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Orange river. Farther north than these, on the

other side of the Vaal, we have in the Trans-

vaal, kindred Basnto tribes, of which Sekukuni,

lately at war with the Boers and now with

England, may be regarded as the leading chief

and representative. If we go still farther west,

again, than these, we have on the confines of the

Transvaal the Bechuana tribes, whose territories

stretch on to the great Kalihari desert. And
still west of these, on the other side of the con-

tinent, we have the Hereos. If we advance still

farther north, beyond the South African colonies

and the River Limpopo, but to the south of the

Zambezi, we have the Matabeles, Makalakas,

Banyai, and the tribes on the east occupying

Umzilas kingdom.

And now to notice some of the Kaffir charac-

teristics. Their language, for instance, may
deserve a moment's notice. It is of a hicrh char-

acter, melodious and soft ; its grammar is marked

by its regularity, with comparatively few excep-

tions. The forms of the verb are so varied that

its paradigma would almost fill a book. It is a

language nearer to the Shemitic than the Indo-

Germanic, but it has still marked features of its

own. 'The development and beauty of the

Kaffir languages," says Merensky, " which sur-

prise every one who has really insight into them,


