
March 3, 1971

PRIME MINISTERI ON COMMONW1EALTII 1

his returu from the Comnelheas0

en confence in S1ngapore, vWists t0

n, India, Ceylon, Indonesie and brief stops in

1 Goemany, Prime Minieter Trudeau made the

y 1:
Che meeting was, as the Hanse is aware, the

plar Commonwealth conference to taire place

of London, and the first at the beaçl-of-

ient level to be sited in Asia. 1 think that an

ocsition was most fortunate, partly because it

Asia. that momentum was first initiated for the

iwealth to be transformed froin its oider, more

Izg structure into the widely representative

ition 'wiich it is today, and partly because an

site permitted conference delegates ta live

rk in a newly-independeflt coeimunity ini which

larmony is a necessary fact of life. The world,

in aingapou i-

futur e of the world will not necesarly b. determnd

in accordance with Europeail conceptions. The om

monwealthi, viewed frani Singapore, presented chai-

lenges to the ingenuity and goodwil. of its menibers

to find ways of coammunicatiflg across differences

measured ini many instances by thousands of miles

and by centuries of experience', yet without insistirig

upon adherence to preconceived notions or attitudes.

In the resuit, 'the value of tihe Singapore conference

might best be described in terms 1of the comprehen-

sion gained by <lelegates, and not by the persuasion

which anyone atteinpted to exercise.
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