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THK FKRTILK SASKATCHF.WAN COUNTRY.

prairie, two varieties are iioticnl, the white ami
tilack, mill timber for tiiiihliiiK purposes miil feiir-

iiiK can lie Beiurecl from hoth, all aloiij! the rivers

ami on the riilfjes and in ciinkes. Tor other

ami more durable limber the settler has only to ^o
eight miles from Duck Lake station, north, whe'i
lie comes to the ^re.it timber bell, where there is an
unlimited quaiititv of spruce, fir, birch ami
t:imarac. Poplar bein){ the easiest to ^et ,it is

peiierally used for fuel in the winter. MiIiouhIi
nnrninij away quickly it makes a ^'ood lire,

and when the dry is mixed with the Kreen wonci

it lasts well, keeping up fire in a giiod bii\

stove all ni);ht. fhe other varieties are used

chiefiv for tinilier, a f,K,\\ ciuantity also beinn
manufactured into lumber and sliiiinlesat the mills

in Prince Albert and Muskeg I^ake. As to fuel,

although the supjily of wood is unlimiteil, yet the
people look forward to the opening; up of the coal

mines, now existing on the banks of the north
Sask.itchcwan, and which will be working; in the

near future, when coal will be supplied at a small
cost.

Abundance of water, which is both wholesome
and pure, can be secured any where by di(,'>;in),'

wells from 10 to l^)•feet deep. The iniicli talked of

alkali is not bciiiK found in well water to any ex-

tent in any p.art of district, and even where it is

found it is not injurious to liealtli, rather the con-
trary. It is found in some of the surface ponds
or sloughs in all parts of .Manitoba ami the North-
west, and has been iiuicli talked of by people who
are ijjniirant of what it is. The generally found
alkaline Siilt is sulphate of niagne 'a, which is

nothiiiK more or less, when sold in the chemist's
shop, than common or Ivpsnni salts, which in al-

most every country people are accustomed ti> take
in large doses. Now the small amount of this salt

found in any well water would never have any
effect on the system ; and the minute quantity

;

found in wells in different parts of the country is

not worth ineutioning, being not nearly so detri-

mental to man or beasts as the water drunk from
the old fashioned wells at home. Tnless tliere

was a gre.at quantity of this salt in water, it would
never be recognized except by a chemical analysis,

and by digging wells tn proper depth, no trace of

it will be had. In diifcrent parts of the district,

running streams, creeks, etc., furnish an unlimited

supply for the farm, even without a well, ;is the

much talked of fro.st of Canada docs not frcc/e it

to the bottom in midwinter, in fact in several parts

of the district ninning streams are seen flowing all

winter with no ice covering them.
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Native Fruits.

As in other parts of the Sa.skatchewan country.

the I) ,ck Lake district has some l.'i v.irieties of

native fruits. 10 samples of which have been sent

to the World's Columbian I^xposition at Chicago
this year with the other exhibits from this district

There are the wild strawberry which occurs every-

where on the prairies, and raspberries to !)e foiincl

in the bin :T n all p.irts. Cherries, three varieties,

blue berrie^ r buckle berries, saskatoons, a fruit

reseinliling the blueberry, cranberries, two varie-

ties high bush and low bush, found in iinniense

quantities, gooseberry, resembling nnu'li the culti-

vated variety r.nd proilucing a splendid croi) which
is increased by cultiv.ition. lilack and red currants

are plentiful along :he rivers anil on the banks of

lakes, quite equalling the cultivated ones in si/e

and llavor. The bnii'alo berry grows on a small
tree and resembles the red currant in aiiiiearance

and taste. .And another much rescnitiliiig the
raspberry, viz : the dewberry, (hving to the great
amount of these fruits to be had for the trouble of
gathering them fruit culture has not been carrieil

on much in the district, although the cultivated

species of the above are grown without the least

trouble. And no doubt in the near future apples
and plums will be grown here as in Clnlario.

The Climate.

