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In 1315 a parliament assembled at- Ayr for the purpose

of regulating the succession to the tlirone. It was then

agreed that in case of the king's death without male issue

his brother Edward should succeed to it, and that if

Edward left no heirs, the children of Marjory, the king's

daughter, should succeed. Shortly afterwards Marjory

was married to Walter the Steward. Edward Bruce was
killed unmarried. A son was afterwards born to the

king, who reigned as David II., but having died without

issue, the son of Marjory and the Steward became king.

The hereditary title of Steward was used as the surname
for the family, and thus from them descended the royal

line of Stewart or Stuart, through which Queen Victoria

at {Present reigns over Great Britain, Ireland, and their

vast dependencies.

After Bannockburn Archie Forbes went no more to the

wars. He was raised to the dignity of Baron Forbes by
the king, and was ever regarded by him as one of his

most trusty councillors, and his descendants played a pro-

minent part in the changing and eventful history of Scot-

land; but the proudest tradition of the family was that

their ancestor had fought as a patriot by the side of Bruce

and Wallace when scarce a noble of Scotland but was
leagued with the English oppressors of their country.

THE END.
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