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work has been carried on flot onîy to relieve
uneruploinment but to create a link between
the east and the west. Diiring the last general
election, wbether Liberal or Conservative, wc
wvere as ane on this quiestion, wve feit that
this highway should follow the course of the
Fergiuson highway via North Bay, Haiýleybuiry,
Cochrane and Hear.st to the iManitoba border.
Immediately this govemomnent came into
power somte dilly-dallying tank place, and
an attempt was made ta unload the responsi-
bilities upen the shoulders nf tbe provincial
g-overnment. 1 have reierred already ta, tb'e
statement ai the former Premier ni Ontario
ta the effeet that the whole responsibility
rested upon this administration. The follw-
ing ycar the provincial goverroment stated it
wvas sending out surveving part ies. and aero-
planes to stuidy the grnuind in order to clecide
upon a suiitable route but so far no definite
relb has been given by this goveroiment to
the provincial goverroment.

It muiit be admitted that the Prime Min-
iter bis miriv diffliulties with which to con-
tend, but hie alwavysae themi very, squarely
and 1 Io duot nLsndwhv lie has ot
taken a hand in tlîis mnatter. We tiave the
spectacle ai two sections of nortie'ri Ontarino
being opposed ta the construction of tlîis
highway along certain routes. More mnoncy
bas been spent on this highway for unemil k. v-
ment relief in the southern part of northern
Ontario than bas heen spent in the northern
part. It is truc that as far as the Fergîîsn
higbway is concerned many fine bridges have
been built and many stretches af road have
been straightened, but nothing bas been dune
west or sautb ai the tawn ai Hearst. Appar-
ently we are fighting a lasing battle as far
as the trans-Canada highway is concernod.
I mean literally wbat I say, but 1 bave
sufficient confidence and iaith in the ability
and capacity ai the present Minister oi
Labour who represents nortbern Ontario, ta
believe hie will sec that the people in our
section are given a fair show. I do ot want
ta believe anything will be done on accouint
ai political expediency, or that the provincial
gavernment will favour the soutliero section
ai narthern Ontario because it bas a larger
population than we have. Within the iast
ten years the agricultural population in my
canstituency bas increased over 800 per cent,
and witbin the short periad af fiteen or
twenty years we shaîl have a larger popula-
tin in the northern than tbey have in the
sauthern portion ai narthern Ontario. There-
fare I do not want ta believe tlîat any action
will be taken an accaunt ai political expedi-
eocy. 1 hope and trust that the present
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adminis;tration, because they are defraying
fiity per cont of the cost of the trans-Canada
highway conitruction, wlif possible, decide
now, before any more money is voted for such
construction, where the road sbould rm.
We want to he logical; we do nlot want ta
hog the whole thing, but we knuw what the
people are thinking in other sections and we
know on account of their larger population
they are better organized than we are. The
basis of a larger population should not signify
anytbing ta the present government; they
should be willing to give us what is coming
to us. We do not want any special favours;
we want just what is our due. 1 have already
done a lot of work for the solution nf that
important problem.

Further, accompanied by a v'ery strong
delegation from the constituency of Labelle,
ineluding the bion. member representing it. I
had an interview with the Premier oi Quebec
asking for direct communication between the
city of Montreal and the Cochrane district
on towards Hearst, thereby saving at least
200 miles. There were with me at the timie
several members of the Quebec legislature,
and I had also the support of an influential
gentleman from Montreal wbo thought this
wvas the most practical and feasible route.

One thing that surprised nie in the, discus-
sien on the. routing of the transcontinental
highway is that the only section tlîat seems
to, be directly intcrested is the northern
section ai northern Ontario. Saturday Nighit
and other influential papers in Toronto have
said that the whole of Canada should take a
hand in the routing ni the trans-Canada high-
way in Nippissing and northern Ontario. I
ami sorry that so far no influential bodies of
men in Canada outside of those in northern
Ontario have taken an interest in the ques-
tin. I hope from now on everybody wvili
be interested and realize that on account of
the enormous sunîs taken out ni the public
treasury ior this work, he bas a direct jnterest
in such a construction.

1 have stated that at preent the province
ni Queboc bas no direct communtnication witts
the trans-Canada highway in order ta reach
Manitoba or the Pacific coast; in order tu
do so people from Quebec wilI have to travel
by the Montreal-Ottawa road to Ottawa, theni
on ta North Bay and thence oortbwards ta-
wards Cochrane, or go around the nortb shore
ni lake Superior. Un the other 'hand, the
natural route, the one wbicb shouild be taken
sa far as Quebec and the maritimes are con-
cerned, is one that will give access by Mont
Laurier ta Senneterre.

In the Cochrane district ta the Quebec
border, there are only fifty miles of a link ta.