Tills is one of the most interesting subjects to

the intending settler, the much exaggerated
stories and illustrations of the Canad:'." winters
often frightening good settlers who would other-

wise settle here if they had some authentic infor-

mation on this matter, or h.ad a chance of visiting

the country and seeing for themselves. Winter
gradually merges into sjiring during the last half
of March and beginning of April ;

although snow
disappears and warm weather often comes earlier,

still this is the rule. The thermometer never
ranges very low nor do we have much severe frost

after the middle of Man h, while in April the
farmers are all at work getting ill their crop. Harly
in May flowers are seen on the prairie and we may
say we have warm we.ither. During these tw
moiilhs we have occasional showers of rain, and

1

although the days are warm the nights are cool, i

Siininier begins about the miildle of May and ex-
j

lends to the latter part of .September. June ami :

July are great growing months, that is to say, the i

growth ol everything in the vegetable kingdom
|

rushes on with great raiiidity, owing to the heal
\

and moisture at this time most favorable to growth.
As a general tiling there is a great deal of rain in

June and in the early part of July, while duiiiig

the latter part of this month there is a long spell
\

of beautiful warm weather with only occasional

showers. The atmosphere is always beautifully

clear and one can see with the naked eye for a sur-

prising distance. During the last half of July ami
early part or till the third week in August fs the

i

hottest weather, the thermoineter ranging from
j

r.HUo 811' I'ahienheit, and up to |00' in the sun.
i

.\ugnsl and .Septenilier are usually dry nionths
with a clean and cloudless sky, most suitable

weather for the farmer at this season. ;

We have li.ad, during one or two yu?ars, a verv
|

slight frost during the last week in .August, wjiich
;

has never been so severe as to seriously damage
[

crops, excejit some that were sown very l.ile. It is
|

a usual thing toliave a frost during the'fiisl lOilays <

of September, which is r.irely nuticcd. i.l'tcr whiili

we may h.ive none until on in October. Sei'tcinbcr

is a nioslbeaulilul inonlli for comfort,' being neither
i

too h.it nor too cold, but kee]iing uboiit ihat genial

teinpcratiire which everyone enjoys. .Mtbough in

sumnier the days are warm the nights are alw.iys

cool, so we never have those stuffy hot nights of

1 other climates. October is usually nioie unsettled,

often having a week or twii of wet weather, then
delightful weather for the rest of the inonlli, clc.ir

days, cool nights with frost ocr'asioiially in Ihe
first part of the month aid regularly during the
last week. This is generally c.illed Indian sumnier
althnngh in a late autuinn it often comes in the
next inonlli.

In November the days are still clear but some-
what colder, there being a fall of snow probably
early in the monlh mel.ing away in a d.iy or two.

which lakes the place of r.iiii in hot climates, .\fter

this we have dry weather with a few degrees of

frost at night, coutiiming uj) to Cliii-.tmas. .\1-

though we ii>ually have enough siuiw forsicighing
at Christinas, yet the weather is not very cold ami
winter may hardly hi said to have set in in eariiot.

In Jaiiuarv aiul l-'ebruary we have clear cold
weather with occasional fails of snow. The llu r-

nioineter ranges in these nionlbs fruiii freezing
point to -10 and \'*^ below zero, still evi-ii in the
col.li.^i weather it is not disagreeable, owing to the
'lr\ iiessof the atniospluTc and the cold is not inr.ch

minded, the writer having: often ilriven In and 4.'i

miles a day during the la^t 10 years. In March the
cold weather is .a thing of the past .and cNeii from
the middle of I'ebru.iry in some years no se\-cre

weather h.is been experienced anil the snow dis-

apjieared early ill March. .As we do not have r.dii

fiom the beginning of .November until the latter

part ol March the snow is looked upon .as a friend

rather than an enemy, t.iking the ]ilace of the
rainl.ill in other countries and thoroughly wetting
the gronml for the spring seeding. There is no
niiiforni depth, as seasons are not all alike in this

respect, but taking one year with another it may
be said to be fioiii li to Is inches on the level, with
a greater depth in tlie binils where it collects. In

some years there has been so little snow that
cattle have wintereii out as well as horses, while in

others, as during this winter, we have about IS

inches on the level and .a great depth in any
sheltered jilaces where it can gather u]).

It is seen from the foregoing that our cold
weather seldom la.^ts over two monllis or two
months and a half, giving us, taking from moder-
ate to severe cold weather, three inontiis of winter.

It must not be thought lor a moment that this

severe cold lasts eoiiliniionsly, as we often, both in

January and I'ebruary, have weeks of balmy
weather with very liltle cold, and in no year
has the cold been iiiiinlerru])teil by these breaks
of moderate weather Ihionghont the winter.

-- -

Shooting and Fishing.

