
Almost all participants state that Canada's foreign 

policy should be strongly grounded in a complemen-

tary basis of values and an internationalist vision of 

our country's long-ternn interests. Peacebuilding, 

human rights, socio-economic justice, sharing with 

those in need, environmental stewardship, democratic 

pluralism and cultural diversity are among the com-

mitments often mentioned in this respect. As many 

respondents observe, these are long-standing and 

broadly shared Canadian commitments, which 

underpin many international institutions and agree-

ments. In this light, Canadian values should be con-

sidered not only a "third pillar" component projecting 

Canada's identity abroad, but a fundamental under-

pinning of our foreign policy as a whole. The values 

articulated through our international actions, some 

respondents urge, must reflect the diversity of our 

democratic society, must not be imposed on others, 

and must be applied with equal consistency to our 

domestic and international performance. As one 

respondent puts it: 

In order to claim the moral high ground in our 
international relationships, we must secure our 
commitment to these ideals at home. We must 
practice what we preach. 

Most participants see the pursuit of values and 

interests as being complementary: taking principled 

stands is in Canada's long-term best interest as a 

responsible and respected member of the international 

community. However, some participants emphasize 

that the values and interests Canada espouses abroad 

need to be informed by a realistic appraisal of our 

international position and capacities for action. 

— Dialogue participant 

Human Security and Human Rights 

Global developments in the last decade, under-
scored by events of recent months, confirm that our 
national economic prosperity cannot be achieved nor 
sustained in isolation and without parallel attention 
being paid to the promotion of human security in 
the workl. It is appropriate that Canadian foreign 
policy reflect Canadian beliefi in the respect for 
human rights, gender equality, economic and social 
justice, and environmental sustainabiltbi. Canadians 
care about ensuring that people in other parts of 
the world enjoy improvements in living standards, 
freedom of expression, and peace and securi. 
And increasingly, they recognize that these are 
public goods—without improvements elsewhere, 
the well-being of Canadians is diminished. 

— Dialogue participant 
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