
VI PREFATORY NOTE.

himself prepare such an abbreviation, in which the ori­
ginal eighty-four chapter# were compressed into eighteen, 
—though the abbreviation contained additions as well 
as compressions. But even this abridgment is itself a 
bulky volume of 800 pages, containing, I should think, 
considerably more than a third of the reading in the ori­
ginal ten volumes, and is not, therefore, very likely to be 
preferred to the completer work. In some respects I hope 
that this introduction may supply, better than that bulky 
abbreviation, what Mr. Gladstone probably meant to sug­
gest,—some slight miniature taken from the" great pic­
ture with care enough to tempt on those who look on it 
to the study of the fuller life, as well as of that image of 
Sir Walter which is impressed by his own hand upon 
his works. .