Duck Lake is recognized as one of the bcsrshoot-
ing grounds in the Territories, fiir both small and

large game. The prairie chickcnB, n specie* of
grouse, arc probably the most common of the small
game and can be shot in hundreds anywhere in the
ilislricl, even on the buildings in town on a frosty
mnrning. They arc exceedingly fine eating and
much prized in Manitoba and all over the Territor-

ies. The open or shooling season for these birds
is from .Sept. Isl to January 1st, four months, but
as they do not migrate, the settler who is aiiy-

Ihiiig of a shot, can bag enough in November and
December to keep him in game for the balance of
the winter. Next come wild ducks, of which some
;)0 to 10 varieties are found in abundance on all

small lakes, which abound all over the district.

These vary in size from the small teal to the mal-
lard and fall duck, which equal in sizemany of the
largest domestic ducks. The season for shootiuK
ducks is from .August I.Mh to M.iy l.'ith. I'liou-

sands upon thousands will pass over your head in

an evening should you chance to be near some hmly
of water.

Then there is the wild goose, of which there are
several varieties, varying in size from the white
wavy (pure white) to the large black goose, which
is as large as any domestie goose. These birdscol-
leit by thousands on various favorite fecdiuK
groundsill the vicinity of Duck Lake, and are
killed in great numbers both in the spring and au-
tuinn. Oth'.r varieties of small game found in

abundance are i>artridge i several species), plover,

siiii , sand hill crane ^several species), hare, rab-
bits, and others si>mewh,at rarer. Partridges are
found in all the woody parts and in blufl's

; they
are not so large as the prairie chicken, but their
llesli is delicious, being as while as s.iow. Snipe
and [dover of different varieties are found ill ini-

iiieii.se niiinbers all over the district. The sand
hill crane, the (lesli of wliiili much resembles that
of the doniesiic turkey, generally visits the farm-
ers grain fields in a morning. This bird is some-
what larger than the turkey. The sea.son for shoot-
ing it is generally the s,iine as for prairie chicken.

Cioing further from the selllenieiits, big game is

found, deer, several varieties, incliiding black
tail, white tail, juni]>iiig deer, red deer, antelope
and mo., e. One Duck Lake settler has killed bc-
ti cell t«i and liio (leer this sea.son. Ily going still

further from settlements, the ambitious hunter mav
find soniething more exciiing in the bear, of which
there are three or four species, including the small
black bear, brown or einnanion .ami the ("rizzly,

which l.iller will probably give the hunter all the
txcitemeiit he wants, should he show light. How-
ever, these are very seldom seen and only in dis-

tricts remote from settlements. The country is

teeming with foxi-s, cayotes, b.adgers, etc., which
would create e\cilleiit sport if hnnl clubs were or-

g.inized OccasionalK some of the settlers give
Keyn.ird a run with llieir swift bronchos, but as vet
tliire is no pack of hoiiiids in the district. There
is no eountiy in the world where this sport could
be mole enjoyed than hen, with the beautiful
prairies for miles before the hunter, and foxistobe
found in sonic loc.ablies ever\- li'uidreil y.irds.

Here also those who an- fond of fishing c.in en-
joy tlieinselves to tin ir heart's content. Although
the two Saskatchewan rivers, one on either side of
the district, are teeming with fish, yet those who
call aliord to take a week's holiday in sumnier
I onld not do better than . anqt with their families
at some of the bcautilid lakes within half a day's
drive from Duck Lake, taking their boat or c.inoe
and tent with them, trolling lor jiike or perch from
the boat, gcttiiii; sport st lilom obt.iined elsewhere.
The lisli t'l be found in all large l.ikes, as well asin
many of the very small ones, aie chielly pike,
l.ercii. whitclisli' and trout, while in running
slrcains one gets slnigeon, gold eyes, mullets, etc.
The writer would strongly advise all settlers com-
ing out from the old eoui'itry to bring their guns,
etc., with them, aUbough all sporting gooils can be
obtained reasonably here, still if one has them so
iiiueli the better. Ivvery accommodation can be
given to sportsmen and tourists at the Saskatch-
ewan Hotel, Duck Lake, and teams can be fur-
nished for those who wish to go to a distance for
sport.
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The System of Education.

Hy II'. A'. Tymms, fiincifni of Diuk Lake Public

Sihool.

Many who would inqirove their position by
emigrating to a new eonntrv may be deterred by
an anticipated difficulty fn providing for the


