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time for the palTage df thofe troops to America,

which they hoped would fecure the fuperiority of

the French forces in thofe parts, and enable them

to carry their ambitious and opprefTive projedls

into execution.

In thefe circumftances we could not but think

it incumbent upon us to endeavour to prevent the

fiiccefs of fo dangerous a defign, and to oppofe

the landing of the French troops in America j and

in confequence of the juft and neceffury meafures

we had taken for that purpofe, the French Am-
balTadorwas immedir^.tely recalled from our court;

the fortifications at Dunkirk, which had been re-

pairing for fome time, were enlarged ; great bo-

dies of troops marched down to the coaft, and

our kingdoms were threatened with an invafion.

In order to prevent the execution of thefe de-

figns and to provide for the fecurity of our king-

doms, which were thus threatened, we could no

longer forbear giving orders for the feizing at fea

the fhips of the French King, and his fubjeds

:

notwithftmding which, as we were ftill unwilling

to give up all hopes that an accommodation might

be cffefted, we have contented ourfelves hitherto

with detaining the faid fhips, and preferving them

and (as far as was polfible) their cargoes entire,

without proceeding to the confilcation of them :

but it b^ing now evident, by the hoftile invafion

aflualiy made by the French King, of our ifland

ftf Minorca, that it is the detiermined refolutibn of

that court, to hearken'io no terms of peace, but

to' carry on the war, which has been long begun
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