
PEEFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

In accordance with the wishes of several friends, those

portions of this work which relate to Therapeutics and

Theology, have been carefully revised, and so far modified

as a strict sense of truth, and the right of individual judg-

ment would allow. It was not written to please the fancy,

to gain honor or wealth, nor even merely to get up a be-

nevolent effort in behalf of the Indians. The object waa

rather to speak from their stand-point, and to make public

those hidden yet real reasons why they are perishing be

fore (what is called) the march of civilization. As there

are now clearer views of Religion—of human relations,

needs and capacities, than were known when Railroads

were not in use, and Telegraphs were unthought of, I had

hoped to indicate measures more consonant with this age

of progress, and by truthful adaptation to nature, at once

put a stop to Indian Massacres and Border Wars.

In regard to Therapeutics, it is demonstrable that, foi

practical purposes, the Indians have at least as good a sys

tern as we possess. So, kind Reader, I pray you to read

this Book in the spirit of that charity which is spoken oi

as not being " easily provoked, but gentle, and easy to be en-

treated, enduring all things, and full of mercy and good
works." JOHN BSESON.

Decefmher 16, 1867.


