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Dear Sirs,

In compliance with your retiu«-'st 1 have pleasure in uivinu you

the followiuK information reuardinjj the ewfoundhnid Slate Quarries,

which I visited for the purpose of closely inspecting the Smith Sound Slate

Quarry and afterwards makinK a general inspection of the Dartmouth (-ove

Slate Quarries.

f hf propiTtv at Smirli .Soiiiul c<(n!.ists i>f

72 airfs anil at l>artm<>uth (li>\t' of Mi) mvvs. In

f«»th propiTtifs thf land is fri'i'holtl, and adjacent

to M'a watiT. heinK about 120 miles by rail or

sti-anuT from St. John's. Ni-ufoundland.

Tlu- propiTtii's an easily aciessibU- to laricc

occan-KoiiiK steaniiTs. which can he safely

moored alonKside the (,)iiarry wharves, from

which the manufactured Slates can be sh'pped at

the mininum of cost.

The nearest Railway Station is ('larenville on

the Reid Newfoundland Railway, about einht

miles from the Quarries, but. owiiijj to the

excellent shippniK facilities, there will be no

necessity for anv connection with it.

The Slate Bed. which is of the Cambrian

formation, consists of three separate ami distinct

colours, viz., purple, red and (jreen. The

ck-avaKe is vertical. The rock rises rapidly from

the edKe of the water and can be operated upon

the econcmiical nailery system.

.At Smith Sound I found that an excellent

wharf and >late yard had been constructed, by

tippiuK slate rubbish into this Sound. The slate

sawing shed is erected in the slate yard, and its

very close proximity to the quarry and w harves

makes it very convenient for the economical

manufacture and shipment of slates. The shed

Is equipped with six saw tables capable of ctittiiiK

slate blocks up to 12 ins. in thickness. riusc


