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LT 11(OU GIlIf Iuated di-
revtly3 on thel( Ailaskan
coastalbgwy with a
ooistant streami of large
frcight andf passenger
steamIers aligat thle

ypier or dropping anchior in
hiarbour, Alert Bay is a spot

di by thle spirit of Ilhe unltaieci,
those powerful underuurreilts

rive on the( edige of thle wilder-
lit Is altogethler mlysteriouis and

of thlis spirit is (Iue tu Ille
is of nature hiereabouts, to UIc
aeliing inoun11tainis, to Ilhe iow-

g~ eneir iiniists, to the dark
and, ini the rainyl season, t&-the

iearer distanlces; but speeifical-
ý dule to other thigs tings
ie natural set1inig helps to ae-
e and for whieh it formis a
ilyv effective stagre. Merely te
i Aiert Bay Is to think of In-
For this littie trading-post,

DWfl to prime importance as a
ceast port-of-cail, fias filledl a
ace in eoastai Indian life fromn

Indians have had
Led at Aiert Bay
even they thienu-

baek as their tra-
icular spot on the
athering-place fo-
s o! tribal life in

Bay' withi ai thimprtnc of ai vapi.
tali anid hiallowed It to the( red moen ail
11p isud down thle voast. Far. withinl
tlle Irtllrce wy f nte
shores o!l Quueni Charlotte Isiands,
thev aboriginials look to Alert for
ýg1idalive in mnany' thingls and iniwy
tha;t are a )ilyster v to us.

Buligon establishcvd foundffa-
tionis, Aicrt Bay is 110w an In1dial)
reservation), Witl an1 "Ind(iian" agient
anld governlient svlhool, For uipward
of a soorv of years a Churech of Fing-
Iaîid, establish;ed here withi a resident

rtohas mlaintaliec two boarding-
sehlools -onle for Indianl boys ani thle
Qthcer for, Ind(ian grl Butdept
ail thlese civiiizig inffluences, there

,tIiobtain)s in thce viilagc- thle my.vste-
rions phlspyof lire ellbodied Il 1
thIe e.ommunit-hou wit hou t wvin-
dows filie open wood-fire 1il thle iidf-
dlie of thle f1oor and Ilhe hlole 1il Ille
roof for' eseapillg Smloke. Thiere stili
rernlainls UIl iteqe dug11out or
kayak,. toteml poles, big and littje;
t ree butirilals, potiatchles, 1inlu d 1ngý
wiid mnen ogeanid a host of otlher
curio1s1011 tom that iend colour and
wveave a miotive of weirdness into al
the life hereabouits,

,A curving- b)each,, a boardwalk
above thle swýising,ý waves foliowing
thec bendf of thle beach fornis what
mîight eiscwhcre be terined "The Avv-
nue of thle Toteml". These totemsa,
or "familyv tr-ees,ý" the chie! attraction
o! visitera to Alert Bay are euriosities
indeed ! British Colubia giant


