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the latter, l>y the citizens twice u year. Kach township haM one

rpprc^entutivc. In his Icgislutivu cupucity the govcrnur has but

one voice, and cannot give n negative tu any act of the two

houses. All judicial and executive olftcers nre annually elected

by the governor and company, or by the upper and lower house

t)t" assembly. Kvery process is insued in the name of the gover-

nor and company. Tiie oaths of office tviul allegiance arc mado
conformable to the principles of the revolution.

Jii'li^ioiLs i*r(»/mioH.v.—All men professing a belief in the ex-

istence of a tSupreme Being, are equally jMotected by the laws,

which leave the support of clergymen to the voluntary contribu-

tions of individuals. There are no days set apart for public

fasting, as in some of the other states, but there is an annual

thanksgiving, authorized by a proclamation from the governor.

The religious denominations are : Baptists, CongicgationaliNts,

(Quakers, Episcopalians, Moravians, and Jews. The (iist, the

most numerous, have five churches in the towns of Newport and

i'rovidence. According to the report of the general coitvi-ntion

of Baptists, held in Philadelphia, in May lf^l7, the nund)er of

churches was fifty-seven ; that of members ^i[)4'>. 'Che second

sect have the same number, in the same places ; the Quakers

aiul Episcopalians each two; the MoraviaUH one ; the Jews a

syiN'igogue. In the western parts, including a surface of thirty

miles in breadth and fifty in length, and eukbracing one half of

the population, there is but one minister of a regular classical

education.

Jlunmrn' Sovietics.—The slave trade has greatly interested the

humanity of the inhabitants of Rhode Island, who have establish-

ed a society, not only for its abolition, but also for the improve-

ment of the African race. A Marine Society has i)een established

at Newport, for the relief of the widows and orphans of seamen.

Literature.— It was a favorite tenet among the first clergymen

of Rhode Island, " that human learning is no way necessary to a

Gospel preacher," and this unfortunate o})inion has probably

operated against literary institutions, for which no great zeal is

yet manifested. Dr. Morse observes, "that in the whole region

west of the bay, scarcely a meeting-house or school-house is to

be seen. Only a small part of the people have a Bible in their

houses, and a very great proportion of them are unable to read

or ii'rite. The college, founded in 1764, at Warren, and re-
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