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V«nnilinn rrrrk nlTiirted u* brackmh water

and initillVreiit \itnn^ fur the night.

A fi'w KiMtiorcd pi'ilar trees worn llir

nnly inipriivi'Mii'iii. o the coiiiitry ini tlii< fol-

lowing day ; and at a little spring of biiil

water, where wo liiilted to nnoii, we had not

uven the shelter of tliene front the hot riiyx

nf the sun. At nii;lit we eneaniiied in a fine

grove of ciitloii.wooil trcen, on the Iciiikn of

the KIk Head river, the principal fork of

the Yampah river, eoiniiionlv called by the

trappers the Hear river. VV'e made here, a

very strong ninil and fort, and formed the

camp into viuilant giiarila. The country w*!

wore now entering is constantly infested by

war parlicM of the .Sioiix and other Indians,

and is coiiHliiered atnoiig tho most dangerous
war grouiiil.s in the Kiicky inoiintains ; par-

tics of wliJicH hiiving been repeatedly de-

feated on tliJK river.

On the 1 lib wu continued up the river,

which is a eon.slderablo stream, fil\y to a

hundred y.irilN in width, hnnilsomcly and
continuouxly wooded with groves of tho

narrow-leaved cotton-wood, (populnn an-

yuslifolia :) Willi these were thickets of

willow and grain ilu bmif. Tho character-

istic plant along tho river is F. vermicii.'a-

rtt, which generally cvers the bottoms ;

mingled with this, are saline shrubs and ar-

tomisia. Tho new variety of grass which
we had seen on leaving the Uintah f i iiad

now disappeared. Tho country on . .ther

side was sandy and poor, scantily wooded
with cedars, but the river bottoms afTord-

ed good pasture. Three antclo|ies were
killed in tho iftcrnoon, and we encamped a

little below a branch of the river, called St.

V^ rain's fork. A few miles above was the

ort at which Frapp's party had been de-

feated two years since ; and we passed dur-

ing the diky a place where Carson had been
fired upon so close that one of the men had
five bullets through his body. Leaving
this river the ne. t morning, wo took our
wav across the hills, where every hollow
had a spring of ruiiii.ng water, with good
grass.

Yesterday and to-day we have had before

our eyes the high mountains which divide

the Pacific from the Mississippi waters

:

and entering here among the lower spurs,

or foot hills of the range, the face of tho

country began to improve with a magical
rapidity. Not only the river bottoms, but

the hills, were covered with grass ; and
among the usual varied flora of the moun-
tain region, these were occasionally blue

with the showy bloom of a lupinus. In the

coiiTse of tho morning we had the first glad

Tiew of buffalo, and welcomed the appear-

ance of two old bulls with as much joy as if

they had been messengers from home ; and
wImd we descended to noon on St. Train's

fork, an alfliient of Crecn river, tho hiii ters

brought in moiintaiii Hlie>'|i iind the mnat of

two fit liiilJN. l''ri'^li eiiir:iiU III llie river

kIiiiwi il UK that tlieie were liiilinii.i above
;

and, at eveniii;;. |iiilKiiig it iiiiMale to encamp
ill the liottoins, which were wooded only with
willow ihirketfi, we aNcendi'il to the npiirs

above, and forted Ktroiigiy in a niiiall anpnn
grove, near to wlilrli w:in a sprini; of cold

water. The hunters killerl two line cows
near the camp. A band of elk broke out ol

a neighlioring grove
,
aiitelopcM were run-

ning over the hilln; and on the oppo^'ito

river plains, liordx of biilTklo were raining

cli.uds of (liiHt, 'I'liii country here appeared
more varioucly stocked with game than any
part of the Itocky iiioiiiitaiiiK we had vixit'

ed ; and its uliiiiiilaiicu is owing t'l the ux
collciit pasturage, and its dangerous chur
actor a^ a war grouml.

June 13.—Tlii're was snow hero neat

our mountain camp, and the iiioriiiiig wa*
beautiful and cool. Leaving Nt. V rain's

fork, wo took our way directly towards the

NUir.mit of the dividing ridge, 'i'ho bot-

toms of the Ktreams ami level places were
wooded with aspen.i ; and as wo ncarcd the

summit, we entered again the piny region.

We had a delightful morning's ride, the

ground affording us an excellent bridle patl',

and reiiehed the summit towards midday, at

an elevation of 8,000 fett. With joy and
exultation we saw oiir.selveH once more on
the lop of the Itocky mountains, and beheld
a liitle stream taking its course towards tho

rising sun. It was an affluent nf the Platte,

called Pii/ltiin\i fork, and wc descended to

noon upon it. It is a pretty stream, twenty
yards broad, and bcnrs the name of a trap-

per who, some vears HJncc, was killed here
by tho liros Venire Indians.

Issuing from the pines in the afternoon,

we saw spread out liefure u.s tho valley of

tho Platte, with the pass of the Medicine
Butte beyond, and some of the Sweet Water
mountains ; but a smoky haziness in tho air

entirely obscured the Wind Kiver chsin.

W»> '•• .e now about two degrees si 'th of

the South Pass, and our course home would
have been eastwardly ; but that would have
taken us over ground already examined,
and therefore without the interest which
would excite curiosity. iSouthwardly there

were objects worthy to be explored, to wit :

the approximation of the head waters of

three different rivers—tho Platte, tho Ar-
kansas, and the Grand Kiver fork of the Rio
Colorado of the gulf of California ; the Pass-
es at the heads of these rivers ; and tho

three remarkable mountain coves, called

Parks, in which they took their rise. One
of these Parks was, of course, on the west-

ern side of the dividing ridge ; and a visit

to it would require us once more to cmw


