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ness. The scheme, generally supported by men in the banking
world, was successfully floated and it was based very much on the

co-operative’ credit system that has done so much for German farm-4-

ers. All German women are eligible as members and membership
entails the taking of one 6r more shares i the company of 100 marks |
(about $25) each, payable by instalments of not less than five marks
monthly. One hundred shares is the limit for each member. Suc-
cess was assured from the start and the report for 1911 showed a’
very satisfactory development. The number of members rose from
503 to 838 and the shares taken up from 503 to 886 while the secur-
ity sums increased from 100,600 marks to 177,200 marks, Had all
the applications been accepted there would have been many thou-
sands of members but it was deemed prudent to proceed cautiously
in the earlier stages of the bank’s career and this course will un-
doubtedly promote its stability and ensure its future, Besides its
banking business the institiition aims at being of special service to
all business women. Assistance is given: by advice on business
difficulties and|legal points and the “free consultation hour” has
been -availed of -by numbers of women to their great advantage.

This German expériment is of great interest and will doubtless be
followed in other countries, .. :
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Empire and War.

Europe today is in the same transition period thru which many,
and these the greatest, of its component nations are passing. It has
been truly said that the world is growing smaller, but it is no less
true that the world is growing larger, Smaller, indeed, because
of the extending inter-dependence of nation on nations, larger be-
cause nations are commiencing to realize that prosperity for each
means more prosperity for'all. The dream that any country can
prosper on account of the ruin of the neighbors, with whom it na-
turally does a substantial part of its trade, is passing into the Limbo
of oblivion as is also the equally archaic notion that the apparent ad-
wverse balances of trade are paid in money. If that latter theory were
sound the British Isles would years ago have been bankrupt in-
stead of remaining the/clearing-house of the nations, and the gen-
eral purveyor of capital for all countries with legitimate de-
mands. Wars have been waged on account of commercial rivalry,
and this danger is not yet wholly rémoved. But it will be when
nations realize that the defeat of a national competitor is of just as
little use as would be the murder—of a tradesman or a fellow-work-
man by his immediate neighbor and competitor.

All the trend of recent eyents is towards the climination of the |
sword as the arbiter between nation and nation on an equal plane,
of civilization, . :
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Broadway and actually menaces the safety of pe-
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same trouble here. But it is particularly the mat-
ter-of civic adornment which impels us to the re-
mark that low structures like the Bank of Toronto
are more pleasing to the eye and desirable than

the skyscrapers which mar the skyline of some of
our big cities, :
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Equal Suffrage. J

Equal suffrage achieved a distinct success in
the recent United States elections when four states !
were added. to the number which have already
given the vote to women, Michigan, Oregon, Kan.
sas and Arizona voted in favor of the proposition
and it is expected that the will of the electors will |
be given effect to at the proper time. Then will |
the women be on equal terms with ‘men in ten |
states of the Union, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, |
Idaho, Washington, and California having pre-i
viously adopted the measure, - »

It will bejseen that in no eastern-state has the
reform received the endorsation of the people. - It
was defeated in Ohio recently, but the advocates
of equal suffrage claim that the question was com- |
plicated with other issues and did not have a fair |
chance. So far we have heard no complaint that |
the granting of the suffrage to women has men- |
aced the interests of the general public, and we |
may expect that the movement wilt continue to
grow in strength,
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