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Along with the considerable positive element, however, toxic products have
meant new dangers and risks for man and his envircnment. These risks are not
easily asééssed because their consecucnces take a long time to appear, because
those who enjoy the benefits of the ney products are nct the same as those who are
exposed to the risks; bscause of ths inaip ient stete of rcsearch in this field and
because of the many lacunae in our kn¢w1e@ge_of it.

In all countrics, questions of the harmful neture of chemicals are usually the
responsibility of the institutes of hygiene and labour safety and the health and
environmental orgenizations. ‘

In thie regard, there is wide-ranging internstionsl collabeoration with various
national and international bodies which study the toxic effects and maximum admissible
doses in the working enviromnment oL, and the symptoma tology and t:eatment_oﬁ poisoning
by, industrial chemicals.

For example, the American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists
annually publishes a list of chemicals containing all the data referred to above.

The intcresting thing aoout this publication isvthat it constitutes an open
list, with values subject to annuzl review, and that proposals may be mzde for-its
amendment. | »

These proposals and the annual acceptance of substances for inclusion in the
list must be accompanied by substantive evidence and tests.

It would be intercsting to study the possibility of setting up a similar "open

list" system fer other harmful chemizazls and imrortant precursors, with annual

.
registrations (and possibly excl ns) at the proposel of the countries concerned

sio
by the treaty, and with a technisal repcrt which would cover the synthesis of warfare

agents containing the substances and possibly toxicity tests (of the precursors of

o

the end products of srganic synthesi which they are part, or of the final physical
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mixture produced).

II. Elaberation of recommendations for mathods of aercscl inhaslation toxicity
= : .
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The toxicity of a chemizal increascs when it is administered by inhalatien in

Particles which are noymally phyeioslogically inert become aggressive when they

are the carriers of toxic goses by aasorption. T

asas are carried deep into the

respiratory system, where they are 3denczited, producing centres of high toxin

concentration.

The danser from chemicals is Aiffercnt when they mercly pollute the environment

and when their vepours are mixed with asrosocls.



