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Supply
must take into consideration-the direction wbicb the country
will take witb regard to land ownersbip.

In closing, 1 suggest that farmers be encouraged to produce.
Production must not be restricted tbrougb taxation or in any
other way. The government must faîl in line witb an economic
developmnenî prograrn s0 that Canada can become the produc-
tive country that it sbould be.

The Deputy Chairman: Order, please. There are only 30
seconds left for tbe minister to answer.

Mr. Cooper: Mr. Chairman, 1 arn glad t0 bave Ibis opportu-
nity to discuss agriculture tonigbt because it is the principal
interest and primary concern of many people in rny riding. 1
will be brief because 1 want to bear some comments from tbc
minister.
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Tonigbt 1 shaîl focus very quickly and bricfly on two
subjects. Tbe first is researcb and development. We must bear
in mind tbe nccd for researcb as well as tbe nccd t0 translate il
înîo farming tecbniques. The proof of success will be bigber
qualiîy and production of farrn products.

The second conccrn is transportation, particularly the trans-
portation of farrn products t0 mnarket. It is useless to increase
production if tbe crops cannot be brougbt to mnarket. Tbey just
end up siîîing on tbe farrn, costing rnoncy.

One of tbe prirnary concernis in regard t0 research and
dcvcloprncnt is rapcsccd. Tbe prescrnt strains arc not adequate
t0 cope witb soil conditions and clirnate. Tbe federal govern-
ment ougbt t0 provide leadership in producing a seed better
suited to our area. Anotber conccrn is bcckccping. 1 arn sure
the minister is aware tbat the boney capital of Canada, the
town of Faîber, is located in tbe beart of rny riding and tbat a
lot of residents derive tbcir livclihood frorn keeping becs. Becs
arc brougbt in cvery spring from California at considerable
expense t0 farmers and witb tbe risk of lcss. Again, the federal
govcrnrnn ougbt to dernonsîrate leadersbip by providing
researcb 10 dcvclop a strain of becs tbat could winter in tbe
a rca.

Tbe tbird area uf cuncern, nul only 10 people in my riding
but Io people aIl over Canada, is tbe on-farrn production of
farrn fuels. I know tbat otber members bave indicated tbeir
înterest in tbe subjeet. 1 undcrstand tbat tbc possibility of'
using '-canola- as a substitute for diesel fuel bas been îestcd
and found t0 be practical, altbougb it is cxtrcmely expensive aI
tbe moment. We are ail aware Ibat encrgy prices arc ri1sing
and tbat aI sonne point farrn substitutes sbould bc available as
tbcy will be a viable option. I cal] on tbe federal governrnent 10
sbow leadersbip in research in regard t0 tbis.

On Ibis matter of recarcb, Mr. Chairman, I should like to
ask tbe minister if be will consider tbe possibility of forrning an
îndcpendcnt joint federal-provincial industry commiîsston
wbicb would be responsible for carrying out tbe policy of tbe
governrnn for tbe co-ordination of research and devclopr-ncnt
and sec tbat discoveries are translated mbt action on the farrn.

1 want to corne now to the matter of transportation. The
ultimate potential of my area cannot bc realized under the
present transportation systern, whicb is inadequate. 1 know the
minister will find this sornewhat out of bis area but 1 sbould
like tu draw bis attentioni tu the annual report of Agriculture
Canada which states that the mandate of the minister is as
fol lows:

-to develop the nation's agriculture and food systemt to meet the needs of
Canadians for reasonably priced food and at the samne timte to provide farmers
wih a fair return for their labour and inivcstment-

I should like to draw attention to tbrec areas in my riding,
Mvr. Chairman, Valleyvicw, Worsley, and Lacrete. In these
arcas farmers are forccd to transport their grain an average of
120 kilometres as opposcd to the prairie average of 20
kilometres. They face six times the usual cost, and as energy
costs rise we know they are going to have a more difficult time
maintaining their level of profit. Other farmers enjoy subsi-
dized frcigbt rates but these farmers receive no subsidy.

The minister will realize that there are two possible solu-
tions to the problem. The first is to build a railway to the area
but the farmers have ruled tbis out, as 1 bave. We are aware
that it would cost in the ncigbbourbood of $4 million per ycar
over a life cxpectancy of 25 years. We know that this is
impracticable. There is a second possibility and that is the
off-line clevator concept.
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There arc tbrcc conditions that must firsi be met. The first
is 10 get an clevator built on the site. The second is an
adequate supply of bopper cars for on-line clevators to take
away the extra grain. The third is simply a commercial
trucking subsidy to cover the cost of transportation bctween
the off-site and the on site clevators.

The grain conmpanies have indicaîed their intcrest in getting
clevators establisbed at these off line points. Therefore, the
first concern is taken care of. The second regarding an ade-
quatte supply of hopper cars bas basically been taken care of.
My Liberal supporter bas just left the chamber, so 1 arn a bit
concerned. On Novernber 19, 1980, tbe Senator responsible for
the Wbeat Board said in the Senate, and 1 quote:
-il ,nd when there is a provision for off- une elevators, tl absolutey follows..

ih,ît there would be .î fair allocation of hopper cars within îh,îî area so as te
,îcconrmodate the extra grain thati s goîng inîo those off-hune clevators.

We can sec tbcrefore that the second concern is taken care
of. Tbe third is sirnply the matter of the trucking subsidy front
tbe off-line to the on-line elevator. To date the minister
responsible for the prograrn bas clearly abandoncd this idea.
He bas offered no support and indicated no co-operation witb
people in my constituency.

The former minister responsible for transport, the bon.
member for Vegreville, indicated that his governrnent was
prepared t0 use rny area as a test area for a pilot projeet for
tbe off-line concept. We arc prepared to move in tbat direc-
tion. In light of that, 1 would ask the minister the following
questions. First, does be agrce tbat farmers in my area are
justified in expecting a fair return for their efforts and that,
tbe off-line concept mnust therefore be irnplernented? Second,
witb the implernentation of that off-line concept, will be ensure
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