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obvious how impoffibic it would prove cither to

hoard or to cut out any veflcl protected by a

force, ported on the fherc within piftol-ffiot, and
where thofe who were thus pofted could not
themfelves be attacked. All thefe circumftances

feem to render this place worthy of a more accu-
rate examination by thofe who may hereafter be
entnifted with our naval affairs.

With regard to the adjacent country, few dif-

coveries were niaJe ; for the crew being few in

number, they could not detach any of their peo-
ple on didant difcoveries ; for they were perpe-

tually terrified with the apprehenfion that they
ihould be attacked either by the Spaniards or

Indians'; fo that their excurfions were generally

confined to that tra<5t of land which furrounded

the part, and where they were never out of view
of the (hip. But even if they had at firft known
how little foundation there was for thefe fears, yet
the country in the neighbourhood was fo grown
up with wood, and traverfed with mountains,
that it appeared impradlicable to penetrate it

:

fo that any account of the inland parts could not
be expelled from them. Indeed they were able

to difprove the relations given by SpaniQi writers,

who have reprcfcntedthiscoaftas inhabited by a
fierce and powerful people j for they were cer-

tain that no fuch inhabitants were there to be
found, at leafl during the winter-feafon ; fmce
all the time they continued there, they iaw no
more than one Indian family, which came into

the harbour in a periaqua, about a month after

the arrival of the Pink, and confifted of an In-
dian near forty years of age, his wife, and two
children, one three years old, the other ftiil at

the breall:. But if this harbour be, as there is

reafon to fuppofe, utuatcd m an iHand^ there

may


