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year should end. left us. as chroniclers of this twelve months"

byt; hl^'tnlt^
''' ""™^' °^ ^^ ^^*<^^^ ^P^o<^estd

}J!l!/^T *??^" "^^^^ ^^'^ ^""^ '«*'««* from the Sommebattlefields. It was a withdrawal for strategical reaTo^t^Pshortening of the enemy's line and the savingTftis mat^wtr-but also a retreat because it was forced upon the^neiS^^vthe greatness of his losses in the Somme SnT W.^^ ^J
not have left the Bapaume Ridge andThfs'dZate d^^^^^^^down to Peronne and Roye unless we had so smLh/d Ssdivisions by mcessant gun-fire and infantry assaults t^^t he w^bound to economize his power for adventures elsewhere Zthe ^und from which he drew back, more hurSy than hedesir^ because we foUowed quickly on his heels tTLpa^ehe left some of his dead. Many of his dead. BelowS^Wood I saw hundreds of them, strewn about their bSbatteries, and lymg in heaps of obscene flesh in the 4ild cWof earth which had been their trenches. OnL plot ofe^
au th^s battlefield one had to pick one's way to avoid treadinaon the bits and bodies of men. From the mud. anSs sSeSout lUce those of men who had been drowned hi bSL W^a^d legs were uncovered in the muck-h^^s.ld fe^es^^eyeless sockets on which flies settled, clay-colouTed f^ces ^th
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7^^ ^'^^ wandermg through aimgue stncken land abandoned after some fiendish orev ofmen drunk with the spirit of destruction. E^TcotS L
church m those villages had been blown up."^ The orcha^


