
rial on the ppot will probat^ly equalize- tlio

price. HaviDg been over the country, I can
with confidence now state the entire cost of
the work from Aylmer to the Georgian Bay
vit t e Matawan, will not excieod |30,COO p?r
mile, for a line with iron rail?, fnlly equipped,
and at the ctamo time leave a tuHrgln of
profit In th« pockets of the contr.vtorg, of not
far from $1,000,000.
So much. In relation to ccetof yonr line.

With reference to that recimmended hv ttie

honorable Premier, from Kenfrow or Pem-
broke, to the mouth of French River, wc
have absolutfly not the elighest clue to ar-

rive at any conclusion aa to the probable
oo»t. It is true the country, or a por-
tion of it, to be traversed by the lines in the
direction of Pembroke and Renfrew, wac ex-
plored by Mr Hozlewcod dnrinf; last summer,
and extracts from several of his letters are
given by Mr Flem'ng, for thoinforojation of
ihe honorable Premier, and of Intending con-
tractors, but nothing of a defij.lte character
as to cost, elevations, &c.

This document, accompanied by a ppoolfi

cation for the coDstrncttoa of the railway
both cfiawn up by Mr Fleming-, are here-
with submitted.

It certainly appears a little at an go, aftor
an expenditure of eo many hundrtdaof thou-
eands of dollars by the Dominion Govern-
mer;t In making surveys for tho Pacific
Railway, that on the first section of souo 217
miles in length, from Renfrew t > mouth of
French River, the first instalment advertised
to be let, and oa which tender.^ are to be
received for its construction, not a eioglo
braiB Instrument has been u3od in the way
of making anrv^ye:, to ascertain the cost.
That the Government, englneera, Intending
contractors, and the public generally are as
profoundly Ignorant ot the gaograpbical,
geological and engineorlDg features of the
country to bo traversed as they were vf the
intor'or of Africa fcofoi«i tbe great
Llvlcgstore's explorationo ; and nnder
those circumstances any purson or compnuy
seeking to tender for the wo'k, between the
limited time, 16th of Novt-mber last, tbe
date of general conditlnna and of specifica-
tions supplied by the Government, and the
end of December last, the dato of receiving
tenders, mnht, In traming th'iir hip b&zird
estimates, have bai no siiflicient time
allowed to pass ever the conniry even In
the most cursory manner.

A tender of $40,000 por mile, might under
those circumstancrs, have btea looked on us
being more within the margin of safetv.than
our comparatively moderate fliira of S30 000
for the Matawan route

; however, time and
the opening of the tenders will reveal.

In the coarse ot tne n'ononrable Prtmlm'a
remarks, he dwelt largely on the fact that a)
measured on the map, the route from the
mouth of French River, vii Rynfr^w, to Men
treaJ, wai a mo.re direct one than that via the
Matawau.

This fact has never been denied or cou-
cealed by as. Oa the contrary, It has been
acknowledged, as will be seen by consulting
page 4 of printed letter addressed to yon,
under date of 24th September last. As this

will thi found one of the most important
points urged by the first Minister, and on
which his decision will probably hinge, the
following copious extract will be given :

—

" Why then s^^oulrt the Honourable Premier,
" who, it is understood, has no personal
" knowledge ot the locality, insist on
" ignoring that solemn compact, an
" Act of Parliament, and move the
" eastern terminus of the Pacific Railway
" about twenty five miles directly south, tj a
" point on the 'iir ilne from month of French
" River to Renfrew, the nearest place for rail

" connection on the ea^t ? An answer to this
" question no donbt will be because this
" route Is the shortest distance between pre-
•' sent rail connection with the Ottawa Valley
"at Renfrew, and a good harbor on lake
' Huron, tit the same time heading in the
'• proper oirection for Baalt 8te. Maile, a
' locality ultimately to be reached with our
"Canadian railway system.

" To this it may bo rejoined : yes, on the
" map such appears to ba the case.

'•The (Ustnnca from mo':lh of
" French KtV'3r to Renfrew, in a
"direct line, is auout 205 miles.

"To tQlx add, nay 6 per cent, for
"curvature lOi "

" Total (iifitance to conotrunt 2i5i "
" AdddiBtanoe fror>i Renfrew to (Ji^-

"l>.wa via Caaadu Ceatiai 7J "

"Total distance from mouth cf
•

1'"tench River to Ottuvfj* ... 285j "

"The estiraated appro-^imate dls-
" lance Irom OttT.WH, via M N.C, «.
" tn Mtitawan, then'e via La»e
"Nli'lKsinx to mouth of French
"Klver i97 "

" Showing only a saving in running distance,
" as measured on the map, of llj milts la
" in favor of the Honorable Premtei'a more
" favorable line, as claimed. This dif-

" ferenco is more apparent than real, as will
" be seen when the question Is examined
" from ar other and prs-eminenthj governing
" point of \ lew.

" On page 16 of the Report, addressed to
" yen, under date of the 3l8t March last,

" while rsferrls*^ to tbe pnmTTiit -level to be
" surmounted by the Pariy Sound line, in
" paaslrg from the waters ot the Ottawa to


