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4 Canada in 1896 and 1897.

Liberalism, and the principles which are understood by

that term. Both leaders and both parties were equally and

extremely loyal in their declarations during the Venezuelan

crisis and were united in their support of the Conservative

policy of re-arming the Militia.

These events of 1896 have therefore thoroughly paved

the way for the union of both parties and all sections of our

people in celebrating and loyally appreciating the 60th

anniversary of the accession of her Majesty the Queen and

Empress. Much will probably be done in this direction by

the cities and towns of the Dominion in the way of local

demonstrations. It is proposed also that the loyal resolu-

tions which will be passed by Parliament and by all the

Provincial legislatures should be forwarded and presented

simultaneously. In the City of Toronto preparations are

being made to lead in the direction of local demonstrations,

and there is a wide feeling throughout the country in favour

of more or less permanent memorials being raised to mark

the event. I have revived the suggestion which I made a

couple of years ago and also presented at the Congress of

Chambers of Commerce of the Empire in London last June

that rier Majesty should be invited by our Parliament to

assume the title of Queen of Canada. Without going into

the self-evident advantages of such a step, and the equally

apparent reasons for it, I can state with perfect confidence

that it would be approved by the mass of our people with

enthusiasm. Aside from the Queen's personality Canadians

are beginning to understand something of the great work

which she has performed during her reign in connection

with the Government of the Empire and its internal and

external development. It is not however understood even

yet as fully as ought to be the case.

CANADA UNDER THE QUEEN.
The influence of the Queen's name, personality, and posi-

tion has been very great in the making of Canada and the

moulding of its peculiar national sentiment. In earlier


