
jiussililc sdiii'cc (if I'cvriMic 1 as liccii made .nailalilf to the iitiiiost.

Xt'W Uniiiswirk has still snuic t'uirsts nf I'inr and Spruce, l)ui tho

area is, coinparcd with the Ontaiin and (^Juclici' fttrcsts, relatively

sinali, wliilsl Xova Scotia has, dii the whole, hut little timher of ,i,'ood

merchaiilahle size left, ami has con'es|)oiidiii,nly less interest in IIhs

(piestion of forest preservation. The crown lamls are under l)oininion

control only in Manitolia and the North-West Territories, ami some

steps hav(; l)(!e;i takisn to preservi; what timher exists tlmre.

As is well known, the system prevails in Canaila of leasing from

year to year lari^e areas of crown lands under the name of timber

berths or timber limits, at an annual iiuilal \)vr s(piar(; mile. ThoULjli

the lease is from year to year, yet by custom it is understood that as

long as tlu! rent is ])aid, the lessoe may continiui in possession

indelinitely until he has cut oil' all the timber he desires. Sometimes

the hold(!r is merely a .si)eculat(jr ; at other times he is a lumberman,

w'h(t is keei)iiig the limits in reserve for future working, and thus,

freijueiitly, large unworked areas are tied up fnjm year to year by

parties who have a ([uasi right to continue this under the original

lease. This makes it dillicult to a|tply new regulations to limits

aln.'udy under lease. Sections of countiy not yet under lease—and

consiilerable new tracts have in Ontario l)een rendered accessible by

the Canadian Pacific Railway—arc; in a dii1(.'r(Mit position, and govern-

ments can readily lay down rules for their future working as timber

limits.

Germany, France, Sweden and India have their forests cared for

under more or less stringent regulations, and (!ven the small Province

of Capo Colony in South Africa has its Forestry Department, under

(loverinnent control, and is doing a good work that should put us to

shame. TIk; forests there are l)eing arranged for scientitic working,

the fundamental principle l)eing, tlu; consiu'vator says, that the cut-

ting shall not exceed the growth. Why should we in America with

a s[)lendid heritage in tlu^. pin(! forests of ]\[aine, (,)uebec, (Ontario,

^lichigan and Wisconsin have been so prodigal and reckless, and

have shown so little farsightedness, as to hav(! gone on from year to

year for half a century past allowing this heritage to be diminished

gradually in value without even an attiunpt to prevent it! llow

often are we blind to the future ! The Cape Colony Report for 1884

very well puts it that the policy slu)uld be pursued of setting our


