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to th<3 ofieqolbeini of the community. In the per-
fortoaiiGe^ their worihip, the Coptt neither Ik,

kneel, nor dead upright i Vot remain upon their
feet» milk tjbeir bodiei bept forward, and fupport
1;bem(Cel¥Qi on a kip4 of cnUch. The prieftoele-

brates mafs with water, and coniecrates comseo
breadr wiiich he c«ts in pieces, and mijcea. witti

water. Thii makes a kind of foiipf of which he
eata a rfpw fpoonfuls, and then adniiDiAen the

. remajinder.to fuchoof his brethren or •ttevdaots

as are^ereot. The facred tafes are only • kind
of glaui Plat< A, fimilar to thofe ufed at la £uro«
peao deMertj After the communion, the officiat-

ing pried waihes his hands, and places himfelfat
the doqr of the chancel, whither e^tff perfon of

the congregation walks in proceffion, to prefent

his face (io be ftroked or fprinkled with the holy

water. Some little half-baked loa?ea are then

diUributrsd, though not without mnch alterca-

tion, and the fervice concludes. The perfon
who ofliciates at the altar in celebrating mafs, is

, arrayed in a fort of white Ihirt, covered with
croifes, and made with a cowl $ but, during the

other prayers, he only wears a large fillet of white

Jinen, twifted rqund bis head, in manner of a tur-

ban, and adorned with fimilar little crofles.

" Thefe Copts,** fays our author, " are fond

of a rapid focceffion of rites and ceremonies, and
. are continually in motion during the time of fer

via. The otficiating monk, efpecially, is every

. moment employed in fcattering incenie over the

faints, books, and pi&arcs, kiffing his left hand,

or applying bis hand to the forehead of every

perfon prelent. When all his rounds are finiib

ed, he gives his benedidion, bearing io his han(

a fiuall crols and lighted taper^ and each indivi

dua


