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labouring under heavy strain and needs at least a major
overhaul . We can also appreciate that, especially for the
poorest countries, there is little magic to be found in the
marketplace .

I would suggest that, as liberals, our proper role
in this crucial struggle over the international economic
system should be to break the dangerous deadlock of the past
several years by finding the areas of common interest,
working toward mutual understanding between North and South,
and pressing urgently for the compromises that can loosen
the logjam and create a fairer international economic
system .

The second of these new questions that realism
thrusts on our attention is somewhat similar : it is the
need to find better ways of sharing with other sovereign
states the responsibility for a more rational, ordered
management of the world and its resources . We have encoun-
tered in recent years a rapidly growing number of major
problems - from acid rain to Antarctica to outer space -
that do not fit into national boundaries or traditional
frameworks . Pressures are building, and creative states-
manship is needed .

The Law of the Sea could well be a precursor to
new legal mechanisms which eiould, at last, permit us to
peacefully with unprecedented international issues and
competing national interests - a way of applying the rule of
law and liberal rationality in the international arena . The
alternative might well be chaos - A plundered planet left
barely habitable through environmental degradation and the
squandering of resources ; a tragedy of the commons in which
everyone overgrazes and overfishes, and mankind is left with
nothing .

I have mentioned some of the broad issues and
general principles that I consider important in a liberal
approach to North-South relations . But actions speak louder
than words, and the actual help that each country is pro-
viding to the Third World is perhaps the best indicator of
how seriously it takes the problems facing three-quarters of
humanity .

As a donor country, Canada has been in the middle
rank . Our flow of official development assistance has bee n
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