” with which he, as
a bubbly bairn, supped his parritch and
scoored the luggie clean. r. Fannin
can glad the Caledonian soul with a
couple of dozen as “braw wee soopers’”
as ever graced the table of a Seottish
country home. They are fashioned
out of the horns of the mountain goat,
and not far from them in the case are
sundry bowls and basins made out of
the horns of the mountain sheep, all
very handsomely done.

Then there are the gambling stones,
large circular pieces of hard stone, not

unlike “the ancient Grecian discus, but
having in the centre a hole an inch and
a half in diameter. The feat consisted
in shooting an arrow through this hole
while the stone was passing rapidly
along the ground from the propulsion of
Some strong arm, a feat not unworthy
the skill of Robin Hood himself. Other
stones beside the gambling stones in
the show case were for use in the man-
ner of quoits.

_Hanging on the wall aregtwo nets
side’ by side; one was made by the
South Sea Islanders out of grass; the
other by ‘the Queen Charlotte Islanders
out of some sort of fibre. It is some-
what startling to fin®@ that the mesh
knot in both is exactly similar. Two
peoples, separated by thousands of miles
of tempestuous ocean adopting the same
very intricate knot in manufacturing
Etlleir fishing nets is somewhat remarka-

e.

In one of the cases is a stone instru-
ment which was dug up on the banks
of the north arm of the Fraser river
three years ago, and it may well be
classed as one of the most remarkable
relics of antiquity in the province, for
these reasons: (1) Hundreds of Indians
have seen it, but not one of them has
the remotest idea as to what use its
ancient possessors put it. It is the
only relic of early times shown to them
that baffles their knowledge. (2) This
implement or weapon—no one knows
which it is—was dug up from beneath a
thick stratum of sea shells and several
layers of soil, which must have taken
a great length of time to deposit, and,
above all, growing over the spot where
it and some human bones were found,
was a gigantic Douglas fir 800 feet in
height and of enormous girth. The
strange instrument is of dark green
stone faintly flecked with dull white
specks. Its shape is like a big marlin

spike, only that its shank is ensiform,

that is, shaped like a short, double-edged
Roman sword, carrying a ridge along
both sides and tapering to a fine point.

At the blunt end the stone swells out |

and there is a neat round hole a quar-
ter of an inch in diameter bored through
the centre, each side being countersunk,
as if it had been done by a machine,
the utmost diameter of the counter-
sink being about two inches. The sup-

position that the hole was meant for a |
thong to pass through so that the owner |

could twist it upon his wrist, sword-
knot fashion, is destroyed by the fact
that the edges of the hole are so sharp
as to saw through a string very quick-
ly. ~The instrument is shapely, beau-
tifully finished, and could only have
been made with great patience and care.
The mystery as to its use imparts fresh
interest to this curious implement.

It would be idle to attempt an enu-
meration of -even the most remarkable
exhibits, for there are so many and all
so interesting that it would require sev-
eral issues of this paper to do them
justice—that is, from the antiquarian’s
point of view. But all antiquarians
interested in the life and antiquities of
the native tribes of British Columbia
will find in the new addition to the
provincial museum abundant material
for carrying on their studies, and in Mr.
John Fannin they will find a kindly
sympathizer in their search after ‘“mehr
licht,” and whose experience in the field
of natural history and his complete love
of the subject eminently fit him to be
“mentor, philosopher and friend.”

Sure Signs of Old Age.

“Do you know the surest indication of
old age?’ asked Dr. Reed, of St. Louis.
“The surest indication in man,” he con-
tinued, ‘“‘are the moist eye, a dry palm
and a shrinkage of the calf of the leg.
All these indication are due to some gc-
tion of the nerves comsequent upon ad-
vancing years. In the matter of the
eye, the fifth section is interfered with,

and it is this which causes a flow of
water. The dryness of the palm is pro-
duced by an interference with the func-
tions of the body, also due to the action
of, the nerves, and the shrinkage of the
leg follows from similar causes. In old
age, too, you notice some men be-ome
more corpulent than in the earlier por-
tions of their lives. With drinking men
the change is often produced by the
quantity of saccharine which they con-
sume with their drink, with those who
do not drink it follows from other phy-
siological changes. As to the hair be-
coming gray, it results in the majority
of cases from the partial closing of the
hair cells and the reduction of the quan-
tity of natural coloring matter which
the clothing produces. With women the
dimness of the eye does not come so
Sfl)gn as it does in men.”—Chicago Her-
ald.

A King’s Life Policy.

One of the queerest things I have
seen on my travels is the life insurance
policy of the late King Kalakaua. One
of the leading insurance companies of
New York has the policy—which has
been paid, of course—among its papers
and must preserve it; otherwise it
would be in some museum, for really
it is a remarkable curiosity.

e king was insured in the company
for $5000, and the original policy was
the ordinary document that every life
insurance policy is, but now there is
scarcely a speck of white space of the
paper left. It has been written upon all
over, and cross-written and cross-writ-
ten again until the policy is as black as
a silk hat, and the writings and cross-
writings are numerous assignments of
the policy made by the king when he
was hard up and wanted to borrow
money either to continue on in a poker
game or to prolong a spree.

The releases back to the king when
the “borrow’”’ was paid are also there,
and the frequent assignments coves ev-
ery bit of the surface of the paper. The
lowest borrow made by the king on his
$5000 policy was $2 and the highest
$50. Old Kalakaua must have been
in pretty hard luck to get down to bor-
rowing $2, probably to come 1in one
jack-pot with, and the ink-strewn policy
shows that though a king, his credit
was pretty bad when he had to put up
his life insurance as collateral for the
loan of $2.—St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

Put in a New Nerve.

