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Wnsliington Irving, Esq. I mention tlicso eovcrnl names with frido

and thankfulness, and can only hope that the unpretending literary

career of their sonietimo pupil, will reflect no discredit upon their

tcachihj^H. With regard to Mr. Irvin>r, I would say that his delightful

writings were the first to animate me with a natural, though in my

0080 a daring spirit of emulation, but ns I have, in the following

letters, his sanction for my folly, I am ((uito contented. The first

had reference to my traveling essays, os they wcro»appearing at inter-

vals, and the second was in answer to a petition for advice on the pro-

priety of the present publication.

Sunny Side.

My Dear Sir :—I would not reply to your very obliging letter of

September 10th, until I had time to read the volumes which accom-

panied it. This, from the pressure of various engagements, I have

but just been able to do; and I now return you thanks for the

delightful entertainment which your summer rambles have afforded

me. I do not sec that I have any literary advice to give you,

excepting to keep on as you have begun. You seem to have the

happy, enjoyable humor of old Izaak Walton. I anticipate great

success, therefore, in your Essays on our American Fishes, and on

Anjiling, which I trust will give us still further scenes and adven-

tures on our great internal waters, depicted with the freshness and

graphic skill of your present volumes. lu fact, the adventurous life

of the angler, amidst our wild scenery, on our vast lakes and rivers,

must furnish a striking contrast to the quiet loltcrings of the English

angler along the Trent or Dove; with country milk-maids to sing

madrigals to him, and a snug, decent country inn at night, where he

may sleep in sheets that have been laid in lavender.

With best wishes for your success, I am, my dear sir,

Very truly, your obliged

WASHINGTON IRVING.

'Sir


