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•but one. The three junior cla88u« are as-

paretitly de'i'aed to be too much absorbed

in Virgil, l^unian and Himple equHtionn to

have lime for 8uch s*udies a<s the ** Kle-

mentg of Natural Philosophy an ! Geology,"

which sciences are actually coupled to-

gether in vhis manner in the Programme.
Astronomy is omitted altogether. "An-
cient History " appears, but not Modern
History, excupt that of England and Cana-

.da. Only one class (the fourth) is allowed

10 learn Boolc>keeping. We remark that in

'the few branches of ''practical and com«
mereiai education," to which room is thu.^

-scantily given, no tewt books are mentioned,

no particular method prescribed, as witk

•the more favoured studies. They are

•thrust carelessly into the fag-end ^as we
may jui?tly term it) of the Programme, and
different sciences like " Matural Philoso-

phy and Geology," " Physiology and
Chemistry," are combined in a manner
which Reems to indicate that the principal

object in view was to have theii names
appear in ihe list of studies.

We beg to say that we do not now pre^

tend to enter into the question whicn has

been so much discussed, as to the relaMva

radvantages at' classical studies and what
are termed the practical branches. We
respectfully but firmiy urge that, as re-

•rards the Grammar Schools of thi? Pro-

vince, the Legislature has decided the

(question, andthat-in some way its decision,

which we believe to have been well-

weighed and judiciouf", has been set aside

and rendered of no effect. The result Is

that about fiv« thousand pupil«, comprising

no insignifioant portion of the flower of our

'Canadian-youth, are spending a large part

of their best y.ears in the acquisition of a
p^uliar learning which will be Iv after

life of but li'ttle use to the majority of them.

Not one in twenty ©f them will enter any
college; and ot the remainder, with the

ex-ception of those who pursue the profes-

sion of teaching, probably not one inififty,

.after leaving school, will everopen a Latin

; book or work :i prot>l««i in algebra. On
the otherlund, in this new canntry, with

agriculture every Tear becoming more
scientiAc-^with minerd wealth of remark-
able extent and variaty just becomioa do-

vwlfipeil, — with railroads, steamboats,

miinnfactories, and mills, requiring every

".Hflfie^y of m0chanicHl knowledgrf,- with

. commerce expanding and reai'liing to the

. moHt remo:e countries,— with half a con-

tinent kj subline to the purpose of civiliza-

Gt*en»~^tt would seeir. that the yvisdom vf

the Leiiislatu /e, in providing that tho

'

(irammar Schooh, which are in fact tbit

People's Colleges, should be devoted prin-

cipally to the " higher branchus of a prac-

tical English and coqamercial education,"

must be recognized by all, and that ail

wtio des.re to promote the welfare and im-
provement of the country would cheerfully

aid in currying this purpose into efiect.

We gladly declai ur conviciiou that in

your loiig-conliuued and eliicieni labors in

the cause of education, you have been
solely actuated by this debi^e ; and if W9
have written thus freely it is only because
we have been led to think that the engross-

ing duties cuiiiiected with the common
schools have wiihdrawi your atienticn from
the nnfortniiate course into which tha

Grammar School iiducaUon has been di-

vcrteil,—doubtless with none but the best

intentions on the part of .those who hare
so misdirected it. Our duties as trustees

have made us aware of the detects of the

eicisting system. After va.inly attempting

in our own school Xo .bring the programme
tOxwhich we areilied into harmony with the

plain re<juirements of tlie Statute, and witli

what we feel to be due to the pupils aad
the community, we now tvake this appeal
to yourself and to the CouncU uf Public In-

struction to take the whole subject inta

consideration, and to decide whether the

existing systew is oae jvvhiqh ought to bo
continued.

We are, of courjta., atv^are that there i»

now what is termed a non-classical pro-

gramme of studies, which those pupils

vvho do not desire to study Greek and Latin

are allowed to pursue ; and we observe that

the able Inspector of Grammar Schools,

in his report ^lur 1865., remarks npon the

fact that very few pupils have implied to

be admitted to this course,—and infers from
this circemstance that ".there is no real

demand in the Province for such a .course
of study for boys."" Our own expefience,
howev»jr, is quite su^icient to prove that

this inference is not marked witfi .tbe ac-
curacy which u.su.<illy dist'igui^he^ Jiiut

genthimiin's •Basoiiuig. Tlie reajii;n wjiy
nearly ull the pupils in Grammar ibi-huoU

pursue the classiurd programme is, not .far

t.> seek. The regulation which presoribed
that, to entitle a school to a share qt X^
Le^isiiitivu Grant, there must be an avcbC'

a<^'e attendance of at least ten pqpibleain--
mg Latin, is the sole and sufiicient cause.
It must be rememl)ered that though a
sclijool may haye many more ttian teu

p,ui;ils oniis roUtj, >jiii,,from .iUneea ami


