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Mr. CURRIE: Nothing of the kind. The
best farmers’ market in the world is in the
city of Toronto.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

Mr. CURRIE: Hon. members may laugh,
but I know; I live in the city of Toronto
and I have to pay the price. Why, in
Toronto eggs are always higher than they
are in Chicago or in Buffalo; and so with
the price of potatoes and other farm pro-
duce—there is a market right at the farm-
ers’ door. Everything he produces he can
find a ready sale for in Hamilton, Toronto
and other large centres. To my mind
thq man who goes around drawing a long
face for the farmers of Ontario is wast-
ing his time, and I think if a little more
boosting was done for those farmers in
regard to their land, cattle and crops it
would be much better for them than the
shedding of all these tears. These tears
are simply for the purpose of boosting
some political party. If you go along the
roads and look at the fine brick farm
houses and bank barns, you will discover
on inquiry that their owners are not poli-
ticians, they are usually men supporting
this side of the House; but if you find a
tumbledown farmhouse and a barn with the
roof off you may be certain that the owner
is going around the country talking politics
all the time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order. I must draw
the attention of the hon. member to the
fact that we are discussing item 42.

Mr. CURRIE: I bow to your ruling,
Mr. Chairman. I suppose we should come
back to the bug question. I was dealing
with political bugs rather than the bugs
that are so destructive to our farmers. I
do not think that the Minister of Agricul-
ture has yet found a cure for the political
bug, but I hope the farmers themselves
will apply the proper remedy. The work
done by the Dominion Department of Agri-
culture and the provincial departments of
agriculture is not overlapping. The two
departments work together in Ontario.
There is the experimental department, and
there are also the demonstration farms
which are controlled by the Ontario Gov-
ernment. There is lots of room for im-
provement in every direction, and the less
groaning and wailing there is about the
lot of the farmer the happier he will be
and the more work he will do. Why all
this shouting about the sad condition the
farmer is in to-day? We are told that a
farmer will say: I am only going to put
half my land under crop this year. What
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a terrible thing to cause all this outery! I
think it is a crime to allow bugs to grow
either of the political or of the field kind;
and it seems to me that the sooner we “get
down to brass tacks” so far as the farmer
is concerned and leave him a chance to
speak for himself, and not have the grain
speculators speak for him, the better it
will be for the country at large.

Mr. MOLLOY: I would advise the hon.
member for North Simcoe (Mr. Currie)
to allow the Minister of Agriculture to
speak for himself. I am sure the minister
does not object to wholesome criticism of
his Estimates, and I think if the hon. mem-
ber will consult him he will say that he
has been fairly used; and we on this side
of the House all agree that we have been
fairly used. We are asking for certain
information in the interest of the people
of this country, and my hon. friend in his
tirade about our criticism of the minister
is wasting time in saying nothing when
he might have remained silent and allowed
the minister to give us the information
asked for. He has been making a sort of
manufacturers’ speech and attacking the
farmers. The farmers are interested in
what the Minister of Agriculture has put
forth; the manufacturers are not interested
to the same extent. So far as the province
of Ontario is concerned, one would think,
after listening to the hon. member, that
that province was the whole earth. Now,
Ontario may produce the finest looking
men, the most beautiful women, the best
horses, so on and so forth, but there are
other places in the Dominion of Canada;
there is the Great West and there is East-
ern Canada. Some people run away with
the idea that because they are from the
province of Ontario that is the whole thing.
I want to tell my hon. friend that although
I was born in that province, there are
farmers in the other provinces just as good
as any man who ever came from the pro-
vince of Ontario.

Mr: MAHARG: No doubt hon. members
will expect me to talk about political bugs,
but that is not the subject before the
House at the present time. The hon. mem-
ber for North Simecoe has sown a little
seed about political bugs. Well, we will
let them germinate, and when the proper
time comes we will deal with that parti-
cular kind of bug. A few minutes ago
the minister informed the committee that
he had lost the services of a very valuable
man in connection with the work that this
item has reference to. I wonder if he
would care to express his opinion as to



