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Progeny testing enables producers to 
evaluate the genetic potential of a bull or 
cow based on progeny performance. It is 
particularly useful for evaluating mature, 
unproven, imported bulls for carcass 
traits and those of low heritability, such 
as the various maternal and reproductive 
traits. Progeny testing is the most accu-
rate type of test provided that there are 
sufficient numbers of offspring. It is also 
more expensive and time consuming. Pro-
geny testing of young, performance-tested 
bulls allovvs optimum genetic evaluation. 

Agriculture Canada operates the 
Canadian Beef Sire Monitoring Program 
in order to evaluate the performance of  

progeny of sires that have calves enrolled 
under the Record of Performance Pro-
gram or under the breed association per-
formance programs in Canada. Because 
data are collected on a large number of 
progeny, many sires can be accurately 
evaluated. This applies primarily to Al 
bulls. The objective of this program is to 
routinely evaluate widely used beef sires 
and provide a means for producers to 
progeny-test individual bulls inexpen-
sively, accurately and rapidly. The major-
ity of progeny4ested bulls that are proven 
genetically superior are placed in Al Units 
for widespread distribution. 
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