
know how to do it or because public authorities do flot pay much attention to the environment.

However, a survey carried out by MERCADO Maga'zine for Telesurvey reveals that, atthough the
environmental protection level in Argentine industries is very low, companies are presently
discussing and analyzing the subject. Companies count on freedom from the lack of-anforcement
of the rutes by the authorities and by the absence, until now, of criticism by neighbours.

It has only been'during the tast two years that concarn for the environment has grown, largely
as a reaction to the situation in the developed world. The claims by the green parties and by
ecotogical organizations have been reaching the Argentine with soma delay,

Awarenass of these trends has only influenced a timitad numbar of companias. This view was
confirmed by the tow responsa rate to the anvironmental survey carried out et MERCADO
Magazine's request in August 1993: only 62 out of 93 survayed companies answered,
batonging to the following sectars: food (10), textile (14), tanning (3), rafrigeration (4),
matatturgical-car <17) and chemical/taboratories (14).

The answers ta the survay identify foreign and chemical companies as those most interestad in
the environmental issue. Domestic companies are the ones that, as a general rula, require greater
advice, although they are as watt acquainted with tegat matters as the foreign onas.
Nevertheless, in both cases there are faw companies with sections futty dedicated to
environmental problems and there are aven some big companies that shara speciatists in this
field.

The survey also reveated that, ganerally, anvironmental issues are not in the hands of dacision
makers and are almast completely ignored by thosa to whom they report.

Ecologicel products are practically absent and, surprisingty, the chemistry sector stands out in
their etaboration, aven bayond the f ood sactor.

The number of companies thet have carried out training courses or seminars hardty amounts to
50% of thosa surveyed -the chamicet and f ood industries are the most active in this regard.

Ganeaety, training courses are, first, directed ta profassionals and, then, ta managers. Onty ana
third of the survayed entrepreneurs believes that the sector in which thay are involved complies
with environmental preservation regutations. Curiousty, the tevet of self criticism~ is adjusted
according to the dagre. of exposure ta specific controis: while metatturgicat and f ood industries
are among thos. asserting that they comply with the ragulations and, among these, each one
maintains that it is botter than its competitors. Chemicat and textile industries, conscious of their
being targets because of the materiets they hendle, admit thet they have flot reeched the esta-
blished parameters.

Since one third of the compenies indiceted a teck of sewers and running watar, future conflict
ceni be foreseen in the outskirts of big cities, once the administrative means to express criticism
are within the poputetion's reach.

Economlic Matters concerning Environmental Pollution

Argentina is rich in naturel resources, covering an area of 2,971,810 km2 . Atthough meny of
thase resources arn% nr.-antiv hAinn oxntoited. others are aither iinqynlnitRtd nr nnnrtv exolaited, a