A medical correspondent sends to an
English newspaper an account of a re-
markable operation recently performed
in one of the largest London hospitals,
and which had a very successful result.
It seems that an artisan, about thirty
vears of age, some five years ago fell
and severely injured ais rizht arm. It
was operated upon at the time; and the
result proved that either the surgeon by
misadventure had divided the nerve or
it had been torn by the fall. At all
events, the injured arm never recovered
its former appearance, but swasted and
became quite useless. It was a serious
misfortune to the workingman, and it
was decided to open up the arm and ex-
plore, with the result, at first surmised,
that the nerve was found to be partly
divided. Two fresh ends were made,
and ‘a live rabbit having been cbtained,
it was rendered unconscious, skinned,
and the two sciatic nerves were extract-
ed and stitched to the two ends of the
aivided nerve in the mans arm. The
wound was .-then stitched uwp, and the
patient placed in bed. It is now some
weeks since the operation, and the re-
sult is most favorable. The man has
perfect power in the right arm, which
is already regaining the original bulk,
and he is now able to follow his em-
ployment. .

and vice vers
seessary to kee
mold except
ade..  Otherwig
fast that the
fast enough.
de to slide to an
ump which forcd
o? i8 ‘of the simp.
“Its plunger acts
' to close the rouf
Jinder and the o
; though the cast
. blowholes, often
¢ they are 1il,ll ﬁound
‘"“face of the type,
i , is absolutely
“or. roughness.
#his much appreciated p
the molten metal is sqy
2 against the mat
: . The confine(

" of it escapes, en
‘blowholes near .

Dne more feature of

:serves ‘especial- mention
remarkable for

its automatic self:
example, the same ¥
matrices for any of th
of type and can cast I
five inches in length. Al
.ator desires several cas
as is often the case, hg
lever and the machine
cast after cast from ti
matrices, instead of lif
uting the matrices, as i

By ‘‘self-protection” i
merous provisions wl
throughout the machi
matic stoppage in case
the casting process sh
with' no matrices in the
able jaw closes in fro
.and instead of a squirt
the result is a blank bf
:high. = Should a matrix
tributing mechanism
stantly. detached, stopr
the machine until the i
In faet, provision is ma
ful point that one mo
begin until the necessa
ment is completed. It
machines -in one: a t3
anoulder and a distributg
work of three men wif]
spective of the fact the
though only an ording
set the type alone as
dinary printers by har
chines can be run eithd
«eleetric power, and each
operated singly.

The speed of the linof
unlimited, or rather it i
the ability of the oper
the keys. Were an ¢
work the keyboard as
ordinary typewriter wo|
sult would be something
an hour—and there is ng
speed cannot be attaind

In fact, the better ¢
in other cities where
been in use long enoug
get accustomed to it
from 5,000 to 5,500 en]
‘the average throughout
and bad, is 3,500 ems p
are many operators in
Set, month after mont
107 250,000 ems * per
hours per day, and Mr,
Toledo Commercial, sef
368,900 ems, an avera
hour. 'This phenomer
made as follows: Ma
ems; March 16, 60,000
000; March 18, 65,000
800; March 22, 70,000.

The machines demang
tention as must be
press, a sewing machin
anism. In some cases
attended solely by the
a newspaper office it is
cheaper to leave the (
terruptedly at the ke
one man responsible foj
the entire plant.

When the linotype w
the attention of the p
with violent opposition|
graphical Union. The
that the. general use
would drive all printer
ness. It took a lon
of the members to rec
ganization, no matter
arrest the course of
the men were entirely
ideas. The machine,
injurious to the printe
blessing. The machir
Jurisdiction of Big 6 i
none but the very bes
ever put on them. T
ning a linotype once m
18 comparatively easy.
much to be preferred
method. It is clean,
as the compositor is co
blessing. The lines af
metal, and in handli
danger of being pois
Way the machines car
matter enables the p
to_print larger edition
old system, with no in

In addition to the Vi
the following leading
of Canada, England,
the_d States use thig

vening Journal and
State Printer, Atlanta
gusta Chronicle (Ga.)
e
% 1al, in han
(N. Y, Ba]timom;g oM
nooga Times, Chicago
%nqati Commereial
3 l’;gl(}?;ller, Epenver

ess i
Scottish I,Jeadg?,ns’?“:ll
]ggtt Worth  Gazette,
ontana) Journal
<ury, Houst Texas
Kol on (Texas
T ¥  Transcript, L
éournal, Louisville T
oun Telegraph, Mem
anche, Montgomery
.(Tamllton (Ont.) Sp
(meml-) Scimitar, N
achines in course
%ew York Herald, Ne
:Y(évv: ¥0Pk Tribune,
Dail ‘\(I)rk Morning J
'Orky News, (Tommer
El}gl!_leermg New
Comp4d
(Germ
treet Journal,

ck, Peoria (inest) ]
desd 0ria  (1llinois
Ileu(‘_}e (R. 1) Telegray
Mo, d(’“l'llﬂl, ‘Ifhlladeig
and X&) _Times,

ronicle, Rockl
Pelnocrgt,

: O 1 ;
Globe, Tro(s)’ eil):ily Pré
Sam @, .
lisretl’ Was ’gtttthén .




