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means unprecedented. When, in consequence of'

their friends being in office, almost all the Whigs^^

were found, during twelve months of the last war

to relax in their desire of peace, retrenchment and

reform, Mr. Whitbread—a name never to be pro-

nounced without reverence and affection by Eng-

lishmen—alone opposed the measures of the admi-

nistration, that he might adhere to his principles.

In 1820, Lord Brougham declared in his place

that he stood wholly aloof from his party, on all

that related to the case of the late Queen, because

there appeared a danger of her interests being,

without any blame, sacrificed to other, possibly

more important, considerations. There seems no

good reason why he should not pursue the same

course, when it is understood that he now very sin-

cerely, though perhaps quite erroneously, believes

a like sacrifice is made of principles, incomparably

more important—the most sacred principles which

used to bind the Liberal party together ; and when

so many men are firmly persuaded that, but for the

accident of the party being in office, they would

have joined in pursuing the same course which

Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke followed with such signal

glory in the former American War.

It is probable, that Lord Brougham, in choosing

to continue in that course, has had little fear of

thereby impairing the strength of the present Go-

vernnaent—That may be greater or it may be less
;

but there can be very little chance of any dimi-


