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CANADA'S RICOXD OF ACHIAVIMENT

Address by Ilon. Douglas Abbott, Minister of Finance,
pefore the Canadian Club of }Nontreal, Arril 19, 1948.

“7hen the liinister of Finance addresses a public
gathering at this time of year he has an uncomfortable
feeling. He suspects that what his audience really wants

to hear is whether taxes are going up, staying where they

are, or going down. RBut, as you well know, gentlenen,

there is a tradition of budget secrecy for which I have
learned to have great respect.

What I will say today therefore will have no
connection whatever with the forthcoming budget, nor, ina
fact, will 1t deal with any of our curreat problens excépt
in an iancidental way. I an going to ask you today to look
beyond the details of the nany econonric and political
vroblems that beset us in this troubled and uncertain world
of 1948, I am going to ask you %o direct your atteantion
to the record of Canada's growth as a nation during the
past few years. I ou soiayg to ask ydu to look at that‘
record in broad bterms -- in the terms'that, in ny judgnent,
are of greatest significance for the Canadian peopnle as a
vhole.

It seens to ne that we Canadians have been thinking

too much about our rroblens and too little about our

achievement. 1ile have been tending to get our sights out of

focus, I feel ue need sonethin~ to restore our persrective.
Iz 50 shapins ny address as to emphasize the broad
achievenents of the recent rast, I honpe I will not be accused

of any Follyanna optinism. No one is nore conscious than I




