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Now, Toronto is but one of the many growing Cities and Towns
of Upper Canads. Drooping, decaying commerce will not build
& about the finest street in America,” nor adorn it with shops
comparable with those of the Regent Street of the British metro-
polis—the greatest of the great imperial cities of Europe. If the
agriculture of young Canada advantageously compares with that of
the older United States ; and if the new commercial City of "Fo-
ronto {whose population has quintupled during the last twenty
years,) shrinks not from comparison with older cities on either
side of the Atlantic, have we more reason to be proud, or to be
ashamed—to rejoice, or to lament—to build upon the past, or to
uproot it—to proceed in the career of advancement, or to com-
mence the career of revolution ?

T insist strongly on this point, not only upon the grounds of alle-
giance and civil obligation, but as involving what is easential to be
settled in order to the social advancement of Canada. No commu-
pity, civil or religious, can advance while the fundamental principlee
and relations on which it is founded, are in a chaotic state. But I
do injustice to our common country in imagining for a moment that
its institutions and relations are unsettled. A renewed attempt is
indeed making to unsettle them; but though more specious and
cuutious than that of 1837, I doubt not but it will share the same
result. The sincere and disinterested who, without reflection, may
bave countenanced it as & novel and dezzling theory, will, on calm
consideration, shrink back from its lawless disaffection and its dis-
organizing revolution, and return to the old paths and the good way
of fearing God, honoring the King, and meddling not with them
that are given to change.*

"I desire also to observe, that in maintaining our own civil insti-
tutions and relations as the basis of our sucial progress, those of our
-American neighbeurs may be courteously and sincerely respected.
“'o blacken their character as the enemies of liberty, and to assail
their institutions as unfriendly to civilization, is not, in my opinion,

® Previously to meditating the subject of this lecture, the Author had
jntended to observe a studied silence, and, as far as possible, cultivate a
feeling of indifference in regard to the external relationsof Canada—striving
16 concentrate bis thoughts and exertions upon the educational imprave-
meat.of the country, without regard to local parties, forms of government
«or foreign relations; but a.careful analysis of the fupdamental principles

and easential elements of our social advancement, so deeply impressed him

with the degenerate feelings and tendencies involved in the project of with-

drawing our plighted faith from a power whose prolific expeuditures
upon us {whatever may have been the errors of some of ita acts) have exci-
ted the astonishment of Americans themselves, as [ have often heard them ex-
pr’ésé; and then pot proposing ta place the dignity of supremacy upon Canade
Y4ETIDY theé erection Of Crnadian Republic, (in which there would at least
¢ self-respect and a dignified ambitiod) but proposing to transfer that broken
faithi 4o &indther power which does not even profess any particular reganl
fov Canada, und which looks on with sileat indifference, if not sovereign
eotitempt. - Indeed the very idea of Canada seliing her birthright for a mees
»f pottage at Washington, canaot fail to excite the unmingled contempt of
sdery-intelligant.and thoughtful American, as it mpst produce a conscioys-
ares-al, meannepsin the mind of any Canadian who indulges it, and must
deflower whatever feelings it ensnares.

It would be easyto show how gross avethe errore, and fallacious the ex-
pectations, (beyond the hopes of individual speculation) held forth on this
subject; but that would be foreign to the object of these remarks. Modern
Eurepe [presents no instance of the annexation of a province to a large
power avithout Josa apd degeneracy to the annexed ; though it furnichea
meveral examples of inﬂeigeadggx goveramens less in population and terri-
torial extent than Canada, more prosperous, intellectually and materially
in proportion, than extensive Empires, Kingdoms and Republics. We
annot believe that Providence ever designed that the proceeds of any part
of the commerce of our magaificeat rivers, lakes and forests should be sent
to Washington ; nor that if Canada evercease to be na integral part of tho
‘British Empire, itis destined to be a State of the American Republic.

