
"Till' iiuli(\ (if till' Kovfrnint Mt wllli

rt'Koril t'l iiiliilriK Miis lutii tn liavi- t)i:il

inilustr> ^1 VI r-i Iv iilinii' sn f;ir »>*

amcnilriirnis to the prtstiit vri\ siitl^i-
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'riii-ri' was oiilv mil' art of sjni 'al

ri'hiini lit. which may In- roKiirili il as
aili It inn iiiiiiiiii; inlirrsts, aiiil that
u IS till' loan aiilliorlziil liy thi' |i«isla-
turi' to assist 111 istalpllsliliif,' an i-x-

prriiii.'iital [ilant at Ni Ismi or tin- inir-
|hisi. of ir. iitlnif zinr-Ii'ail oris, 'I'hlx

Was liiartii\ aiiprnvi'd of by both thp
froyirniniiit ami opposition nn inhi'rs

III yli'W 1 f th V possilillitli s of trcat-
liii: this , lass of oil', in lasi- till- <'X-
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Coal Tax Act.

Till ri- is aiiotlnr iinasiirc which,
t! 'iifh it affects the mining Imliistry.
i nallv more ii matter of finance. I

refer to the hill aholishiim all royalties
on coal aiiil placing a straight tax of
10 lints per ton on coal iiinl Ki cents
per ton on coke. This will suhstan-
tlall\ increase the reveiii: without in-

ciirrinK any hanlships on the coal op-
I lators, anil will fairly aiiiiortion tho
liiciili lice of taxation. Tho royalty
which Is lintiosi'd, for Instance, on the
Crow's Nest Pass mines conlil not hy
law he liii[ioseil on the old Vamoiiyi r

Islaiiil mines, as there were oper.'iteil

before the royalty came In force. Nmv
all mines are on the same basis.

"I must not forget to refer to the
chanue aiilhorlziil by the act anienil-

intr the constitution to be maile in the
(lepartnunt of lands and worlis. 'Mils

Important office Is to '• diyided. and
:i minister appointed take cliarKe
of lands, and another of public works.
This has been found necessary owiii^
to the tremendous Increase of work
under both these brandies of the .serv-

ice, particulars of which I Rave \vhcn
the bill was under discussion.

Timber Industry.

'With ri ference to the legislation in

regard to (luestions connecteil with tho
iHUds and works department, the
co',rse in placing a reserve on the tim-
ber lands of the province; the decision

to iiu esti«ate eari fulls the condition*
whiih exist aireetiiiK the tliiiber ill-

ilustr.\ for till ptii|>ose of rramlii«
sound, permaiieiit. iiolicy; the cautloii.s

but wise lllllilllllIK Ills Introdlle. ,| by
.Mr. F'liltoti to till I.iiiid act. and
the tnove in the direction of ef-
f I live leKlslalioll With lespeit to Ir-

ii>;alion and imblie control of wat^r
lights, « , re all iliclilidiN in the public
inlin sis.

"The discussion of labor resolutions
and liK'slatlon occupied an iinusuiilly
larKi' amount of time a-i before re-
niarki'd. Iiiclib ntally,. a number of
the miasiiris, botli public ami iirivale.
Involved labor Inlere.sts, niul In lach
o.ise care was taken to conserve tln-m
Us f.cr as iiossihli. On the whole. I

do ii'it think that labor has an.v rea-
son to coiniilaiii of the action .( tin,

U'Ki-latiiri , ur of the noverriun i,t, with
res|pei t to matters In uliirli It Is ^|ie-

'iall.\ illti rested. The pollcv of (he
i;ov , riiiui 111 in this res(i.ct has be. ii

to ael fairly to lioth eifital .ind laWor,
ami In that course 1 am quite sure the
greatest measure of Justice will Tie

iloae .iiid the iariiest piilili.' liem fit

ensured. Anions the speei.tl miasiires
enacted were, as I have staled, the
I'"alr \Va:^e clause, which Is Ineliid.d
ill all the railway legislation, the I'ac-
tories act. infr.idueed and passed
Ihroiiirh the Ions.' l>y Mr. Mel'hlllips.
the Shops K.Liiilation ai't. .tjid the
Xatal act.

Better Terms.

"rhese ;,re. I think, the leiiicliial

tliliit;-: to wliicii 1 have to refer .is r.'-

lating to the late session," conciinT.'d
the premier, "with the cxie|(tlou that
1 mluht ref.r to thi; resolution passed
re-affirmint; tlie position of the |irov-

ince with resi)ect to better terms.
There Is no change In the attitude of
the governmnet on tliat important
»aib.1i'ct. I do not expect that the
present govcrrment at Ottawa will
re-0|)en the (luestlou, because Sir
Wi'frid has definitch- and imeiiulvo-
eally given hl.s decision: but I have
every reason to believe that Mr. Ror-
ilen. if elected, will take up the sub-
.tect and investigate It in the lines we
desire. We shall continue the agita-
tion imlil either thf. government at
Ottawa is forced to reconsider their de-
cision, or there is a chan'.;o In gov-
ernment. We have no desire to make
it a )iarty ipii stion whatever, but as
Mr, I'lirden has aUvays promised to
give the province a commission of in-
c|uirv. as asked for. and If we cannot
get am- further redrc from Sir Wil-
frid Tjaurier's administ-ailon, the
i|Uestion will neces.carilv aFrume a
political asiiect and will be forced Into
tile political arena as^ one of the i.s-

siies lietvveen the province ami ttie

Dominion which must be fought out
at tile polls."


