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40 THE AYOrST BOY IN TOWN.
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dc;iife was restored by supplementary pro-

ceedings at tlie gate.

'I'be great Puttytop demonstration was
t (IVcted without disturbance, but there were
bonie signs of despondency manifeste<l by
tiiose interested in the local ticket, which
I'uttytop helped and was helped by, for the

(Jcrmans, incensed >y the treatment which
Is'uderkopf Trinkelspiel had received, made
their grievance an affair of natiofialty, and
Avent over bodily to Baggs' faction. As
the few last days of the campaign approached,

Jack's patriotic spirit began to chafe at in-

action, and he finally became excited to the

pitch of asking his father whether he might
not take part in the great and final Baggs'

torchlight procession. The doctor was
astonished by the temerity of this request,

i)ut he was himself a Baggs man. Doveton

was too far from any great city for politics

to have become exclusively ro^vdyish, the

marshals of the procession were nearly all

church members, Jack had been (juiet for a

long time, so the doctor gave his assent,

taking the precaution, however, to make a

l>efsonal appeal to each marshal to keep an
eye on the boy.

Jack was overjoyo<l, and proceeded at

once to make a transparency and covered it

with stirring mottoes. Then he made ano-

ther, a very fine one it was, too, which he

embelished with the inscription, 'Truth
crushed to earth shall rise again, ' and this he
presented to Nuderkopf Trinkelspiel. But
Kuderkopf intimated that he had had enough
of politics to last him until ihe next cani-

paigi, so he used the sympathetic transpa-

loney to shield a plant of late tomatoes
from the frost, and when Jack learned this

he confided to Matt tliat he washed his

hands of that ungrateful Dutchman, then
and forever.

Somehow Jack had frequent and impera-
tive needs to consult other boys before the

night of the procession, but each time he
I'.sKed the permission of his father, and made
l.no^v^^ the subjects of the conversation

desired, until the doctor began to believe

that Jack was trying to do right. As for the

subjects of consultation with the boj-B, they
r.iu^'cd all the Avay from lights for transpa-

leucies to the particular style and succession

<)f hoots to be uttered on passing Puttytop's

Iieadquarters. Upon the last-named affair

.J ack bestowed a great deal of time, and,

laially, having gone to Matt's for sometliing,

.•aid found nearly all the boys in the Bolton
barn, he conducted a rehearsal with such
success tiiat within five seconds after the

first note had sounded, the liolton horse had
htaited l)ack in wild affriglitJksnapped his

lia.tcr-btrap, and bumped tire siile of the

barn behind him so forcibly that he was stiff

for a month afterward.
When the procession finally formed. Jack's

transparency was the observetl of all observ-
ers. On one side he had acknowledged his

youth, but warned the opposition against
despising it by the inscription, ' Little, but
Oh, My !' On the second face of the trans-

parency, Mephistopheles, all in red, kid a
gaunt hand, black, upon an ungainly indi-

vidual in blue. Lest the meaning of this

painting might seem doubtful to the general
gaze, the name of Mr. Puttytop appeared
under the blue personage. A third side was
ornamented with a portrait of the op-
position candidate, and it must have been a
good one, for Jack had cut it from a Putty-
top poster which had been tacked to his

father's new stable. In this picture the
adapter proved himself to be not with-
out genius, for over the wliole of tiiat por-
tion of the candidate's cranium which had
been devoted to hair, Jack had \ffixed real

putty, fastening it in place with pins, their

heads enlarged with red sealing wax and
points bent inside the can\ as. The effect of

this work of art, when it came under a light

fr(*m the outside, was that of a bald-headed
man upon whose scalp a bad case of small-

pox had concentrated its energies. On the
fourth and last side there was a palpable
allusion to the bibulous habits of which
Puttytop had been abused by the managers
oft e Baggs' faction, for the ornament was a
sketch of a declivity, beginning at an upper
corner and drooping downward almost to
the opposite corner ; on the top of this be-

gan a series of red spots which increased in

size, number and intensity of tint until they
culminated in the general deep red at the
base ; under all this was the inscription,

'His Nose.'
Many were the stones ind imprecations

hurled at this chpf d\eun'e as the procession
moved through the streets, and all of Jack's
strength of mind and body was required to
enable the young man to manage his temper

ipd
hold his transparency upright. It would

laruly be safe to say that the doctor, who
viewed the procession from a corner, entirely
approved of his son's taste, but the boy "a

upright bearing pleased the old gentleman,
and as one of the marshals, who was also

Jack's Sunday-school teacher, rode very
close behind Jack, the doctor went hcnio
feeling that his boy was in safe hands.
But the final disposing of the procession

did not conclude Jack's patriotic duties. A
large paper balloon, inscribed, ' Bapgs Foi -

ever. One and Inseparable, ' was to be sent
up by the Imjvs. Tliis was to be place»l n
the Leavens by meuiia of heated air, to be


