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country. Have they gone away t Too many have, but not all

these. The fact ia it was all a delusion ; so many people never
settled there at all. They said the people there would cultivate

enormous areas of the lands and produce enormous crops, to the
advantage of the whole people of Canada. They made a calcula-

tion about that too. They said : The staple of that country is

wheat. Sir Charles Tupper, in my hearing (at one of those times
when he was persuading us to make some great grants for the

railway), asked us whewier the members of the House had con-

sidered what a hundred thousand farmers in that country would
produce.

A TUITERIAN CALCULATOR.

" I have considered it," said he, "I have made a calculation ; I

will cive that calculation, and it will perhaps surprise some of you
who have not taken the pains I have to find out the facts. The
facts are that a hundred thousand farmers in that country will

produce 640,000,000 bushels ofwheat in a year ! " (Loud laughter.)

Yes, gentlemen, it is a fact that he said that ; I heard it myself.

How did he reach these figures ? He assumed that each farmer
would crop 320 acres of land, his whole homestead and pre-

emption. (Laughter.) He was to live in a balloon, for Sir Charles

didn't leave him any room to build a house ; he was to have his

bams and stables in the air, his cattle were to pasture in the

clouds, he was to have no grass, he was to have no garden, he was
to have no roots, he was to have no crop of any kind but wheat

;

there was to be no room for fences, no room for roads through
his farm, no anything, but every inch of 320 acres was to be sowed
to wheat ; and then he estimated that every acre would produce
twenty bushels, and so he made out that each farmer would pro-

duce 6,400 bushels, and a hundred thousand farmers would, of

course, produce 640,000,000 bushels. (Loud and prolonged laugh-

ter.) These are the stories with which these men tried to gull, not
the farmers, because there is no rural audience that could be col-

lected that would not laugh such absurdities to scorn, but the

Parliament and the people at large. They went to work to sur-

vey the country.

IMMENSE PREMATURE SURVEYS.
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They said such an immigration as never was heard of before will

go into the North-West ; we must prepare at once for the millic^ns

about to cross the ocean and fill up that territory ; we must sur-

vey acres by the tens of millions—and they did. They surveyed
so far and so fast that there are hundreds of thousands of farms
surveyed which will not be settled in your lifetime or mine. There
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