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ed to the mafter, and, with the permiffion ofDon Mar-
tinez, were (hipped on board the Princefs Royal, for

the benefit of the owners ; and that fhip, as appears by
her journal, put to fea on the 2d of July, to purfue the

trade upon the coaft.

That Don Martinez, after feizing the N. W. Ame-
rica in the manner and under the circumftances above

Hated, employed her on a trading voyage, from which
fhe returned after an abfence of about 20 days, with 75
Ikins, obtained by Britifli merchandize, which had ei-

ther been found in that veffel at the time of her cap-

ture, or had been taken from the Iphigenia ; and that

the value of the furs fo coUedted cannot, upon a

moderate calculation, be eftimated at lefs than 7,500
dollars, and which Don Martinez had applied to liis

own advantage.

That the Argonaut arrived off the port of Nootka on
or about the 3d of July, 1789. That Don Martinez,

on obferving her in the Offing, boarded her in his

launch, and with expreffions of civility, promifed Mr.
Colnett, her commander, every affiftance in his power

;

that before the Argonaut entered the Sound, Mr. 1 homas
Barnett (who had belonged to the N. W. America, and
who was then a prifoner) came off in a canoe, and in-

formed Mr. Colnett of the proceedings which had taken

place, and of the danger to which he was expofed ; but
that, under the aflurances given by Don Martinez, that

the Argonaut fhould remain unmolefted, and being in

want of refrefliments for the crew, Mr. CoUnett pro-

ceeded into Nootka Sound.

That, notwithftanding the afliirances given by Don
Martinez, he on the next day fent the Firft Lieutenant

of the Princefla with a military force to take pofleffion

of the Argonaut, and that fliip was accordingly feized

in the name of his Catholic Majeily, the Bririfh flag was
hauled down, and the Spanifli flag hoifted in its ftead.

That on thefeizure of the Aro;onaut, her officers and
men were made prifoncrs, and Mr. Colnett was threa-

tened to be hanged at the yard-arm, in cafe of his re-

fufing compliance with any directions which might be
given to him.
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