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COMMUNITYECONOMIC 

(E. E. C.)
EUROPEAN

COMMISSION REGULATION (EEC) No. 2886/89 

of 2 August 1989
Amending Annex I to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 

tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs TariffOn the

PART ONE

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

ISECTION

GENERAL RULES

A. GENERAL RULES FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE COMBINED NOMENCLATURE

Classification of goods in the Combined Nomenclature shall be governed by the following
principles:
1. The titles of Sections, Chapters and sub-Chapters are provided for ease of reference 

only; for legal purposes, classification shall be determined according to the terms of 
the headings and any relative Section or Chapter Notes and, provided such headings or 
Notes do not otherwise require, according to the following provisions:

2. a) Any reference in a heading to an article shall be taken to include a reference to that
article incomplete or unfinished, provided that, as presented, the incomplete or un
finished article has the essential character of the complete or finished article. It 
shall also be taken to include a reference to that article complete or finished (or 
falling to be classified as complete or finished by virtue of this Rule), presented 
unassembled or disassembled.

b) Any reference in a heading to a material or substance shall be taken to include a re
ference to mixtures or combinations of that material or substance with other materials 
or substances. Any reference to goods of a given material or substance shall be taken 
to include a reference to goods consisting wholly or partly of such material or sub
stance. The classification of goods consisting of more than one material or substance 
shall be according to the principles of Rule 3.

3. When by application of Rule 2 b) or for any other reason, goods are, prima facie, class
ifiable under two or more headings, classification shall be effected as follows :
a) The heading which provides the most specific description shall be preferred to 

headings providing a more general description. However, when two or more headings each 
refer to part only of the materials or substances contained in mixed or composite 
goods or to part only of the items in a set put up for retail sale, those headings are 
to be regarded as equally specific in relation to those goods, even if one of them 
gives a more complete or precise description of the goods.

b) Mixtures, composite goods consisting of different materials or made up of different 
components, and goods put up in sets for retail sale, which cannot be classified by 
reference to 3a), shall be classified as if they consisted of the material or com
ponent which gives them their essential character, insofar as this criterion is 
applicable.

c) When goods cannot be classified by reference to 3 a) or b), they shall be classified 
under the heading which occurs last in numerical order among those which equally merit 
consideration.

A. Goods which cannot be classified in accordance with the above Rules shall be classified 
under the heading appropriate to the goods to which they are most akin.
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