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colours. I pray to God that it is nlot too late.
I arn afraid that it may be; for how ean these
men be trained in tirne for the defence of their
shores, rnen who have neyer had previous
training?

Now I corne to my proposai. Why should
flot this dominion send a division of trained
men to Australia? It would be more than a
gesture of good will. It would be a demon-
stration of support and help and solidarity
which wauld grip the imagination of the whole
world, and especially of our own people, who
have been thrilled by the exploits of the
gallant Australians in Libya, in Greece, in
Malaya and in every theatre of war. If we
have not a division of trained men in Canada-
and apparently we have flot, I do flot know;
the minister can answer that-then send one
of our trained divisions now in England, and
replace it with men from Canada. Those men
over there would welcome the opportunity for
active service. I earnestly commend this
proposai ta rny right hon. friend and his
cabinet.

If we are to defeat the common enemy we
nmust seek him out and defeat hirn in every
theatre of war and wherever he may be found.
That is onc of the first principles of rnilitary
strategy, the soundness of which. has neyer
been questioned. On no other hypothesis
shahl we win this war. To me that is funda-
mental. And if we are to seek out and
defeat the enemy; if we are, in the words of
the Minister of National Defence, to ";stop at
nothing which can be effectively done to ensure
that the forces of evil shaîl be stamped out";
in a word, if we are to wage total wer, how
can we do so when we continue to impose a
strangling restriction on our ability to mohilize
our rnan-power for active service in any
theatre of war?

That is the problern to which I implore the
close attention of bon, gentlemen. Up to date
the answer is the voluntary systern, and it
alone is relied upon. I do flot intend ta decry
out of hand the voluntary system. The loyalty
and patriotisrn of our youug iîen was beyand
question, although we were told in Septern-
ber, 1940, that some of them had to be taught
their national obligations. Up to, a certain
point of time the voluntary systern produced
results. But because of the extended charac-
ter of the struggle; because of its gigantic
nature; because of ail the factors which have
developed in the course of more than two
years of war; because man-power is so vital
ta any total war effort, I arn quite sure that
the time has naw arrived when the voluntary
systern is na longer adequate ta the necessities
of the occasion.

By a reference ta recruiting statistics I am
quite certain that I can prove this premise.
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Further, the figures an recruiting prove beyond
a shadaw af doubt that some communities
are doing far more than others, that there is
no equality of sacrifice as between the coin-
panent parts of the nation. That the volun-
tary system has failed rnay be proved flot
only by statistics but also by the evidence of
credible witnesses, those charged with the
responsibiity of making the systern work.

The first wîtness I cali is the Minister of
National Defence hirnself. Speaking in this
house an November 5 last as appears at page
4115 of Ilansard, hie admitted that the arrny
was deficient by 13,000 in the number of re-
cruits sought for the preceding four-rnonths
period. That surely is some evidence; ta me
it is very convincing evidence. Is it not
striking and canvincing evidence that in the
mind of the minister at least the systern is nat
yielding the results desired?

I pause here ta say that, so far as rny
information gaes, the defeets in the voluntary
system are nat, up ta date, reflected in the
enlistments for the air and naval services.
I amn referring only ta the active army. Our
men, especially aur younger men, are air-
minded.

To caver the situation, the departmnent has
set up special recruiting cammittees. One
such was established in New Brunswick-a
province which, in my view, bas done won-
derfully well in voluntary recruiting-due, in
part at least, ta ecanamic conditions; we have
na war industry thero. I naw warn the
government and the minister that the con-
sensus amang those mast active in pramoting
valuntary enlistrnent in that area is that the
limit has been reached. I offer that in the
utmast>goad faith, believing it ta be true.
At a recruiting meeting be]d in rny own
city within the last few days, addressed by
the premier of the province and by the
president of the university, there was hardly
a man af rnilitary age present, and that fact
called for seine pointed remarks fram at least
aine of the speakers, himself a veteran of the
last war.

In the city of Montreal, as long ago as
August 27, W. B. Scott, K.C., co-chairman of
the special recruiting cammittee of that city,
stated:

It is time for the public ta know and realize
that we are nat getting the recruits we need
for the active armay.

On October 16, Brigadier Georges Vanier,
the D.O.C. for military district Na. 5, Quebec
City, wbo is charged with respansibility for
inaking the voluntary system in bis district
produce results, is reparted ta have stated:

We are not getting enough men; we mnust
have mare.