We mnake these remarks with feelings of respect, friendship and admira-
tion towerd the people -of the Northern and Eastern United States second
‘ts those of no man not an American citizen; and everything poble in their
jntellectual and moral example we shall (as we have hitherto done) com-
mend to Canadian notice and imitaion. But it is not necessarv fo the
'{riends"ip, ‘or interest or happiness of either of two neighbouring furmers,
that one of theth anuex himself to the other. 7The individual independence
of-sach-is paf:ctly cossistent with, and perhaps the best inzans of proae-

ing, the mutusl friendship, happiness and.interests of beth.

the true, much less the christian, way of strengthening our owa
institutions, or of promoting the social advancement of our owm
country.  May we not believe that their institutions, upon the whole,
are adapted to their habits and circumstances as our's are to our
habits and circumstances? May we not admire their intelligence,
patriotism and energy, and rejoice in their prosperity? May we
uot deprecate the calamity of revolution among them as well as
among ourselves 7 I cannot but think, that while loval with all
our hearts to the laws and institutions of our own com;try, our so-
cial feelings will be rather improved than impared, if, instead of
endeavouring to excite hostile feelings toward our ‘American breth-
ren, we cherish toward them the generous sentiments and feelings
of the eloquent MacauLay, when he eaid, (referring to the people
of the United States) ¢“It is scarcelp possible that an Englishman
of sensibility and imagination should look without pleasure and
national pride on the vigorous and splendid youth of a grest people,
whose veins are filled with our blood, whose minds are nourished
with our literature, and on: whom is entailed the rich inhéritance of
our civilization, our freedom, and our glory,” * P

II. I remark, that a second condition essential to the social ad~
vancement of Canada relates to the System of Legislation and Ad-
ministrative Government, For the rake of brevity, I include under
one head two subjects, each of which, from both fis intrinsic and
relative importance, deserves an extended consideration; and the
more 80, as [ am not aware that either of them has ever been discus~
sed among us in their relation to the progress of Buciety.

It has pleased the Almighty Creator to place us under law.
There is not a single object or being in nature which is not under
the control of “the ordinances of heaven ;” and it is the operation
of these “ordinances” or laws which gives harmony to the universe,
in all the movements of the heavenly bodies, and in the forces, at-
tractions, and repulsions which mysteriouely appertain to each of
their minutest particles. But mau is constituted as the proper sub-
ject of moral, as well as of physical laws ; these moral laws invest
him with peculiar obligations and responsibilities ; and it'is on hia
harmony with these laws that his happiness and well-Leing depend.
% Of law, (says the venerable Hooxnr) there can be mno less se-
knowledged, than that her ecat is the bosom of God, her voice the
harmony of the world ; all things in heaven and earth do her hom.
age, the very least as feeling her care, and the very gieatest as not
exempted from her power ; both angels and men and creatures of
what condition soever, though each in different sort and myannéy,
yet all with uniform consent admiring her as the author 6f their
peace and joy.” . e -

The Nineteenth Psalm vividly portrays- the influenee which the
law of God is adapted to exertYupon the character and hnppiness ot
man. . But:among:ather .ordinances of Divine sppointment, is that
of Civil Gévernment—designed every where to be “g minister of -
God for good”’ ta its subjocts,  and thereforé to exert a potert influ-
ence upon their social condition;—its atthority and moral attributes
proclaimed in the Sacred Scriptures, But its forms and details left to
human choice and arrangement, Now, what we are accustomed to
call free or constitutional government, s o govérnment of Zawz, in

‘contradistinction -to a despotism, which is a government of indivi-

dual will. Our's is a government of Law ; and therefore loynity
with us is not a mere personal affection, thongh that hae produced
prodigies of noble chivalry and heroism in different 'ages; and
though, thank Gog. we have strong reason to cherish thet affection
towards the person of our virtuous and noble Queen ; but loyalty
with us is a homage to law—a homage to the Constitution of gov-
ernment under which it is our privilege to live—a lLomage l;the
claims of our country upon our aff:étion and service, Our Chief
Magistrate is the official vepresentative of the law, and es such
claims our respect and reverence ; and true loyslty wiil not
(LX)
The place its honour for the holderP: :ke."

But what is the end of law, and wiict is the true principle of
legislation, dewanded for the social advancement of the country ?
The Roman Blackstone, JusTiNian, reduced the whole doctrine o;'
law to three general principles:—¢ Live honestly ; herm no one :
render to every man his due.” ¢ Of the Cretan laws, (says 'PLA‘TGS';
because they were established with a view to virtue, they were well
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